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log cars per trip with a
seven-man crew, engineer,
fireman, conductor, and
four brakemen one for
every three cars, It has been
said that No. 12 could have
handled more cars bur 13
was the limit through the
switchbacks, two of which
are in operation today on
the Cass Scenic Railroad.
Three of those engines are

where wou could buy

| e powser gromin v M anythang Froem & wooth pick
Wiwsen 0§ Blachbanss, %04 piece for Shay rogine, a
Mirmmee rosidene of L good school, church, and
ond tenchur of Bogluh and I the winter time, icc
Lawr e e Pase skating oo the mill pond.
Shosl foe the ?  The bag attraction was the

soatn. slee aothor of dady pessenger train and
by of B Food™ who the strangers might be
“Sewdew i Your Eyes™, at the compuny boarding
o sonom amixhay “OF Men  house
and Maghoy Moustzm ™ Ar Cass was incorporated in
e pemwns be o sem- 1910, and formed a city  stll in operation today--
petised and his the government, a busy town Nos. 1, 4, 5, and recently
meoemrr oo the Cas  with 60 houses, city water, purchased No. 7 from
Scenic Maiiroad and although owned and Meadow River Lumber
& wikfioe museum qu-rmJ by West Virginia Company at Rainelle.
mquu-kcm Pulp and Paper Company. Although the Cass
Albosgh | cremte my own  Wages were seventeen Scenic Railroad is only
wory, & would hawe been  cents for an eleven-hour four miles long, the steel
rﬂ( withowr the dayand fifty centsadayfor remains intact to Bald
of My Biackburstand boardandroom. Therewas  Knob and Spruce. The last
the people of Cass. ~ no checkoff from your engine to Bald Knob was in
pear 1902 West wages such as social 1961 and a motor car
Viegis Pulp and Paper  security, income ax,andin - makes it yet today. The

Jamars B | OV

bougle oneparter of a  fact, the men who worked West Virginia Department
milos scres of wirgin  at the camps usually didn't  of Nartural Resources is in
tmber and mmmedi- draw their pay only every the process of rebuilding
#tely to mow down six months. Company the track to Spruce and
fmtnes s ouedoor splendor.  houses in Cass wererenting  Bald Knob, along with a

first st wp s portable  for $10 per month withno  lodge and ibly wall to

rl' to saw out the charge for water or electric, wa]f earpeg;os:ndymodern
mecessary lumber for the all wasconsideredapartof lodge facilites far flung
m of a double the rent. During peak from graybacks, bedbugs,
Hﬁlﬂﬂh production, it wok twelve long tables, 5:00 a.m.,
——— 10- engines to log the breakfasts, waiting for
‘.“d-umzso the run from Spruce daylight in the winter
oo required 3,000 ¢ was approximately before going to work
- .'I‘“ harvesting the tall virgin

spruce,

A

N
i
N

12 m&dlwﬂ
s Tun y
R 12,150 o, corider

JCAULOTA

Camp No. 5 or No. 29;
build them Jenny Lynn
type, stripped with
creosote (coal mr process)
w preserve the wood and
dilute the bedbugs and
graybacks, use roll roofing
witrl a 6 or 12 roof slope,
steel wall pipe for a
chimney, a couple of pot
barrel stoves, a coal fired
cook stove about 12 feet
long, iron skillets, big thick
cups for coffee that holds a
half pint, thick plates, a 30-
foot-long table with gallon
buckets of molasses,
honey, jellies, real
buckwheat from Preston
County, about three kinds
of meat and biscuits.
Benches for chairs, a
regular eating time or you
wait for the next meal,
build the bunks against the
wall, one over top of the
other and make everything
original as far as possible.
Have a barn with two pairs
of horses abour 2,000
ounds each. Proper
rmess hoods over hames
(Webster shows no such
word, but that is what
everybody calls them),
E:lbs. grab maul on lett
me, good long check
lines, J-grabs, log hicks
with real caulked shoes,

stagged panmohn Ritchie

caad b

ack or and. ot_e must be original and

The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad

with rasl about one- still in use today.

half mile fi:::.?h camp close The only virgin timb.,

to the railroad. You must Femaining from this tracs i

have a siding with the 130 acres known as the

original log cars—some Hamilton Wedge, i
loaded—some half loaded, dispute for years, finall,

to make it look real as the  semled, and is now a parr of
train pulls up to CampNo.  the Narional Forest located

5 or 29. Have the wood just off Swmte Routs 250
hicks and horses in the real near Gavineer fire towe:
act, it might be welltohave  and is held in reserve for
the hicks stay around at ple to view nature at i
night to tell tall tales about m :

logging train wrecks, how Cass, like Tioga, Diana,

to file a saw, champion Bergoo, Holly Juncron,
hicks, and lobbr log Jerryville, Three Forks,and
stories. You could let the Cherry River, yielded 1
kids ride the log horses if automation or lack of
they weren't too tired from  timber. The West Virginia
putting on a 15-minute Legislature, under the
audition each day. guidance of W.W. Barron,

The year 1940 aw West  and now Governor Smith,

Virginia Pulpand Papersell is trying © give the Town
the assets of Cassto Mower  of Cass new life with anold
Lumber Company, but time scenic railroad. Las
onlya partofthe quarterof year 33,000 people plus
a million acres in the the politicians, took the
original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the
thousand acres on the switchbacks, getting hot
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair. The
(river on top of a rush, the Shayengines, new
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope toa
of the quarter millionacres  dying town. The Cass

was acquired by the Scenic Railroad tully
government and is now devel to the original
- part of the National Forest. gtyle of logging such as

West Virginia Pulp and existed at Camp No. 5 or
Paper also sold to the 29, could be the biggest
Western Maryland Rail- rtourist attraction West
road, 93 miles of track - Virginia hasever known. It
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Jaary &, | 959 where wvou could buy log ars per trip with a

e ot grasrtd 0o My anything from a woth pick  seven-man crew, engineer,
W £ Blackburst, mapiece for Shay engine,a  fireman, conductor, and
Meamw resadmt of Cass p\‘\.‘ school, church, and  four brakemen one for
s toscher of Englah and  in the winter time, ice every three cars. [t has been
Lass @ Creen Bask High  skating on the mill pond.  said that No. 12 couldhave
Shood for the pust 32 The big artraction was the  handled more cars bur 13
years. aho suthor of daily passenger train and was the limit ﬂ'\ml{!{h the
Bk of the Bood ™ who the strangers might be  switchbacks, two of which
“Sewduw i Your Eyes”, at the compuny boarding are in operadon today on
ud soum sncther “OF Men  house. the Cass Scenic Railrcad.
end Mighey Mountin™. Ar Cass was incorporatedin = Three of those engines are
the present be @3 semi- 1910, and formed a city stll in operation today-
eetired and his the government, a busy town Nos. 1, 4, 5, and recentdy
maouscer on the Cass  with 60 houses, city water, purchased No. 7 from
Scemic Katlroad and although owned and Meadow River Lumber
mj by West Virginia Company at Rainelle.

operaes o wildlite museum  oper

whach has gure aselection.  Pulp and Paper Company. Although the Cass

Alfough | create my own  Wages were seventeen Scenic Railroad is only

sory, 8 would have been  cents for an eleven-hour  four miles long, the steel
without the dayand fifty centsadayfor remains intact to Bald

help of Mr Blackhurstand  boardandroom. Therewas  Knob and Spruce. The last
the people of Cass. no checkoff from your engine to Bald Knobwasin
year [902 West wages such as social 1961 and a motor car
Virpnia Pulp and Paper  security, income tax,andin  makes it yer today. The
boughe onequarter of a  fact, the men who worked West Virginia Department
millon acres of wvirgin at the camps usually didn’t  of Natural Resources is in
tméer and began mmmedi-  draw their pay only every the process of rebuilding
ately ro mow down six months. Company the track to Spruce and
matuee’s ouwdoor +  houses in Cass wererenting  Bald Knob, along with a
They first set upa portable  for $10 per month withno  lodge and possibly wall to
mill to saw out the charge for water orelectric, wall carpets and modern
fecessary lumber for the  all was considered a part of lodge facilities far flung
the rent. During peak from graybacks, bedbugs,
production, it wok twelve long tables, 5:00 a.m.,
10- Shay engines to log the breakfasts, waiting for
mill, the run from Spruce daylight in the winter
to Cass was approximately before going to work
1Z miles on l'ﬁr cent harvesting the tall virgin
grade, run daily by Shay spruce.
No. 12, 190-ton, consider- ~ Why not restore the
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The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad
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with real logs about one- still in use today.
half mile from camp close The only virgin timbe
to the milroad. You must FeManing from this tract is
have a siding with the 130 acres known as the
original log cars—some Hamilton Wedge, i,
loaded—some half loaded, dispute for years, finall,
to make it look real as the  sentled, and is now a part of
train pulls up to CampNo.  the National Forest located
5 or 29. Have the wood just off State Route 250
hicks and horses in the real near Gavineer fire tower
act, it might be welltohave  and is held in reserve for
the hicks smx' around at ple to view narure aties
night to tell tall tales about St.
logging train wrecks, how Cass, like Tioga, Diana,
to file a saw, champion Bergoo, Holly Juncrion,
hicks, and lobby log Jerryville, Three Forks,and
stories. You could let the Cherry River, yielded 1o
kids ride the log horses if automation or lack of
they weren't too tired from  dmber. The West Virginia
Legislature, under the
guidance of W.W. Barran,
and now Governor Smith,
is trying to give the Town

Camp No. 5 or No. 29;
build them Jenny Lynn
type, stripped with
creosote (conl mr process)
to preserve the wood and
dilute the bedbugs and
graybacks, use roll roofing
with a 6 or 12 roof slope,
steel wall pipe for a
chimney, a couple of pot
barrel stoves, a coal fired
cook stove about 12 feet
long, iron skillets, big thick
cups for coffee that holds a
half pint, thick plates, a 30-
foot-long table with gallon
buckers of molasses,
honey, jellies, real
buckwheat from Preston
County, about three kinds  putting on a 15-minute
of meat and biscuits. audition each day.
Benches for chairs, a The year 1940 saw West
regular eating time or you  Virginia Pulpand Paper sell
wait for the next meal, the assets of Cassto Mower of Cass new life with anold
build the bunks against the Lumber Company, but time scenic railroad. Las
wall, one over top of the onlyapartofthequarterof year 33,000 people plus
other and make everything a million acres in the the politicians, took the
original as far as possible, original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the
Have a barn with two pairs  thousand acres on the switchbacks getting hot
of horses about 2,000 upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair. The
ounds each. Proper (river on top of a rush, theShayengines, new
mess hoods over hames mountain), the remainder faces have given hope toa
(Webster shows no such  of the quarter millionacres  dying town. The Cass
word, but that is what was acquired by the Scenic Railroad tully
everybody calls them), government and is now developed to the original
rabs, grab maul on lett - part of the National Forest. style of logging such as
ame, good long check West Virginia Pulp and existed at Camp No. 5 or

lil;es. Jgrabs, log hicks Paper also sold w the 29 could be the biggest
with real caulked shoes, Western Maryland Rail- rourist attraction West
mmedpnnmohn Ritchie road, 93 miles of track = Virginia hasever known. It

black or red and intact from Spruce toSlate  must be original and
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o o tredes Centinuad From Page | cver made. | personally,
oo amily vingie Sind. Setndind so ded the stenm and the public must thank
“h‘ﬂ'ﬂ‘iu parond fog engines and  “Hillllly" Jim Comstock
s noen = o mams. and eventually the and Mr. ).C. Cruikshanks
ihan Wadge, i town was sold by and Dr, Bernard Poindext-
o for yemvs. gl Westvaco to Mower er, a mcmll‘\cr of the
d il b w8 ey Lusnber Company in 1942, legislature from Cabell
rhl!- [ T— The sswmill worked on  County, and a local
S Rowme % shirt per day through the Huntington dentist. The
Toritwen firw oo 1940 and 50s and people who did the job to
[ eventually ceased opera-  save the great WV tourist
Bes VAPW BT AT 2y sots in 1960, The town of  attraction, the Cass Scenic
Cass an:; the steam bﬁ:m:iz Rn};lrm;iéé\gcrc}:hesc lim:nc.l

Dases ratiroad town seeme 3y , the railroa
?“* doomed. The railroad and  purchase was completed
IM'::; machine shop was sold to  and accepred into the WV
River, sselded 1o Midwest Junk Yard located State Park system and
or Iwk of berween Bell and Mont-  rtourist trains were running
:H\tm gomery for about $50,000 halfway up Cheat Moun-
e, wnder the and Cass shops, engines, tain to Whittaker Station.
of WW Bervon were being dismantled for Five years later with %
Giowerncr Sened, junk and the town suffered million dollars of railroad
Dclh Town massive unemployment. contracts by Mountainer
w bife werh ar ol Mr. Jim Comstock, Construction Company of
i ealirond Lasc “Hillkilly" of Richwood, Charleston and Given
00 people plus along with two pals, ].C. Construction Company of
cians, w0k the Cruikshanks, an Ivydale Upper Glade, Webster
trip through the merchant, turned politicc County, (D.P. Sheriff
ks getting bot tan, along with the help of Given, Hercy F. Given,and
thetr hair. The the WV Legislature, RalphK.Given, dbaGiven
Bow bought out the Midwest Construction Company),
on toa Junk Yard, Cass Railroad the railroad wasrebuiltand
m. The Cass assets for $125,000 on a tourists were riding and
lroad tuily $75,000 margin of profit. | enjoying the scenery from
e orign. was a member of the Cass,.12% miles up Cheat
h as legislature at the time and  Mountain, to Bald Knob.

) No. 5 or they threatened to ride me

The last ride on the old
Mower Lumber Company
abandoned railroad tracks

out of Webster Springs on
a rail for voting to buy the

=L .
oo fonh a‘ld Mower Lug’:bﬁr was with the 90 ton #1
e ympany assets and the ..o in 1961, with "Pop
leftover steam railroad

Good”'
loaded

at the rhrottle,

with

engines #1, 5 7, the shops

s L2 miles of staamn politicians

Cass Scenic Railroad Memory

abe

of

purchase  from Midwest between Cass and Durbin, on

wt 11 mph, are sandacd for 4
cquipped wath drive shafes Atripond
and reduciog grar. instead  Railroad, 3

vide rods. Every wheel

museum, th
the engine and ender s

the ratlremad

Junk Yard, The #1 Mower The amateur politicians of 2 drive wheel, giving the cinders, the
Lumber Company railroad WV let the railroad from Shay remendous traction.  on top of O
engine was later painted, Durbin to Cheat Juncion The Shays climb an 11%  the sweater
.-alri|’1pcd and relettered and  vanish as well as the grade, 11 feet for each 100 willbea @
traded to the Western- Western-Maryland rail- feet—a grade of 2% s  the future.
Maryland Railroad Mu- road from Elkins to .

seum in Baltimore for the Parsons, Thomas and Cass Scemc Rai

biggest Shay in the world;

the #6 190 ton Western-

Maryland Shay used to

haul logs from the
headwaters of Elk and
Bergoo Creek to Old
Spruce and pulpwood that
went to Spruce transferred
to Mower Lumber Com-
pany Railroad down Cheat
Mountain, through both
switchbacks and transfer-
red to the mainline railroad
from Durbin to Ronce-

Davis. The politcians of
WV never did have any
long range planning. All the
railroads in WV are
potential scenic railrcad
attractions. The railroad in
my town of Webster
Springs to Bergoo and Slaty
Fork would be an excellent
scenic railroad for WV,
and a business boom or re-
birth of business for
Webster County.

The West Virginia

Dinner Train €

Cass Scenic Railrcad has  outings

announced the schedule and $1°
for its 1989 series of reserva
popular dinner train rides Case
to Whittaker Station. ohthe
These special runs will be Yaral
made on Saturdayevenings v
at 6 p.m. beginning June mi"':
10, and will be offered june bcxi

17, July 1, 15 and 29,

verte, and re-routed to Department of Natural Aygust 5 and 19, and :‘j
Covington, VA, whichwas Resources has purchased September 2. vz
used in the pulp and paper the town of Cass and are Afrer an exhilarating ride :i.dg
mills in Covington. The rebuilding wooden side- 5 Whittaker Station, oo
famous #6 Shay was used walks and company passengers will be meated 12
for two years as an houses. Cass is a real 15 an old-fashioned West =
excursion run from Cassto tourist attraction with Virginia barbeque with live s,
Durbin. The #6 was tried houses to rent. It is N0 eptertainment from e
on Cheat Mountain but it longer merely a fast yarious performers. ho
was too big and couldn’t railroad ride. It is a Enterminers will offer a e
work properly on the steep complete stopover. A  yariety of programs

curves and was continually  wildlife museum, nine jncluding old-time raile
causing track problems. A modernized company roading sonss, folk, fc

fellow by the name of houses for rent furnishe

Sommerville, the railroad with everything but food,
and can accommodate

track foreman for Mower
Lumber Company for
years, had informed the
shop people, Pop Good,
Leonard Long, and all of

Cass Railroad engineers,
that the #O would ROt work

eight people.
The Cass Showcase,

rrains) as it appeared

10x40 scale model of the
town (complete with scale
in s
eyday, wite a ZAO-Thanoane ®

country and traditional ¢
music. Prices for these

a

Whittaker Staton
Bald Knob
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about 11 mph, are
equipped with drive shafts
and reducing gears, instead
of side rods. Every wheel
on the engine and tender is
a drive wheel, giving the
Shay tremendous traction.
The Shays climb an 11%
grade, 11 feet for each 100
teet—a grade of 2% is

Cass Scenic Railroad
Dinner Train Set

Cass Scenic Railroad has
announced the schedule
for its 1989 series of
popular dinner train rides
to Whittaker Station.
These special runs will be
made on Saturday evenings
at 6 p.m. beginning June
10. and will be offered June
17, July 1, 15 and 29,
August 5 and 19, and
September 2.

After an exhilaratingride
to Whittaker Station,
passengers will be treated
to an old-fashioned West
Virginia barbeque with live
entertainment from
various performers.

Enterminers will offer a

standard for rod engines.

Railroad, a visit to the
museum, the memory of
the railroad buff, the hot
cinders, the shrill whistle
on top of Cheat Mountain,
the sweater you forgot—it
will be a great memory for
the future.
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A trip on the Cass Scenic

outings are $22 for adults
and $15 for children, and
reservations are required.

Cass, West Virginia, site
of the scenic railroad, wasa
lumber boom town of the
early 1900s, and the
original Shay steam
locomotives, which now
haul passengers, once
hauled lumber from the _
surrounding mountain i
ridges. Lodging is now :
available from any of the -
12 restored ‘‘company R
houses” in the town. These :
vacation cabins offer :
everything needed for {
housekeeping except for
food and personal items. \

\
{
1

variety of programs _
including old-time rail- To make reservations or
rosding songs, folk, for additional information, \
country and eraditional  call toll free 1-800- )
at® ) l'n. ea ot !}r\r ( .‘\11 --\1"\’ .‘\. v e
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Continued From
The West

The West Virginia
: was and
operated by John L
McGraw who also owned
and operared the Webster
Springs Hotel, a three-
story zll wood, 265

hotel with one of
the first elevators in West

Virginia with excellent

ing service and porters
and buggies (horse drawn
h.wfcs) omxtng‘:nd going

Virginia
Midand Railroad went
into operation for
passenger service in 1908;
the firt Depot Agent in
Webster Springs was our
present Circuit Clerk, Mr.
U, Jackson who was agent
from October 8, 1908,
until 1915 when he was

?‘.ﬂ’\td postmaster at
febster Springs; WV,

‘. -:-L g‘!—' ._I'. -

Bk,

fidland Railroad

buggy left our town of
A‘;Eson at 7:20 a.m. for
the 31-mile journey and
connected with the B&O
steamer out of Richwood
at Holly Junction ar 9:30
a.m. The passenger train
consisted ofa narrow gauge
(36 in.) Shay or Climax
Engine with three passen-
ger cars that would seat 35
people to the car and for
years they stood in the
aisles. From the start the
train nosed its way around
curves up and down hills
over the trestles, the
Clifron trestle was 87 feet
high, built out of chestnut
poles in a 45 degree angle
and as you crossed the
trestle you could look
down and see the fire in
Mike Hiner's chimney. If
the train was overloaded on
the return trip in the
evening they would stick
on the trestle and the
passengers had to get off
and walk across, so my
good friend Mr. Ernie
Bogmn tells me, and astory
g e
was y re
Dempsey became world
champion bvknockingout

"Jess” Willard in

fourth round of their
championship fight at
Toledo, Ohio, July 4,
1919, and all cthis
information was furnished
to Mr. Gibson, the Sutton
baseball team and band at
Holly Junction by radio on
Jul 5, 1919 on their return
to Sutton.

Mr. Jackson, the Depot
Agent who got $100 per
month for his services said
Warrick Gumm could
blow a mean whistle when
he had customers lined up
buying tickets of any man
he ever seen. For that 62-
mile round trip, Mr.
Gumm got the full amount
of $2.25.

Yes, the West Virginia
Midland Railroad and the
Webster Springs Hotel,
promoted by Senator
Johnson N. Camden and
Col. John 1. McGraw, who
believed in advertising and
placed pictures of the
famous hotel and railrcad
scenes in all subways in
New York d?:ty. a self
promoter with imagination
who promoted his dreams
into reality and carved a
railroad through moun-
ins and scenic beauty
which showed a panorama
of urﬁ‘ral life at “:l best, as
ca sheep and horses
couldbe seen grazing in the

and according to the

season, farmers could be
seen plowing, planting or
harvesting from ing
until the first mov»‘f:rr
On June 20, 1925, with
many guests there with the
famed hotel open for
summer, a fire originated in
the south wing, quickly
reduced the famed hotel to
ashes. The roaring,
crackling flames leaped
high into the heavens,
lighting up Webster
Springs to a brightness
equal to that of noonday
sun. Huge sparks and ashes
floated a distance of a mile
and a half. The light
reflecting against a starless

sky and the mountain sides

looked weird and awe-
some, and the fanfare of a
big city hotel among the
hills disappeared and the
tourist trade and strangers
disappeared from our
town. The little chug buggy
continued with passenger
service until 1928. In 1929
the railroad was sold, John
A. Ford getting the section
from Diana to Holly
Juncrion ;o:h loggling
purposes and the remain-
der going to Pardee Curtin
Lumber Company. The
railroad served as a 1 d
in its heyday and wo
worth a rtune m:ac:
today as the scenic
artractio...
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At $ 1o, i 350
$130

..............

SPECIAL SATURDAY
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES

Includes:
West Virginia Barbecue |
Live Entertainment
Train Ride

June 10 and 17
July 1, 15 and 29
August 5 and 19

September 2
**BY RESERVATIONS ONLY**
70 U e e S o st e A AR T o $22.00
31T BRI T . I s G ok s T O $15.00
SPECIAL TRAINS
SENIOR TRAIN -September 9 ............. $13.00

HALLOWEEN TRAIN - October 28
Adults $10; Children $5.00

F l O Pittaburgh

Parkersburg (-







The Old Che

Wielweer County man, M
Geomge Uumm,

who deatly Joved the ol

a |'d'uud

shays and rods and at one
sime or another during his
i carect as an enginecr
hn.? command of the

Rod Engines were used ro
shift the yard and make the
daily run from Richwood

r

: : neer
refined calleond eod 4 to Gauley Mills to supply a

double band mill with 75-
M board feet daily. All the
engines mentioned above
were standard gauge—the

‘-: :b weesenlly theortle of about every railroad grading was done
*.* Whhicks engine on the Cherry River by hand  with picks and
-_n“('m wabyg Line from 1906 to shovels and crews of 25
”* and:uh.'th- retirement in 1954 and 30 men who airved out
When Mr. Gumm a mile of railroad grade

wier the Shay engine
king: when overhead
‘,J%a, in
e guiding hand of Captain
Charley Armstrong, the
rallroad consisted of 150
miles of track with Shay
engines No. 1,2, 4,6, 7,8,
10, 11, and 12 (cost about
$4.000 each), and all used
o gather and haul logs
loaded with Barnhart
Steam Loaders, considered
tops ar thar ime. They had

as  ther [ ge ] blood,
wherr food was considered
sy & rwbaring whether
ghey wosskd go 0o work ar

by campNo. 9o 53 Yeu

memsorics much & these are  in use ar that time
cherished by few today. My approximately 200 racdler
comenents for ths story log cars, 100 pulp and

weTe gatherest trovn a Jocal  ranbark rack cars—they

traveled over South Fork
LA MEN o Cherry, North Bend,
7 B O\ Little Laurel, up Hills

E‘reek E? Kc;is;n Moun-
n, to Cranberry Bottoms
and Dogway. Dogway at
one time had a church,
school, big store and 75

. We must mention

e 2 hagey . started working for Cherry
S - .T::, River Lumber Company,
June 1, 1906, on the South
Fork of Cherry under the

with good luck in five
working weeks,
The different forks of
Cherry, Cranberry and
Dogway covered with
virgin timber was really on
the move from 1906 to
1914 and at one time had
seven camps with at least
100 men each with plenty
of work, excellent food and
plenty of bedbugs. The
shrill whistle of the steam
engine, the chugging of the
Barnhart loader, the visit of
the supply train which
visited each camp once a
week with supplies, feed
and hay for the horses as
well as clothing, tobacco
and food for the men.
Wood hicks have been
known to stay in one camp
as long as six months
before going to town.
Many, a working six
months have gone to town
and blown six months
ages in one weekend.

and Ga

survive and a few tmin
wrecks are still vivid. Elzie
Bailey wrecked the No. 2
shay, 65 ton engine on
Little Laurel and was going
up a steep grade with one
load of steel and the engine
flew up with wheels
springing forward,went
back down the hill, rolled
over in a curve and killed
him. Another wreck on
Barnashee Run on
Cranberry No. 7, 70 ton
shay with six loads, six
empties, a Barnhart Loader
on eight percent grade, run
% mile, wrecked and killed
Frachier Adams, engineer
Joe Taylor, conductor,
Russell Berry, brakeman.
One would have rto
remember the Company
Doctor, Jim McClung, who
rode engines, motor cars,
horseback, and helped and
aided the sick, as the quest
for virgin timber made
Richwood the hardwood
capital of the nation.
During the 20's Rich-
wood was really on the
move with the largest
tannery in the world, and a
clothes pin factory
consuming 24-M feet of
logs daily and the virgin
timber of all forks of
Cherry gone and the old
Shays and Rods on the
move to a new field and a
new territory of Williams
and ' Rivers. During

and new ways were being
developed and
shovel, the great earth
mower, was making great
strides an

making railroad grades by
hand would soon disap-
pear. New names—J}im

Dick Palmer—had appear-
ed on the scene as railroad
grading contractors. The
first Thew steam shovel
had rails but no pads; they
had four mats to move on
made out of 6x6 wood—
the two surplus mats were
moved as the
advanced. The shovel ha
its own water pump an
pumped water to make
steamn from a nearby river
or creeck and on occasions,
water was hauled in a mnk
on a sled pulled by horses.
The coal (usually about
four tons daily) was
wagoned from the closest
available supply.

The .year 1921 saw
Cherry River Boom &
Lumber Company reach
Three Forks of Williams
River and the hub of town
and the railroad shops were
built and the work of
Sarrani, Lombard and
Palmber had seen progress
move on. Appearing on the

scene were new names—
Billy Hawks, trainmaster;
Webb

Joe Greer, assistant;

(no scale).
Hanrahan (scaler) used
as

Sarrani, Lew Lombard and hira todav?

o rry River Boom And Lumber Company

in 1926 Charley Badgen i,
the steam  the driver's seatand 3 gres,
wader. 1 remember buying
;tacks of Ul:‘i"imbr

the days of im—so m for this one
d the e and so much for ti’m\r: One

-‘ft m

Charie..,
me, "D'ld You d‘u:ag

Cherry River, during the

20’s and 30's had g
trains a day, sixdays a wesk
to Richwood. They had
acquired new Rod Engines
Nos. 15, 18, and 26 which
were used to make the rune
shovel from Three

d Richwood. Their usual run
d consisted of abour 50 cars

Forks 1o

of logs. They always
dropped off about 100r 12
cars at Gauley Mills,

although George Gumm,

on one occasion pulled £3
from Three Forks 15
Gauley Mills. During o
30's Three Forks had
grown to quite a town, a
three-room school,
church, big store andabout
75 houses, boarding house,
a dentist, Dr. George Dyer
(now at Beckley), a daily
railtoad bus that carried
the mail and passengers.
The virgin forest of
Williams® lasted approxi-
mately 16 years and the
year 1963 saw Three Forks
become a ghost town. The
quest for hardwood was

BTS

Jan

Tove

Ph.'.;

':’:u
firs
in
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ny The Pardee And Curtin Lumber Co Railroad
Pl co Josars 26, 1967 Gilligan, who floated logs  began  operations  in operation from 1888 rto  connection with the West  Hines, all s:ill living) 1
O s sory & rended o down EIK River to the  Webster Countyatan early  approximately 1900, Virginia-Pittsburgh Rail-  expect 1o do 3 complete
e | comer the operation of the  Charleston Mills, This  date. The Pardee Curtin It is not clear which of road. In 1907 this story on the Diana
b e Pardee Curtin Lumber  concern had the pick from  Company cut thousands of  the major companies was  Operanon was taken over operadon and old engine
w fhis comw Comspany To properly do  the virgin forests, cut only  acres on Back Fork, Grassy  the first to establish a mill by the Cherry River Boom No. 33 and the wreck at
e e s oo must tell of the the finest soft wood, and Creek, Holly and Laurel. in Webster County, and Lumber Company. Charley Malcomb's sand
Charley Sews lumbering operations  paid the owners 25 cents  This dmber was floated however, the one atGauley  The mill was operated by cut. The engine with
) e b in Webster County. pertree. down Elk to Sutton during  Mills was built 85 years ago that concern untl 1931. Merchie Hines, engineer,
o e crried on by Smith and General Curtin also  Curtin’s first major by the Camden interests jn  The mill, at its peak, cut  Leck Clevenger, fir

125,000 feet per day. Logs  Stuck Hall, conductor, and
were hauled from Williams  Dick Sizemore, brakeman,

~ g Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company udcuirie e b con i e g

e
‘T own private railroad, with  and five loads of logs
:-: ] Continued From Page 4 timber was  gone, the and Barnhart loaders were Erie, % yards shovel or oo i 1 o Three Forks  landed in Holly River. Yes,

Cassey and Cherry Rivers change to coal had bgen either sc_:id oryieldedtothe  ditcher builr on a log car. k g Jerryville, WV, there is 2 lot 1o the Diana
t mowed  Jock, stock and madeat thattime. Jerryville  scrap pile. upset and scalded him to Another mill of import-  story, but it's tough to
. bmerel 1o Jerryville. Gauley had a four-room school, George Gumm, in 1948 death. Onecouldgoonand 1 ¢ wasbuiltat Arcola55  thread the needle and
o i Mills had faded away with church, railroad yard, 100 d the bi Shay A00) T about Ray Maust, the years ago, which cut more  assemble.
e to the flood of 1932—their houses, store, boarding :?)ol: I:No‘lgl? BY';‘_ om blowing ofabr\dge‘::: Slaty  Han 150 million feet of Skyles, near the Braxton-
gu“; bruige was gone and thebig house _:md a new mining Rich\;‘ood 6 Tisculusa; F,‘”kr_ "‘ht STEL Cfa lM lumber during its opera- Nichpkas County line, was
slws seam engine had broken town in Straight Creek. Alabama, where it was sold JL_”‘!"“U‘-' and the f";\]w Hion. This mill was owned  the site of alarge mill witha
0 down about the same time,  Although the great Badgett Levin Mining Company. River dymamitng of NO. .4 gperated by the capacity of 30,000 feet
Oar 12 : . o B 487 in October 1954. Talk : e Com. dailv. A namow  gavee
Mills mever to be repaired, was gone, his shoes were \ (" Gumm was with the Howard Lumber Com ily. A narmr BAUS
4 because the virgin ably filled by Carl bir'cn ine 22 days on the abourmany wrecks aichas pany. At its peak they railroad connected withthe
arnan. £ Engl rod engine No. 18 out of employed 150 10 200 men  B&O and old Piusbumgh

forest was fast dissppear- mh;?:;:ai dne‘:“na:}?: raiimadlto see thaf:l it wa; Straight Cl!’deel‘;-e In facfi 3 and their capacity was Railroad at E:balc:n- This
5 _and at properly grease an book cou compile 35,000 feet per day. Their was known as the Davis-
m year 1943, during et Ry Mpus. on ¢ stayed two wecks after worthy of anyone’s time. If timberst;udp;rincipal\v"“ Eakin Lumber Company

L ¥
g

ng o - time he is one

 had a"wﬁawm:g‘?&'ﬁ od}: -;[-irelgei‘gngtesmerators of arrival to make sure old you are .reallv int‘er@t?d, Gauley River and was Mill

_h, & s da:fru! ofourallotted  coal in the United States of No. 17 was in good here are five men stllliving  pauled from Bolair over a Wainville was the site of

—tad titne.p The B&O Railroad America. He is a stripper, working order. who started with the old  parrow gaugerailroad. (See 4 0 \webster Lumber
b wioy chibges i er anda man who really When Nos. 3 and 26 Cherry River Linein 1906.  Charley Sandy, Bolair, for Ct:mmn\' Mill. To thread
R du'#n' jor bix m%::r 3 ows how to get the coal, yielded to the scrap or sale, [ am sure anyone of t information pertaining t0 5" L. dle here is
1 = mowe the coal from this The old Cherry River they pumhased a stam following, Earl Webster, railroad engines and impossible. 1t chan

: & Lumber Com- Malley, No. 482 for Richwood, retired shop l|caders.) £ {y—from
B o e E;.:;n was purchased by a haulage of coal from man; Ray Bryon engresh  yp Nichols, White's T . Harmont, 1
w0 T ds wildcatter by the name of Jerryville and Straight Richwood; Walter Strat- oo Ty Cool operated Hall, to S.A. Morton.

The old Cherry River Rudolph, who later sold Creek to Cowen. on, somewhere in the west; Erbacon was the scence

. £ - i d narrow gauge
i i 1d Ramsey, engineer, e mill and o 2 b Henty
the mill to Ritter Lumber The last man to yield to  Artenier st railroad at Diana, with 2 ‘éu::::be:% his son,

e i : George !

t Gauley Mills Company, and was further death on the old Cherry Richwood; and E 2% 800 faet pet \
o Gauley River 3:; mo:f trx:;}::’rzd to the present River line was Grover Gumm of Webster csi:ﬂmwl gee O e hge  William, e mﬂﬁx

rinued. Jerryville, by 1950 owner Georgia Pacific. Hamilton on the South County, could give ylmé W‘{\-“L_ S o Nichols, wan d,m\-m - Rafeer T
was a ‘boommg commun- Most It:f the railroad is Fork of Cherry, September bours and hours of detaile Ll A e

iry. slthough most of the gone. The old Shay engines 4, 1954. [t was a steam informaton. :m

= - ,...____._....-—.—---,—.-......_--—-—-—-—-="-'
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Lumber Railroad

hewars. I they were out | i

From Page &

] law i howrs they were allowed
tl.' - 1: .;‘\' Tl:“rUﬂ ric?dn If they k‘:k\! ‘:i‘l
Wagrs e Jehossand  an re noon they st
v N uunl:- Run got a day. The loader man

The Birch Valley §: $31 a day, conductor

Lugmbee Compuny was 2 50, tong hooker $2.25,
hcuuﬂ'ﬂ-xn.-br fireman $1.75. Each man
-y VO ;-wdfmm'iictntsmso

1| bemg you this beief  cents a day for board and
of Webster room. However, the train

Coenty's lumbering crews could stop and ear at

soyou mightfully  any log camp with no
sate the Pardee charge. All log camps had
history the finest of food, long

sory. This Information mbles with two or three
would Bave been imposs-  kinds of meat, jellies,
ide without the help and  honey, molasses, or just

of Webster about anyrhing you
Counny's scnior cinzens. wanted. Sleeping condi-

These people are deeply tions were always poor.
Bedbugs and graybacks

nterested in the

\ sadicons and Icgmi of made the using of lamp oil
: logging, Shay engines, tospmy your bed necessary

sctwal life and living for a good night’s sleep.

condwions in the rugeed The long winter evenings

dsys of erly sawmill were spent spinning tall
operazons rales of every description.

Is 1573, Taylor County, Lee Gadd and others used
Gaafron, WV, the Pardese to make the rounds to the

Curtin Company starred a  camps  selling clothing,
: small sawmill which watches, etc. Some have
: ergeed into one of the been known to peddle
: leading lumbering and "George” (a high powered
- mining companics in the snuff) that make the hicks’
sate of West Vieginia. The  imagination wander to

" u:ds% d, known as they

- U-Pine-Inn in Richwood,
Abour

_ﬂ_:e Greasy Front in
Hell’s.

htchptin or

sl e g g
caught in St. Albans, runs, fro::’ Ef:r:in ntg
Kanawhs County, and Brock’s bridge and back,
, assets were sed  hustling the public,

o

mwh realized the danger,
jumped to safery, and were
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of
the finest in 367 gaupe
ruitlroad building, gathered
the engines and loaderupin
one day and shipped them
back to the Curtin shop,
where they were repaire
and put back in operation.
The No. 4 engine, nun by
Tilden Brown, fireman,
Walt Good, conductor,
Bob Mullins failed to take
sand on the head of Anglers
Creek and the engine and
12 loads left the track and
upset. All men jumped
from the train to safery.
The No. 5 engine, run by
Von Clark and fireman
ohn Petit and No. 7, run
y Lee Cole and Roy
Sparks and Bob Warbut-
ton and Joe Roberts, loader
men, and Flem Wilson,
conductor, had a run away
in the hollow above
Leivasy on Meadow Creek.
Von Clark jumped from
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree
and killed himself. The
others made it to safety.
The Curtin operation in
Nicholas was big, employ-
ment good, wages cheap,
living conditions also
cheap. Old General Curtin
was considered an
honorable man. He
cancelled many store
accounts at the end of each
gear. He also paid hospital
ills for many his
employees. How well he
t along i fi

i .c

s unknown. B

of a staunch gentleman,
General Curtin, remains in
the minds of many yet
o,

wy meer the challenge and

rebuild the mill, The mill

was so well assembled
under the guidelines of Mr.
Caorkin, that they had a
normal cut the first day and
in less than 120 days, both
sides were running.

The mill ran from 1942
to 1945, mainly from
timber on the Back Fork of
Elk and Pointa Mountain.
The mill finally closed in
1945 and the mill assets

Shays could make their
journey to Bergoo and their
new and lnst home. By the
end of 1929 all the Curtin
engines had made It ro
Bergoo and  the West
Virginia Midland was
coming to an end.

The last part of 1929 and
carly 30's saw Flem Wilson
and Ed Cochrad sent to
Diana with the No. 1
engine and Bill Skidmore,
engineer to pull the steel
the West Virginia Midland
to Webster Springs. A Mr.
Coalshaw, who laid the
original steel for the West
Virginia Midland Railroad,
was there on that gloomy
morning and shed a few
tears as the history of a
narrow gauge passenger
railroad was coming to an

eng

day in

parrow gauge

end.

The Pardee Curtin
Lumber Company bought
the orginal passenger train
and coaches and it was used
for several years as a work
train from Webster
Springs to Bergoo.

The mill at Bergoo was  of Fenwick, Nicho
{:u;ilr by a ?ill;ight. from  County. '

uisiana, by the name of sneine i
Harry Mitchell. He was in Ahe: oD cnying. s
Bergoo less than two years.
The mill was in full
operation by April 1929.
““Mitchell,” who was
considered one of the best
at that time, made but one
mistake. He had been
building mills in the
western states for

Bergoo. across the river

is sall in operation

Maryland.

M

a.;,-;-.,... i - .

comment about the

dwood  10gs.

7 T
However, this was soo
altered and the mill at

sold to Harrison Lumber
Company of Arkansas.

The old engines were sold
to Midwest Steel and Junk  production of 6,498,554

of Charleston, WV. The
ines were cut up and mining town with 70

loaded at old Red Oak houses, company stare
Mine. It was indeed a sad 2
the history of
railroads

when Ross Roy ran old No.
12, with the smokestack miners to townand back to

and other parts gone, from
Red Oak down through

the'old mill site, where the
parts were later sold to Ely
Thomas Lumber Company

that remains from a legend
of narrow gauge engines. It

being used as a tourist
attraction in the state of

The Curtin story could
be written in book form
and would be worthy of
sale inany book store in the

interest and production.

onl production. Ty,
population  has duq_.,:,
from o high of approxim..
tely 1,800 to abour 750
people. Coal productiog
still alive with Tke Lewis
former football cosch and
coal stripper, from
Pickens. How much
production he gets
unknown to this Writer
but | would estimare
approximately 700 tong
per day.
Bergoo No. 4, from
1935 to 1959, was arather
good mine with a lifetime

tons. It was a thriving

school, church, and union
hall. The taxis out of
Webster Springs kept the
road hot bringing the

spend their money.
The No. 5 mine wasonly
in operation from 1945
1950, with a production of
501,780 tons.

To

las

all 11

Britton No.

and

of bone coal remain

the old or

uced from 1945 8
33.37. 205,534 tons.

tm’t.

Bergoo was on Its The Golden Ridge or  The Curtin story Wt
destination to a lifetime  Bethlehem Steel ld%zi_ne. not be complete without
CUEHnR; er 190 million  |ocated ite Parcoal mentioning the compeny
: W omsmiqr coal store. Someone WOt %
y  within hggw song about loading 101008
oy had of coal and being one &3y

Britton No. | from 1943
to 1943 never amountedto
a whole lot, 10,178 tons.
from
1943 to 1959, produced
3,664,585 tons, and wasa
great service to the poor
people. The waste or bone
coal rejected by the washer
and dryer was used by
about all the people in
Webster County, at one
time or another. Large piles

used for fills, roads,

in debt, and
ing he
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Flem Wikson, still living
st Bergoo, was employed
by General Curtin at
Anglers Creek and he
phyed an importan roll
down through Currtin
history. The Nicholas
operazon rac with 10 Shay
engines and No. 82 Heisler,
No. 6, 3 Climax. The No. |
small Shay (15 tons) was
used for laying or takingup
seel. This made narrow
puge railraed history that
would be hard to equal
anywhere else in West
Viepinia
Frve loading crews, with
an American Log Loader
exch, were required o load
24 cars for a day's work
Each car consisted l"rf
prcocs 3,000 feer.
e engineer received top
wiges of 83 per day for 10

nately

W oetmare % Maell's
Hall Acre and t‘w sado in

tiw freainiy LS4
hichs. and matl 1o and trom
the camps. The main line
engines fan from the three
mills to the railroad
juncons. The old Shay
went up the steep hollows
and gathered the logs for
the mills. At Curtin,
Hominy Fall, and Coal
Siding, the band mills were
cutting away daily, each
wrying to outdo the other.
The average cut for a 10-
hour day was 40,000 feet.
The Hominy Mill holds all
records. A fellow by the
name of Albert Lynch
decided to set a record,
yarded back his 16-foot
logs for a few days, and one
day the Hominy Falls Mill
cut 78,000 feet in 10
hours. This record stands,
as a legend of history, as the
most cut in any one day
during the Curtn opera-
tions in Nicholas County.
The nailroad, in Deep
Well, near Summersville,
was a busy place with
Shany engines, black
smoke, and shrill whistles,
Shay engines No.3 and No.
9 were trying to put an
American steam loader up
a steep track in Deep W:_-[!
Hollow. Engine No. 3, run
by Jim Johnson and No. 9,
run by Harry Butcher, Jack
Zonhizer, conductor, Lewis
Gregory, tong hooker, flew
up with full steam ahead
and came back down out of

the hollow, upset both

engnes and the loader. All

il wl sl & |

. 4 paied hoapiea
beille o iy d hi
ey ees Mow well he
got  slong  with  Thornt

Hennings, John Cochrag

RO

entleman
eneral Curtin, remaing in
vt

the minds of many

today
The year 1928 saw the

hardwoods and virgin
tmber disappear and the

three mills of Hominy
Falls, Coal Siding, and

Curtin came to an end.
Flem Wilson gotthenod to
pull stakes and embark to
Bergoo, Webster County;a
task that required many
hours of planning, and
approximately three years
to do. The steel was pulled
and the 10 Shays, the No.
8, Heisler, and the No. 6
Climax were brought to the
Curtin Mill site to make
ready their journey to

Bergoo.

A special B&O Railroad
car was built with a narrow
gauge track and the Shay
engines were run on the
B&O car for shipment to
Palmer, in Braxton
County. The journey from
Palmer, to Webster
Springs, t© Bergoo, over
the WVAM Railroad, was
something to be rtalked
about, Some of the engines
stayed in Palmer as long as
ten years. The fall of 1928
saw Flem Wilson and
George King journey to
Diana to get the No. 1
engine, the first to arrive in
Webster Springs. This
engine, used exclusively for
the laying of steel, was
delayed a few days in
Webster Springs awaiting
the completion of the third
rail of the Western

Maryland Railrond so the

ot that Lirve, e
stk H had
bullding mill in

for hemlock

the
WestleErn stata
anel apruce and he iled o

b wid his conveyors tor

Y O s O s
Hivw T thi 1]
altered  and  the mill ot
Bergoo wWis an it

destinntion o a litetime
cutting of over 190 million
board feet

The first log camp, un
by Bill McCourt, was on
Mill Run and the second
one by Ira McClung, near
Parcoal. From there,
Curtin moved to Leather-
wood and in '33 and '34
crossed Leatherwood onto
Gauley as far down as
Jerryville, and in ’41
crossed Point Mountain to
Back Fork. The same shay
engines and loaders used in
Nicholas were used in this
operation.

Sox Riley was the mill
boss with Windy Rose on
one side and Harry
Duckworth on the other.
The lumberyard was so full
you could hardly find
room for a lumber stack. A
major portion of the
lumber was exported to
England and France, with
John T. Alcock of New
York serving as broker and
featuring wide poplar
boards used in England and
France as paneling.

Thes mill burned at
daybreak in April 1941
(unknown day). By 1942,
through the efforts of
A.W. Corkin, with the
help of Shorty Reese
drafting, the mill was
rebuilt. Mr. Corking, who
was formerly with Allis-
Chalmers, as 76, from
sunny California, and
retired when he was called
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The Golden Ridge
Bethlehem Steel Mine,
located opposite  Parcoal

was the first major coal
operation within Webster
County. They had their
own power plant, motors,
and Goodwin cutring
machines. Its operation mn
for some 15 years, yet, little
history of this mine is
known to this writer,
because they were an out of
state corporation.

Parcoal, or Bergoo No.
1, as operated by Curtin
from 1929 o 1936,
produced a lifetime
production of 995,404
tons.

Barton or Bergoo No. 2,
from 1930 to 1954,
produced a lifetime
tonnage of 7,900,376 tons.
The mining towns from
1930 to 1954 has made a
complete change. The
Pardee Curtin home office
is now located there as well
as an all electric sawmill. A
major portion of the coal
company houses are owned
by individuals and a large
percentage of the popula-
tion now work for private

industry or survive on
pensions.

Bergoo No. 3 or
Leatherwood, which is

considered Bergoo, had a

lifetime production, from

1931 ta 1947, of
2,697,772 tons. At one
time, there was an
estimated payroll of

$200,000 monthly from

It was used fo

of coal and
old and dc-_, '
wound up by

shout all the peonle
Letmrns I.-
time of ancther iA",;r g
of bone coml remain tde

Wt
nention

More

song about loadir

owed his sole
company store; a
story. SUI'“L‘ I"l.'!.i;‘:.\' W
every day in the s
gOT more out of
than they earned

The old scrip story (b

AL

cigarettes for $2.00 per
carton and sell them for
$1.50) applies t© many
other items, and the

sharpies down town took
advantage of the opportun-
ity. About everybody in
town took scrip, if they
could get it cheap enough.
It went right back to the
company store and they
bought meats, groceries,
furniture, and gas. It was a
way for the miners to get
medicine or any other
worthy purpose. They used
to play poker at Bergoo and
Barton and scrip played the
same as cash, It served a
purpose on Elk River as
legal tender

Mr. Orkney, from our
town of Webster Springs,
has worked a lifetime for
Curtin--first as a lumber
salesman. In 1927 he came
to Webster County as store
manager, buying and
running the Curtin store
until retirement. They had

Continued On Page 11
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men realized the danger, Shays
jumped to safety, and were journe
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of new ar
e finest in 36” gauge end of
railroad building, gathered engine
the engines and loaderupin

Pardee And Curtin
Lumber Railroad

]_
.’
|
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County’s senior citizens.
These people are deeply
interested in restoring the
traditions and legends of
logging, Shay engines,
actual life and living
conditions in the rugged

wanted. Sleeping condi-
tions were always poor.
Bedbugs and graybacks
made the using of lamp oil
to spray your bed necessary
for a good night’s sleep.
The long winter evenings

days of early sawmill were spent spinning tall
operations. tales of every description.
In 1873, Taylor County, Lee Gadd and others used

WYV, the Pardee

to make the rounds to the
n Company started a

Bergo
hours. If they were out 13 = ; R
Condnufozm!{?vj?ggeii hours they were allowed ﬁagkdif, a&g sé:ﬂ.tp;d ;}t: Zﬁ;ﬁ:
g;:aglgc‘;.ton WV.Theelder eleven. If they loaded 24 }are they were repaired The
War logged 10 thousand  ars before noon they still ,nd put back in operation. early
acgggnolagissouﬂ Run. got a day. The loader man The No. 4 engine, runby  and |
m‘[‘he Birch Valley t $3 a day, conductor Tjlden Brown, fireman, Dian:
Lumber Company was a 2.50, tong hooker $2.25, Walt Good, conductor, engin
big operation at Tioga for  fireman $1.75. Each man g}, Mullins failed to take engin
" many years. payed from 45 cents t0 50  sand on the head of Anglers the
; I bring you this brief cents a day for board and (eek and the éngine and to W
introduction of Webster —room. However, the train 12 Joads left the track and Coal
County’s lumbering crews could stop and eat at upset. All men jumped origi
industry soyou might fully any log camp with no from the train to safety. Virg
appreciate the Pardee charge. All log camps had  The No, 5 engine, unby  was
Curtin _history making the finest of food, long  Von Clirk and firerman - S0t
story. This information mmbles with two or three John Petit and No. 7, run tear:
would have been imposs- kinds of meat, jellies; “hylee ‘Cole: amd Roy narr
ible without the help and  honey, molasses, or just Sparks and Bob Warbut- railr
cooperation of Webster about anything you

ton and Joe Roberts, loader end
men, and Flem Wilson, T
conductor, had arun away Lur
in the hollow above the
Leivasy on Meadow Creek. and

Von Clark jumped from for
the No. 5 engine, hita tree  trz
and killed himself. The Sp'

others made it to safety.

The Curtin operation in  bu
Nicholas was big, employ- Lc
ment good, wages cheap, H:

camps selling clothing,

small sawmill which watches, etc. Some have

living conditions also Be
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In 1873, Taylor County,

Grafton, WV, the Pardee
Curtin Company started a
small sawmill which
erupted into one of the
leading lumbering and
mining companies in the
state of West Virginia, The
Curtin assets moved from
Taylor County to Sutton,
Braxton County in 1886
with portable mills. About

1890 a flood erupted in

.\1r‘|r\'
fect of logs. These logs were
caught in St. Albans,
Kanawha County, and
sold. The assets were used
to help buy and install a
band mill at Sutton. Curtin
had their first band mill in
Braxton County about
1890.

The year 1900 saw
Curtin move to Nicholas
County with three band
mills, located at Hominy
Falls, Coal Siding, and
Curtin. This operation was
to last 28 vears. This was a
’ra €3 I narrow gauge
faliroad transportation
\l‘m‘m the W Meranons
came 12 railroad cngines
and several miles of rrack
d  stories that ACCIN

wheraketsc towday

the whole operation. A

tales of every description,
Lee Gadd and others used
to make the rounds to the
camps selling clothing,
watches, etc. Some have
been known to peddle
“George” (a high powered
snuff) that make the hicks’
imagination wander to
dreamland, known as they
U-Pine-Inn in Richwood,
the Greasy Front in
Webster Springs, or Hell’s
Half Acre and the saloonin

AINden on wuauliey
Rt R B o et o e SR I

railroad bus made daily
runs, from Curtin to
Brock's bridge and back,
hustling the public, log
hicks, and mail to and from
the camps. The main line
engines ran from the three
mills to the railroad
junctions. The old Shay
went up the steep hollows
and gathered the logs for
the mills. At Curtin,
Hominy Fall, and Caal
Siding, the band mills were
cutting away daily, each
trying to outdo the other.
The average cut for a 10-
hour day was 40.000 feet.
The Hominy Mill holds all
records. A fellow by the
name of Albert Lynch
decided to set a record.
r:tdq\l back his 16-foot
o for a tew days, and one
day the Hominy Falls Mill
cut TRO0 feet in 10
hours. This record stands,
a6 3 bogend of hstory, aa the
most cut in any one day
during the Curtin opers-
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v ma«a&m danger,

' o safety, and were

m :mhurt. Jim Smith, one of

the finest in 36" gauge

ratlroad building, gathered

the engines and loaderupin

were 0wt 13 e day and shipped them

pe sllowed  back to the Curtin shop,

loaded 24 where they were repaired

llh'l: nd{'tqoh:kinopcnﬁog.

hamaes . 4 engine, run by

comducsor  Tilden Brown, fireman,

her $225,  Walk Good, conductor,

2:; :l; M:l::u hf:ldk? to take

on of Anglers

bowd 28 Creek and the engine and

| ::: 12 hd:w kft the track and

; upwet. men  jumped
wih 80  from the train to safety.

Md  TheNo. 5 engine, run by

loog Voo Clark and fireman

e Swer Jobe Pecit and No. 7. run

- iy, Lee Coke and Roy

e Sewrks and Bob Warbut-
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seeper sl ¥

Shays could make their
journey to Bergoo and their
new and last home. By the
end of 1929 all the Curtin
engines had made it to
Bergoo and the West
Virginia Midland was
coming to an end.

The last part of 1929 and
early 30's saw Flem Wilson
and Ed Cochrad sent to
Diana with the No. 1
engine and Bill Skidmore,
engineer to pull the steel of
the West Virginia Midland
to Webster Springs. A Mr.
Coalshaw, who laid the
original steel for the West
Virginia Midland Railroad,
was there on that gloomy
momning and shed a few
tears as the history of a
narrow  gauge passenger
railroad was coming to an
end.

The Pardee Curtin
Lumber Company bought
the orginal passenger train
and coaches and it was used
for several years as a work

train from Webster

_W

' ‘:o meet the d:\aﬁ.;

rebuild the mill. T
was so well ass
under the guideline
Corkin, that they
normal cut the first
in less than 120 da
sides were running
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Elk and Pointa V
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Harry Mitwchell. He was in  that re
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cheap. Old General Curtin The mill was in full s sal
was considered an operaton by April 1929. being
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their journey to

2 special H&U Railroad
cor was built wath a narrow

.-ntrﬂlndthcﬂlﬂ
e ms‘mmﬂr
B& O car for ship o
County. The journcy from
. to Webster

) ), Over
the mm.m
somwthing to be ralked
o Some of the engines
stayed in Palmer as long 2

tem yoars. The fall of 1928
ww Fem Wilson and
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Jereyville, and in 41
crossed Point Mountain to
Back Fork. The same shay
engines and loaders used in
Nicholas were used in this
operaton,

Sox Riley was the mill
boss with Windy Rose on
one side and Harry
Duckworth on the other.
The lumberyard was so full
you could hardly find
room for a lumber stack. A
major portion of the
lumber was exported to
England and France, with
John T. Akock of New
York serving as broker and
featuring wide poplar
boards used in England and

France as pancling.

Thes mill burned at
daybreak in April 1941
(unknown day). By 1942,
through the efforts of
AW. Corkin, with the
help of Shorty Reese
drafting, the mill was
rebutle. Mr. Corking, who
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e : ir o ‘n’:‘ct the challenge and
;?‘B:-’rg::i :hh:if rebuild the mill. The mill
last home. By the was SO well assembled
929 sll the Curtin  under the guidelines of Mr.
had made it to Corkin, that they had a
snd the West normal cut the first day and
Midland was  in less than 120 days, both

o an end sides were running.
¢ part of 1929and The mill ran from 1942
saw Flem Wilson  to 1945, mainly from
Sochrad sent to  timber on the Back Fork of
i the No. | Elk and Pointa Mountain.
4 Bl Skidmore, The mill finally closed in
spull the steel of 1945 and the mill assets
fmw édd to }hrr}son kumber
f ompany of Arkansas.
m’ the The old engines were sold
ol for the West 1o Midwest Steel and Junk
dsed Railrond,  of Charleston, WV. The
: mm' engines were cut up and
£ Lm‘.::‘ loaded at old Red Oak
2 Mine It was indeed a sad

e passenger  day in the history of
(ENmg O W aarrow gauge railroads
when Ross Roy ran old No.

Cartin 1> Lich the smokestack

rguey !"::: and other parts gone, from
:‘? “" s w Ouk down through
e . across the river to
: 'r‘:'“* the obd mull site, where the
s e later sold o Ely

. ber Company

of Fcfwlch. Nicholas

coal production. T,
population has dl‘()pm:]
from a high of approxim,
tely 1,800 to abour 256
people. Coal production s
still alive with lke Lewis
former football coach z.lr,];
coal stripper, from
Pickens. How much
production he gets s
unknown to this writer
but I would estimate
approximately 700 tons
pe;;:iay.
rgoo No. 4, fr

1935 to 1959, was aratf:::
good mine with a lifetime
production of 6,498,554
tons. It was a thriving
Eumng town with 70
ouses, company store
school, church, and union
hall. The taxis out of
Webster Springs kept the
ro.ad hot bringing the
miners to town and back to
spend their money.
' The No. 5 mine was only
in operation from 1945 to
1950, with a production of
501,780 tons.

Britton No. | from 1943
to 1943 never amounted to
a whole lot, 10,178 tons

Britton No. 1, from
1943 to 1959, produced
3,664,585 tons, and was a
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Berpoo, ACross the river to
the'old mill site, where t!’l‘
pafts wepe later sold to Ely

Thomas Lumber Company
of Fenwick, Nicholas
County.

The No. 9 engine is all
chat remains from a legend
of narrow gauge engines. It
is sall in operation and
being used as a tourist
attraction in the state of
Marviand.

The Curtin story could
e written in book form
and would be worthy of
sake inany book store in the

production OF  ©,%50,3554
tons.
mining
houses,
ﬂChOoL ChurChn and union
hall.
Webster Springs kept the
road hot
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The No. 5 mine was only

in operation from 1945 ¢,

1950, with a production of
501,780 tons.

Britton No. 1 from 1943
to 1943 never amounted to
a whole lot, 10,178 tons.

Britton No. 1, from
1943 to 1959, produced
3,664,585 tons, and was a
great service to the poor
people. The waste or bone
coal rejected by the washer
and dryer was used by

about all the people in
Webster County, at one
time or another. Large piles
of bone coal remain today.
It was used for fills, roads,

produced from 1945
1947, 205,534 rons.
The Curtin story would
ithout
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this writer,
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store. SOmMeone wrote
song about loading 16 tons
of coal and bcing one day
old and deeper in debt, and
wound up by saying he
owed his sole to the
company store; a true
story. Some people worked
every day in the mines and
got more out of the store
than they earned.

The old scrip story (buy
cigarettes for $2.00 per
carton and sell them for
$1.50) applies to many
other items, and the

sharpies down town took
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SR on or Bergoo No. 2
oy Of g O, &;
' ‘1630 o 1954,

lifetime

complete change ¢
Pardee Curtin home oftfice
@ now located there as well
s an all electric sawmill. A

major portion of the coml
senpany houses are owned

every day in the mines and

t more out of the store
than they earned.

The old scrip story (buy
cigarettes for $2.00 per
carton and sell them for
$1.50) applies to many
other items, and the
sharpies Jown town took
advantage of the opportun-
ity. About everybody in
town took scrip, if they
could get it cheap enough.
[t went right back to the
company store and they
bought meats, groceries,
furniture, and gas. It was a
way for the miners to get
medicine or any other
worthy purpose. They used
to play poker at Bergoo and
Barton and scrip played the
same as cash. It served a
mn&e on Elk River as

tender.

Mr ?r‘;m from our
town O er Springs,
has worked a lifetime for
Curtin--first as a lumber
salesman. In 1927 he came
o Webster County as store
manager, buying and
running the Curtin stoee

They bad

f  until retirement.
v Contnued On Page 11
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The Western Maryland Railvoad Bridge at
Bergoo has survived two major floods in less than
forty years, Just up the tracks many locomotives

wsed to shift the cars in the yards.

of the Cass Scenic

toam engine

Water wink in the lower end
raker Swnilmaml_

Railroad yands are where the s
wter before departing (o Whi
‘Bald Knob.

Ap—- T




wekagy samy weahagy
i # _‘.Lv‘.\




-







asacsa&éu 91.!_.

h%
r

¢

.w_r ____..up_n. 4

e

. = : H_.__.._

‘-".

o3 pasn
2k hyio|

{ cokiay
M Nl




The Western Marvland Railroad Bridge at
Bergoo has survived two major floods in less than

yoars. Just up the racks many locomotives
wsed to shift the cars in the yards.

Water sank in the lower end of the Cass Scenic
Reilooad yands are where the staam engine takes
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porch of the second floor
of the hotel. Mr, Thayer
finally made it back to the
bed and the Hostler for
3113 informed him and the
fireman that the engine and
water lines to the passenger
coaches were freezing up.
Mr. Thayer, the fireman
and Hostler had the engine
thawed out, heat in the
passenger coaches and
3113 and crew was on their

arcived in Pickens the next
morning, at 7:30 and thircy
minutes late for che daily
run to Buckhannon. They
got the train on the move to
Alexandra and the
conductor came up to Mr.
Thayer in the cab of the
engine (3113) and said to
Mr. Thayer, "You are not
running a freight train, we
are thirty minutes late.”
Mr. Thayer said to the

ﬁ’aul G. Thayer

ever pull the thrortde and
hlow the whistle for the
B& O Railroad. He went to
work as 2 fireman in 1944
and was running as an
engincer in 1947. He
stareed running the 1212

sl G. Thaver, 2 Vb
raibond engmeer, wio w3
v sgysowed t0 make B
becouse of b mx. hs
eapoeer  loather gloves
come aimost to his
ebows. be had o look for

smad womsen's garters to  freight engine, later the ficeman, “We will pullinto  way ar 7:30 am. for
hedd the woeves wp oo hes 1314 In December 1949 Buckhannon on time.” He Buckhannon.

sy and hus Blue ratlrond  he bumped into the pulled down the track at Mr. Thayer served as
Samdherchuet went around  passenger run from Pickens  about 40 miles perhourfor  engineer on the 5005

Sis meck rwice, his railroad  t©  Buckhannon,
cap opped bis eycbrows. engine #3113. His first
He fooked ke a midger three days in Pickens is
with a circus. His I to remember.
deseemusation and  hard - He started from Buckhan-  throttle. He said at times he
work made him one of the  non to Pickens in a 1941  thought the engine and
best ratfroad engineers o Ford ar 7:30 ar night and  passenger cars were all
going into the river. He
pulled into Adrian and the
conductor gave him
another visit and informed
him to slow it down, we
were ahead of time.
Mr. Thayer ran the
Pickens to Buckhannon
.run for six months and the
conductor never talked to
him again about his
schedule. The second night
in Pickens, Mr. Thayer

steam  a mileand asignsaid ‘Track
warning, 10 miles per
hour.'

He never touched the

passenger train engine from
Richwood to Clarksburg.
He also blowed the whistle
and pulled the throttle on
7608, one of the biggest
steam engines ever in
service except the 614, that
runs continuously on
excursion runs yet today
and yearly from Cincinnati
to Hinton. The 7608 was
192 feet long from cow
catcher to the coupling at
the end of the water mnk
with a 235 lb. steam
pressure, held 25 tons of
coal and 22,000 gallons of
water and was used to haul
troop trains all over the
United States during

.

went to bed at the Pickens World War II. -
» OH‘?;ela:h mano Ia(z sn::{:;p‘:r b\:a: Mr. Thayer has trained a
_ 12:00 o'clock to go to the 5 SEyoume '

on diesel. Tommy
. Don Snyder and

| Bone out in the p

Johnny house, The had

e

e FI Flare

ohnny  Rj

. WO willia an
house was on the back

Gauley Rivers, Grafon

-ﬁ"ﬁ‘

and Cumberland, Mary-
land; there is little rrackage
in the scope of the B&O
Grafton yards that Mr. feet tunnel it is only abe,.
Thayer has not covered. 40 fert to the 600 feet lon,

Mr. Thayer was the bridge with guerders ever,
original objector to the 100 feet and over 200 fe..,
conditions at the old downtothe water. The d,.
Beanery at Cowen. He filed  of the wreck the engine.,

a report on several wasthrough thetunnelang
occasions about living on the burning bridge and
conditions, screen doors, engines passed over th.
beds and general condi- bridge on the steel guerde..
tions. A new air condition- and clearing the burning
ed Beanery was built and ties and hot steel as they
this writer and his brothers  slid across the guerders the
were the prime contract- fuel oil tanks were splirand
ors. We also started the when the fuel oil hitthe ho:
Cass Scenic Railroad the steel it made a tremendous
same year. fire. Somehow the

Mr. Thayer wrecked at engineers and train crews
Orlando in Braxton managed to put out the fire
County in 1958. The first and save the engines. M:.
car behind three engineers Thayer was one of the
kicked a rail and 31 coal engineers who helped
cars loaded, jumped the rebuild the bridge and
track and piled up 6 deep. restore railroad traffic.

We were clocked at 39 Mr. Thayer married a
miles per hour when we railroad woman. His
wrecked. Charlotte Thayer, was a2

Mr. Thayer wreckedtwo clerk and rtelegraph
miles east of Cowen on operator in Grafton before
Laurel Creek’s steepest they moved o Cowen.
grade. We had a loose Mr. Thayer was born to
wheel that wouldn't slow be a railroad engineer, He
downinacurveandturned has many good pictures of
sideways and derailed 37 engines and wrecksand an
coal cars. There is probably for ho bour his
coal on Laurer Creek time Xperi-
It went all :

)

fire and the recent wrec, -
Centralia Tunnel. Wi
you come out of the 4oy

al. "Every-  and  West Vigins
sthe bridge  should be proud of.

o e

¢ g
e L Y
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Paul G.

Thayer

Paul G. Thayer, a 90 Ib.
railroad engineer, who was
not supposed to make it
because of his size, his
engineer leather gloves
come almost to his
elbows, he had to look for
small women's garters to
hold the sleeves up on his
shirt and his blue railroad
handkerchief went around
his neck twice, his railroad

cap tipped his eyebrows.
He looked like a midget
with a circus. His
determination and hard
work made him one of the
best railroad engineers to

ever pull the throttle and
blow the whistle for the
B& O Railroad. He went to
work as a fireman in 1944
and was running as an
engineer in 1947. He
started running the 1212
freight engine, later the
1314. In December 1949
he bumped into the
passenger run from Pickens
to Buckhannon, steam

engine #3113. His first
three days in Pickens is
something to remember.
* He started from Buckhan-
non to Pickens in a 1941
Ford at 7:30 at night and

arrived in Pickens the
morning, at 7:30 and tl
minutes late for the «
run to Buckhannon. ”
got the trainon the mo
Alexandra and
conductor came up tc
Thayer in the cab o
engine (3113) and sa
Mr. Thayer, “"You ar
running a freight trai
are thirty minutes
Mr. Thayer said tc
fireman, “We will pul
Buckhannon on time
pulled down the tra
about 40 miles per ho
a mileand a sign said *
warning, 10 miles
hour.’

He never touche
throttle. He said attin
thought the engin
passenger cars we
going into the riw
pulled into Adrian ¢
conductor gave
another visit and in!
him to slow it do
were ahead of time.

Mr. Thayer r:
Pickens to Buck!
run for six months
conductor never ta
him again abo

schc:iulc The secor



arrived in Pickens the next

hayer

morning, at 7:30 and thirty
minutes late for the daily
run to Buckhannon. They
got the train on the moveto

Alexandra and the

wil the throttle and
the whistle for the
Railroad. He went to
& a fireman in 1944
s running as an
w in 1947. He
running the 1212
engne, later the
n December 1949
mped into the
w run trom Pickens
khannon, steam
#3113 His firse
's in Pickens s
to remember.
d&mﬂmkhm
kens in 2 1941
30 at nght and

mnductor came up to Mr,
Thayer in the cab of the
engine (3113) and said to
Mr. Thayer, ""You are not
running a freight train, we
are thirty minutes late.”
Mr. Thayer said to the
fireman, "“"We will pu!l into
Buckhannon on time." He
pulled down the track at
about 40 miles per hour for
a mile and a sign said ‘Track
warning, 10 miles per
hour.’

He never touched the
throttle. He said at times he
thought the engine and
passenger cars were all
going into the river. He
pulled into Adrian and the
conductor gave him

another visit and informed

him to slow it down, we

were ahead of time.
Mr Thayer ran the

to Buckhannon

un (ot lu months and the

conductor never talked to

him upm nbout hu

uhm

Fomse lhlh b b .

porch of the second floor
of the hotel. Mr. Thayer
finally made it back to the
bed and the Hostler for
3113 informed him and the
fireman that the engine and
water lines to the passenger
coaches were freezing up.
Mr. Thayer, the fireman
and Hostler had the engine
thawed out, heat in the
passenger coaches and
3113 and crew was on their
way at 7:30 am. for
Buckhannon.

Mr. Thayer served as
engineer on the 5005
passenger train engine from
Richwood to Clarksburg.
He also blowed the whistle
and pulled the throttle on
7608, one of the biggest
steam engines ever in
service except the 614, that
runs continuously on
excursion runs yet today
and yearly from Cincinnati
to Hinton. The 7608 was
192 feet long from cow
catcher to the coupling at
the end of the water mnk
with a 235 |b. steam
pressure, held 25 tons of
coal and 22,000 gallons of
water and was used to haul
troop trains all over the
United Snm during
World War I1.

Ml Thmhnmhdq.
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and Cumberland, Mar
land; there is little rracka
in the scope of the B&
Grafton yards that N
Thayer has not covered.

Mr. Thayer was |
original objector to
conditions at the
Beanery at Cowen. He fi
a report on seve
occasions about liv
conditions, screen do
beds and general con
tions. A new air condit
ed Beanery was built
this writer and his brot
were the prime cont
ors. We also started
Cass Scenic Railroad

same year.
Mr. Thayer wrecke
Orlando in Brax

County in 1958. The
car behind three engi
kicked a rail and 31
cars loaded, jumped
track and piled up 6
We were clocked a
miles per hour whe
wrecked.

Mr. Thayer wrecke
miles east of Cowe
Laurel Creek's ste
grade. We had a
wheel that wouldn
down in a curveand o

ddﬂunndchih
ud

.'_r'

t:_ v ‘--\r- s
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and Cumberland, Mary-  fire and the recent wrecy ,, -

y of the second floor ]
e hotel. Mr. Thayer  land; there is litde trackage  Centralia Tunnel. W),
in the scope of the B&O you come out of the 4‘6‘(\) a <
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¢ made it back to the j
Grafton yards that Mr. feet tunnel it is only abour

ind the Hostler for
informed himand the  Thayer has not covered. 40 feet to the 600 feet lon,,
in that the engine and Mr. Thayer was the bridge with guerders every by Sheri
knes 1o the passenger  original  objector to the 100 feet an"ﬂ;v“ 200 fee My p
w were frocsing up.  conditions at  the old downtothe W‘mﬂ'-Th«:d--‘t ‘been fﬁ
hayer. the fireman  Beanery at Cowen. He filed of the wreck the cnginc‘:-y blunder:
wider had the engine  a  report on several was through the tunnel ancri Sometirn
| out. heat in the occasions about living on the burning bridge ang the non
ger coaches and conditions, screen doors, engines passed over th the elec
o crew was oo thetr  beds and general condi- bridge on the steel g'uerdcrc- the po
¢ 7% am for tons. A newair condition- and clearing the burnins two-tin
— ed Beanery was built and ties and hot steel as th 8 had a st
Thawer scrved as  this writer and his brothers  slid across the guerders t:f- at the
¢ on the 5005 were the prime contract- fuel oil tanks weresplitan:i here
'mwm ors. We also started the when the fuel oil hitthe h Virgini
o o Clae Cass Scenic Railroad the steel it madeatremendofi: ek
wed T W same year. fire. Somehow the man tf
nf the theoetie on Mr. Thayer wrecked at  engineers and train cre 2 the el
w of the byggest  Orlando in Braxton mamgedtoputoutt\'cf%- 1972.
mgoes ever n County in 1958, The first  and save the engin }:1& e
pepe the 614, thar  car behind three engineers  Thayer was ~ C
g ¢ | : . oneof th our
wowsly om  kicked a rail and 31 coal engineers who hel cfl o oy
M;:“ waday  cars l:jiu!hjwnped the rebuild the bridge gnd YOIy
m‘l‘h m“ tnchw piled up 6 deep.  restore railroad traffic. of e
B Tam ¢ were clocked ar 39 Mr. Thayer married el
froes com mibes per hour when e
we railroad woman. His ml
:

aomplieg @  wrecked Charlott
¢ Thayer, was
M TMc(;m_fckuitwo clerk and rclcgnp;\
raies n:‘ .k'(m on  operator in Grafton before
-hl.-ul - H’ steepest they moved to Cowen. |

h' 8 loose Mr. Thayer was bom to Siact
.=- wouddn't slow  be a railroad engineer. He
sowrveand tureed  has many pictures of
_ . Vg wrecks and aan ?-
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‘\\ Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton é

If you are interested in Gas and O1l and need 1,000 acres

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any
of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or

help you block up acreage for drilling or

selling. Mike Ross
Buckhannon, WV 26201
(304) 472-1110
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‘: Mike Ross Gas and O1l Coalton é

If you are interested in Gas and O1l and need 1,000 acres

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or

help you block up acreage for drilling or

selling. Mike Ross
Buckhannon, WV 26201

(304) 472-1110
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. spent part of the
W muﬂﬂu in Cana,
wnd on oCCAMon
Hime out from waork
on the front parch of
B ki Company Store,
Uy ap GnE Tme win one
bigest in the state
E Lo about anything
a . one hears
okl No. 4 Shay
mrchﬂﬂ'd from
Valley Lumber
¥, Tioga, an:
at Cass as @
embrance o old
@ days and as an
jon train for people
all over the U.S. and
w countries. At the
peesent time, old No. 4
seTves as @ rralning engine,
| raining some youn, men
 as future engineers for the
| (Cass Scenic Railroad when
e is complered to Bald
“¥nob. The No, 7 Shay
“engine, which recently
visited the Mountain Stare
'Forest Festival, was
rchased by the Marural
Department
B ey, Rainele, WV
1 v, Ramnelle,
;ﬂ:’;e and hllo. 1 are
t Dnﬂml engines
from ¢ Mower
ber Company, Num-
5 Is in operation and
1 is being completcly
overhauled and will be
ready for service by June of
1067, Shay No,] é wusbdw
engine to Bald Knob in
II‘&!"WE‘"W!'IIN Barron

and ocher stare officials

§

Vest Virginia.
*  Siming on the store
" porch, onc hears wild tales
of Thornt Hennings and
. Big John Cochran, as well
‘as many others. Somehow
they remember more about
Aances, fist fights, murders,
| snd jails than aboutr how

Continued From Page 6

ing thar you

uld ask for. The
in Ber, was
o a large wholesale

many
items were bought in
“The Pardec Curtin Store
h many good store

ers under Mr.
on,

~oldest And Highest

many thousand feer of
lumber was sawed in 24
hours (242 M feet). They
all remember certain
railroad wrecks and snow
storms and ‘about all of
them have been in the rown
of Spruce in its heyday,
gmpulnl: 500 in 1914,
onarding house, post

office, school a Dr.
Coffer and his pill bag and
motar car.,

Mre. Walter Good,
tallroad engineer on the
Spruce line from 1927
until 1960, can give you as
much or more information
a8 anyone in Cass. In face,
he was the engineer for No
| to Bald Knob when the
politicians and Mr. Barron
took the last ride. He
recalls a wreck on the run
around in Spruce with =
700 Malley belonging to
the Western anlam:ﬁ He
was running Shay No. 12,
reversing the bar. The
hit him again. Shay No. 12
wits never run anymore, He
said it was really sad to see
such a good engine be cut
up for junk, as the Mower
Lumber Company Engines
Nos. 2,3, 8,9, 10, 11, and
13 got the same treatment
later on. He stared to me
that he had a Shay engine

off the track as many as 12
times in one day,

As you know, Mower
Lumber Company had
their own ghs;r (still in
anon ) nnc

of wood, go to the
shop and with the help and
advice of others, would
cast the piece out of steel,

The present railroad
known as the Cass Scenic
Railroad, was a really busy
place from 1906 o 1913.

Pardee-Curtin Lumber

Virginia for employment.
We are thankful for all the
good football players
furnished to Woebster
Springs High School: Jack
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant
Lough, Jim Arbogast,
Rickyand Larry Cutlip, Joe
and Phil Harris, Brack
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck
Lipscomb, Clyde and
Durward Leuikart, Dick

and Argel Smith, Walt
Helmick, and Frank Darko
from Jerryville,

We are proud Curtin

Shay urgines No. T2 aind 13
(150 ton) were used
exclumwely on the righ:
mile being rebuile making
two and sometimes threr
mips n 2% houms The
C&O from Romcerverr o
Dlurbin took 100 ars of
lumber, pulp and tanned
bark, from Cass almos:
every day m Covington,
Virginia and Luke Lake,

Maryland. Mr. Good, who
was one ﬂfﬂwcngml.‘m on
this run for years
remembers the old supply
car and tried tokeep it with
him as much as possi

There were so many peaple
trying to travel from
Spruce to Cass, it was
dangerous riding on the log
cars irteen were all they
could haul and get through
the switch backs and they
used a brakeman for every
two cars. He said the
supply car and log cars
were overloaded with berry
pickers in the summer and
an awful lot of hunters
during the fall and winter

Mr. Good's wife, still
living in' Cass, ran the last
boarding house at Spruce
or Cheat Junction from
1941-1946, and that was
the last of the buildings at
Spruce. Chmtj unction was
the railroad junction
berween Slaty Fork and
Elkins. The steamn Malley
of the Western Maryland

Railroad stopped for
water, coal and orders. It
was an enjoyable place for
railrond workers to relax
and assemble history of

railroad  wre AnEr

: of a snow storm
Which. % bard co. believe,

but elements of the same
storm were here in
Webster § imfs.Ourv:rv
own people of this rown
were withour water and
electricity for one week and
people from Upperglade
and other parts of the
country were sidelined in
Webster Springs from 2 to

5 days. The _time was
December 7, 1944.
Although [ was in Germany
ar that time, | recall ralking
to many of our cinzns
about their conditions
during that particular week
of by-gone history. Mrs.
Good said it started
snowing at a.m.

December 7, 1944 and
snowed 36 inches by 11:30
am. lekepron snowirgifor
a week and rthey kept
keeping records. In three

winubow o
floor

came in the window of the
engine so badly they had o

=op and sh

ous of the ab. Mrs. Good
said that during the snow

storm  they
telephone
with Elkins

out of a lox

and had to bake bocuins

three times
experience
She only ha

b4, and was
men and 2 women, and had

m scratch
the barrel i

for a full week ané

ou

Fraﬂg the talk pn the front
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Store  of

Lumber Company comes
many & good story. How

they

well

by the younger generation
and the public is unknown

Ome thing

w your mind when you
menton Spruce, itsurelyis
coldest
place in West Virginia
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Some two weeks ago, 1
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Thet st 5 onnect the Case YOUNE. energetic meacher

d bed room for ct the C e Snerpetic
Railrond. 1he Tom the focal Webster

Springs High School, Me

Leroy Crislip, was with us
as photographer, andhe laa
foil good one. His pictures,
on this trip, will be a credit
oy Webwrer County citimns

m Maryland, and
the C&O and make service
svailable to rourists that is
unbelievable, If this should
become a reality instead of

the bortom of

ar foodd. [t insted

hey all

t in fine shape & T >
st i dream, W et Vieginla  for the next generation. We
could be the greatest were fortunate in the
the Mower twurist atttaction of all the  services of My Phillig
states in the nathon Bagdon of Alexandria,

Virginia, an emplovee of

| talked with Me. Liliac e
Jim Comstock’s and the

are appreciaed
who gave me oaly lirde

encouragement, hawever,  Hillbilly". This voung

for site comis, .luil fi cn‘liv_ my \_.i:(\, man s just starting in
“\i‘"r'“‘ o 1‘ stake o foumalism and his fiess
ook first hand. We were

year as a writer, photo-
grapher, and  newspaper
man, He was highly
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- spent part of the
X ::,‘ m'::‘nths in Cass,
and on occasions
King time out from work
¢ on the front porch of
« okl Company Store,
hich at one ﬂ!‘l'lt‘ :35 :)ar:
iggest in the state
: diczgmflnut anything
= wanted, one hears the
Lhistle of old No. 4 Shay
engine purchased from
Birch Valley Lumber
‘Company, Tioga, WV and
e at Cass as a
I mcmbrlncc of old
bewing days and as an
excursion train for people
from all over the U.S. and
Sxelgn countries. At the
.‘.," t ime, old No. 4
' rs @8 2 training engine,

- some men
s future cers for the
Cass Scenic Railroad when

i completed to Bald

V. o, The No. 7 Shay
oy enpine, which recently
wisited the Mountain State
Forest Festival, was
: d by the Natural
} arcrs rtment
;: > htl os. River
A ..‘ L

5

Shay engines No. 12 any
ton)

~oldest And Highest 020050

mile being rebuilt m:
two and sometimes
rips in 24 hours.
C&O from Roncery
Durbin took 100
lumber, pulp and t
bark, from Cass ;
every day to Covi
Virginia and Luke

Maryland. Mr. Goo
was one of the engir

many thousand feer of
lumber was sawed in 24
hours (242 M feet). They
all remember certain
railroad wrecks and snow
storms and ‘about all ot
them have been in the town
of Spruce in its heyday,
Eropulatc 500 in 1914,
oarding house, post

office, schoor and"Dr, Thisrun fot’
(ni?)if;: zs::-d his pill bag and ?r and tried tokee

Mr. Walter GOOd. ﬁ?ﬂ:swemw:\sat"
railroad engineer on the trying to trav
Spruce line from 1927 Spruce to Cass
until 1960, can give you as dangerous riding

much or more information
as anyone in Cass. In fact,
he was the engineer for No.

1 to Bald Knob when the
politicians and Mr. Barron
took :

cars. Thirteen we
could haul and g
the switch back:
used a brakemar

two cars. He

the last ride. He '
recalls a wreck on the run iucprglgv ol s |
around in Spruce with a s Soves i G
700 Malley belonging to P il los 4
the Western I\sflharylhno A ll-;c ?‘ll::ri:\g the fall 3
was running Shay No. 12,
reversing the bar. The 700 X< Osols
hit him again. Shay No. 12 oo T !
was never run anymore. He t::g Cass,
said it was really sad to see ng """"“lm
such a good engine be cut 054(]]."“‘9?
up for junk, as the Mower l\“.h“ tm

hmutm
of the Westen

Ratlroad st
*:- cd
Wi an
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i train for people
:1‘1 over the U.S. and
countries. At the
t ume, old No. 4
as a training engine,
3 g SOME young men
:'?:m':r cnguwcr.-.nfgar the
Cass Scenic Railroad when
gt s completed to Bald
Knob. The No. 7 Shay
engine, which recently
vistted the Mountain State
Forest Festival, was
rchased by the Natural
esources Department
rom eadow River
Company, Rainelle, WV.
- Shay No. 5 and No. 1 are
two of the original engines
left from ¢t ower
Lumber Company. Num-
S I8 in operation and

No. 1 is being completely
overhauled and will be
ready for service by June of

spruce line from 1927

until 1960, can give you as

much or more information
as anyone in Cass. In facr,
he was the engineer for No.
1 to Bald Knob when the
politicians and Mr. Barron
took the last ride. He

recalls a wreck on the run

around in Spruce with a

700 Malley belonging to
the Western Maryland. He

was running Shay No. 12,

reversing the bar. The 700
hit him again. Shay No. 12
was never run anymore. He
said it was really sad to see
such a good engine be cut
up for junk, as the Mower
Lumber Company Engines
Nos. 2, 3, 8,9, 10, 11, and
13 got the same treatment
later on. He stated to me

times in one day.

As you know, Mower
Lumber Company had
their own shop (stll in

. -
operagton) and made all

Liyilig ©TO 1t
Spruce w

dangerous ric
cars. Thirtee
could haul a
the switch
used a brak
two cars.
supply car
were overlo
pickers in t
an awful
during the

Mr. Go
living in C
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or Cheat
1941-194¢

e last of
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water, O



Sitting on the Sstore
porch, one hears wild tales
of Thornt Hennings and
Big John Cochran, as well
as many others. Somehow
they remember more about
dances, fist fights, murders,
and jails than about how

iy

of wood, then gb to the
shop and with the help and
advice of others, would
cast the piece out of steel.

The present railroad
known as the Cass Scenic
Railroad, was a really busy
place from 1906 to 1913.

Pardee-Curtin Lumber

Continued From Page 6
about anything that you
ét‘l“l'\.' sl.'-k for. 'I'llt‘
& warchouse in Bergoo was
| equal to a large wholesale
bouse. Potatoes and many
food items were bought in
carload lots.
" The Pardee Curtin Store
ll.d many gund store
managers under Mr.
Orkney: Doy Brannon,
Parcoal;: Brack Davis,
Parconl; LB, Robinson,
Bergoo; George Barnett of
Camden on Gauley,
Bergoo. The Curtin stores
were considered among the
best of company stores in
the state of West Virginia.
It & this writer's opinion
that Curtin was an
e company. It is
writer's opinion
every ton of coal
bowed of lumber

Virginia for employment,
We are thankful for all the
good football players
furnished to Webster
Springs High School: Jack
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant
Lough, Jim Arbogast,
Rickyand Larry Cutdip, Joe
and Phil Harris, Brack
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck
Lipscomb, Clyde and
Durward Leuikart, Dick
and Argel Smith, Walt
Helmick, and Frank Darko
from Jerryville.

We are proud Curtin
sent us Grant Winkler,
who works for the Scate
Road, George Crislip, our
banker, his wife, a teacher
in the local

which is h
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Shay eogines No. 12and 13
(150 ton) were used
exclusively on the eight
mile being rebuilt making
wo and sometimes three
o in 24 hours. The
& O from Roncervert to
Durbin took 100 cars of
lumber, pulp and tanned
bark, ‘Ihrom Cass almost
every day to Covington,
Virginia and Luke Lake,

Maryland. Mr. Good, who

was one of the engineerson
this run for years
remembers the old suppl
car and tried to keep it wit
him as much as possible.
There were so many people
trying to travel from
Seruce o Cass, it was

- { A Ay

L A "-{ \ J l /
l!;lvh I was upr to l}n.
Wlndnwh on the ser ond
floor of the bourding

}“msx Mr. Good told me
that they put two and three
railroad engines together to
plow the snow off t

tracks. Mr. Good ran the
lead engine and the snow
came in the window of the
engine so badly they had to
stop and shovel the snow
out of the cab. Mrs. Good
said that during the snow
storm they always had
telephone connections
with Elkins. The did run
out of a lot of items to eat
and had to bake biscuits
three times a day. It was an
experience of a lifetime.
She only had bed room for
14, and was stuck with 20,
men and 2 women, and had
to scratch the bottom of
the barrel for food. ltlasted
for a full week and they all
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suld haul and get through
:;m‘dswltch backs and they
used a brakeman for every
WO CAars, H:d slnld the
supply car a Off cars
mzverlonded with berry
pickers in the summer and
an awful lot of hunters
during the fall and winter,

Mr. Good's wife, still
living in Cass, ran the last
boarding house at Spruce

Cheat Junction from

or
041.1946, and that was
tlhc last lhcnbuil ing‘:at

MITUCE. ChcatJuncnon was
the raitlroad junction
berween Slaty rk and
Elkins. The steam Malley
of the Western Maryland

Railroad stopped for
water, coal and orders. It
was an enjoyable place for

ratbrosd workers to relax
snd assemble history of
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to scratch the bottom of
the barrel for food. 1tlasted
for a full week and they all

de it out in fin sl?ragﬁi

orch 'ofzg;“g cfcpé%npany
tore of the ower

Lumber Company comes
many a good story. How
well they are appreciated
by the younger generation
and the public is unknown.
One thing for sure comes
to your mind when you
mention Spruce, itsurely is
the coldest and highest
place in West Virginia.
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sory of a snow  storm
which 5 hard to believe,
but clements of the same
storm were here in
Webnter Springs. Our very
own people of this town
were uut‘mut water and
clectricity for one week and
people  from Upperglade
snd other parts of the

country were sidelined in
Webmter Springs from 2 to

§ daws. The time was
December 7. 1944
Alsoush | was in Germany
¢ thar time. | recall ralking
B many ofF Oour QOixns

shout their conditions
Saring that particular week
of bygone history Mrs
Good said it started
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A Trip To Bald Knob

Some two weeks ago, |
grabbed my hat and coat
and headed down through
Randolph, Pendleton,
Grant, lr&?. Hampshire,
and Jefferson counties
toward Baltimore to talk

with a Mr liac, vice
peecident of tl!;'l \f/csrcrn

Maryland Railroad in
- ce to a possible
tourist train out of
Webster Springs to
Spruce, to Elkins, and
possible connections with
the Cass Scenic Railroad.
The 1.2 mile linking tract

would connect the Cass

Scenic Railroad, the
Western Maryland, and
the C&O and make service

available 1o tourists that is
unbelievable. If this should
become a reality instead of
a dream, West Virginia
could be the greatest
ourist attraction of all the
states in the nation.

Page 11

Spruce, through the scenic
wonderland from Bergoo
to Slaty Fork, to Spruce.
We were honored to have
Mr. Utterback, trainmaster
of the Elkins branch, as one
of our drivers. We were
accompanied by State
Senator Mr. Carl Gainer,
who is also Senate
Chairman of the Natural
Resources Committee, and
Mr. Bob Phillips, his
Republican opponent for
the upcoming election on
November 3, 1970. The
young, energetic teacher
from the local Webster
lLeroy Crislip, was with us
as photographer,andheisa
real one. His pictures,
on this trip, will be a credit
to Webster County citizens
for the next generation. We
were fortunate in the
services of Mr. Phillip
Bagdon of Alexandria,
yee of




Sat tion who gave me only little ‘!im Comstock";:t{&*tf;
E‘mmmkm e}:cdot:j ement, however, ""Hillbilly’’. This young
Bt e s LT o St B
o your mind when fo& st hand. We were JoUmalism and. his firs

. . itsurely is nte mission to take Y®T a5 a writer, photo-
mmm highest Er:ouplcp;rf ratlroad mmoi grapher, and newspa
in West Virginia.  cars on Awgust 14, 1970 man. He was highly

from Webster Springs to Continued On Page 8
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A Trip To

Continued From Page 7

recommended by Mr.

Comstock, and he is, in my
sinton, one of the most

7asmcal writers on railroad

hlstor to come down the

E‘i ‘-lh'. wrmng. on this
p'

earing in
newspapers t

oughout

West Vl ginia, ﬁn in cH:xe
time, roughout the

nataon--provndmg he
't become a second

“Sheriff” Given and let his
hat go to a size number 8
and want to run for
C or move in on the
New York Times for his
: first full time job.

Mr. E.O. Parker, a good
looking, voung track
supervisor was the driver
of the other motor car. He

mlented, slow, easy
speaking, conscientious,
ratlroad main, who
wricved I carrying out his

“li' were

5 2

nme
t 15
g ann' inanL for
o vews that thus fine
ye wmknun will never
#LEPT Ew sasgnment
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Lowmgfisde mhn‘ [‘bﬂ!(}-

1 O fiment of
iFre was
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Bald Knob

This tourist attraction, a : e —
scenic train always loaded U UUAHUNTA
with people from through-
out KE: United States, is a

ctacular of wonder. As

e #7, a Shay relic of
logging years, almost stalls
proach the

as they a
steepest ra e in the Cass
Scenic ilroad Tour, all

aboard experiences a thrill;
a thrill wﬁlch the engineer
gives his customers an

photographers every day.
A shrill whistle, a show, a
ring of smoke, a few hot
cinders, all add up to a
lasting memory to all

aboard.

We all have certain day
swe will always remember.
Maybe it was a church
service, a football game,
elecdion day, a lecture in
high school or college, a big
contract, or a fist fight with
the Honorable Curt Trent,
or a bad story you gave toa
ne “.\F;Tcr. or a good onc
you failed to get printed
but Awgust 14, 13:0 will
always chhof lasting
Ll:murhm Utter-

Parker, Mr
Gainer, Mr. letp. and
the fine Mr.
Phllip
znp the -unh.
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the journey, 1.2 papers, noftes, ?ﬂd t E’:‘
m:lu over the old dkabltm?f'i- make innumer-
disbanded railroad of the b\.n:n ttthepho' ne calls, and eleph:
Mowery Lumber Com- e midnight oil, we Job,

;ura.!x e Bald Knob nothing by vo if. 1
Beaenibisiondad nih mﬁ:plt "% Randolgh.
ours, b W smoke tas, and Webster and r

o B }l—_ L

1

-

F‘I

prophe...| sk mw #‘

DF “Shardr" Given m

.

ol
™



brother, R K. Given and
Pat Elsick). This entrance
o Cass and Bald Knob was
a dream of beauty by some

g architect, employed
z:“:':nrf and Daily It was a

monument of
CoOnstrcIon, a
ot i‘r.uh' for the tourist

griet in
aramount

L] AT EL TR BWMTYSE)y

Salt Sulphur Wells and
Baths restored and a d:?ly

tourist train from Webster
mn& to Bald Knob. N¢

N can Ao anytning
without the help of the
people...I ask your help!

Sincerely,
D.P. "Sheriff" Given

Asking Politicians To

Consider Youth-CCC’s

Condnued From Page 9

are human and logical, it
would appropriate money
and put all these unem-
plowed people o work,
rebuslding the flood towns
of WV. However, it is not
clenr that the federal
T RNt s Dot going to
ferniah the appropriate
heip, maxch e [‘ﬁ'\‘h.k‘
gl on the mass scale as
e WPA CCCT sand NYA
e ¥ 17

Y '.*\:_l wy

youths. It has been a new
style of writing, like steak
sauce poured over my
fountain pen; like ketchup,
mustard or lettuce on the
burger. It isn't so, writing
style is a dish by itself. (Jim
Comstock — WV Hillnlly).

A pood cook knows howto
combine cooking clements
in the right amount at the
right time with the righe
temwrature, so this writer
aml Liten ha‘ ntn\nl [ {1]
math words and senteraes
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The South

f'-‘l.' o

o, M e 14, 1960

ror e wuu .‘m - s e of
wior e wei unching and running

SuRd e comtramcting buasiness over a
L ond ,: nd of years, one must
[ Wp——— w the memory of an
roanlls. and cuphant the cournage of
Wt ol we Job and the desire to
snd bmie or  devamm  with imaginary

nedY He 8 . . ‘. v 3, well-

[ Y beanyg of his county, state
v ‘r!:tﬂ aad naton that could be
and bl recorded in the history

books for the next

Branch Valley Of West Virginia

less a homecoming among
the friendly people who

Virginia tags and they were
state cars—probably some
political rar:mtr sponging

a night's lodging.
At 11:30 p.m., | found
myself on a moonlit

driving down the
on State

night
Canaan Valley

Rouu: No 32 to Harman

recent neéews reélecases o
millions of dollars for the
development of a tourist
mecca for that particular
area. | remember a few
back when we were

the school at the

mouth of Seneca—I ook
the same ride in December
during deer season and
there seemed to be a tent
pitched in every bend of
the road with native
citizens in quest of a deer. |
drove real slow down the
Allegheny Mountain to be
sure of identification of a
spot where a tractor trailer
had wrecked and disposed
of a trailer load of
Clmpbell s Soup and well
a few young

ht years
m.nlkln; about the

migrated to the South
Branch Valley.

Yesterday's sounds and

today’s in the unique South

Branch of West Virginia,
the sportsman’s paradise, is
100 rmle:s from city h\ 1ng

with smokc signals from
the Senecas or Cherokees,
and the Indian “wa” cry,
along with the yelps of the
dying wildcat just pierced
from the flint of the stone
carved from the rock
formations you now see as

you roll merril through
the historic valley with a

high powered engine at
your fingertips hstemng to
the commentators' talk
about the destruction of
the world.

Today the South Branch

Vlrgtma ;oo life stors

Valley is one of the greas

farming regions of West
Virginia. The poultry
convention (Chicken

Pluckers) held yearly at
Moorefield gives you 2 new
look at industry. Poultryin
the South Branch is big
business and the Pcmlm;

their customs and

traditons.

The Valley remembers
the McNeill Rangers;
shares its old style homes;
displays its primitive
antiques and civil war relics
in the Petersburg Museum.
Beauty is in the South
Branch Valley; unique
Smoke Hole and Seneca
Caverns, and Lost River
State Park. Itisa greatplace

for sight-seeing and city

sick vacation seekers.




with & drocae that told me |
had been mbsing some-
thing = all the years | had
been traveling through
West Vieginia. [ traveled

Parsons, Thomas
and

T...o.,"'a"i."“'“ e
the people
abour the hopetful
candidate for govemor in
1964 There scems to be
considerable unrest among
&Duuocnuﬁm and theyare
pempeng pillar to post
with no definite conclus-
jons as of yer. The
Republicans are definitely
Arch Moore and Cecil
Underwood. | visited
Blackwater Falls with one
of my political enemies,
and as | looked over the
restaurant and lodging
facilites and the parking
lot, | then realized that
ﬂuk*;;cr F"flr’omw“
enjoyed by people the
United States. | only
spotted rwo cars with West

TETTE  GRET  wEROn AN
there seemad 1o be a tent
pitched in bend of
the road with native
citisens in quest of a deer. |
drove real slow down the
Allegheny Mountain to be
sure of identificarion of a
spot where a tractor trailer
had wrecked and disposed
of a trailer load of
Campbell’s Soup and well
remembered a few young
boys seven or eight years
old ralking about the
“Lassie”” show and the
different types of soup they
had never tasted before.
That was some 10 years
ago—those same young
men are now married, in
Uncle Sam's Army, or
students in some college or
university in preparation
for the hard struggles of life
for the next 40 years.

I slipped silently by the
Mouth of Seneca viewing
the rocks by moonlight
which gives you the feeling
“Indians” are still there
watching every move you
make. I drifted along the
South Branch Valley
carved through rocks of
unique beauty into historic
Petersburg where the Tri-
County Fair (Hardy,
Grant, and Pendleton) is
held annually and is more or

the historic valley with a
high powered engine at
your fingertips listening 1o
the commentators’ talk

about the destruction of
the world.
Today the South Branch

g T W LTI TY

Beauty is in the South
Branch Valley; unique
Smoke Hole and Seneca
Caverns, and Lost River
State Park. It isa great place
for sghtseeing and city
sick vacation seekers.
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What A Ride!

this mounigin railroad

the Town of Cass, Wast I. b,

hill as it opproaches the
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ready for

Airv. three miles 1O Slaty
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ment and the Cass Scenic
Radlremd on our maiden
suts of the Webster
Randolph Scenic Railrond
We are now on the return
mip from Slaty Fork by way
of Cheat Juncrion to
Dharbin and the interchange
o the C ke and
Ohso R.nm our
final destination—Cass,
with their famous switch-
backs and 12% miles of
grades and unequaled
summertime weather,
caves and outstanding

I Natural Kesowroes r\“l"'lﬂ'

Webater.Randoloh So
Railrond with a sellout
crowd six weeks in
advance. A fantastic short
ride on Friday, April 30, by
2700 school children and
teachers, the black billows
of smoke, the whistle, the
bell—a recreation of the
19cth century transporta-
tion system.

The town was spruced.
The local people had spent
much time and many hours
and was well organized for
the big day when we could
say, “Welcome aboard the
‘Salt Sulphur Special’.”

distinctive open car tourist
train d by the world's
largest 100 ton Heisler
steam engine—people
clamoring ?or seats, many
taking their very first ride
behind steam, a mixed
variation of passengers,
newsmen, radio and
television people, a
sprinkle of real railrcad
buffs (approximately 40),
civic clubbers, nature
lovers, railroad executives,
legislators, and state
senators, all determined to
have a real good time. It
had been a big weekend for
Webster County. The local
people really had the "red
carpet’’ out with local dvic
organizations presenting
Webster County's state-
wide nature tours, with
lectures, barn dances, ramp
feeds, and a full three days
of recreation for our out of
county and out of state
visitors. They had all
enjoyed the train ride in
many pictures and
recordings of sounds of
steam all along Elk River
from Webster Springs to
Slaty Fork. They had
listened to the "best music
in the world," the brass bell
ringing, the whistle sounds
of a "whipporwill ", the dry
river, an echo as you pass
through a gorge or dﬁj‘
cut. The full steam aheaa,
the photo rounds, a whirling
cloud of smoke and steam,
cameras clicking awav, a
rewarding justificaton for
Webster County and its

tions and some
serious doubts about
future runs. The fog was so
thick from Cherry Falls to
Bergoo you could cur it
with a knife. At the
crossing one mile below
Bergoo, a few white faced
cattle were grazing
gracefully. Only three
short days ago their lives
tails and heads were highin
the air on the verge of
stampede from the effects
of the steam, black billows
of smoke, and the shrill
whistle of Heisler #6, for
the crossing. | stopped at
Horton's Store for a few fat
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had
sold completely out to the
tourists on Saturday and
Sunday.
By the time I passed the

#4 mine, the fog had
cleared and rthere were
many campers and

fishermen all along the
river. | noticed one
gentleman drinking water
from a creek on rthe left-
hand side of the road. You
could now see the snow
lines abour half-way up the
mountains. | passed a small
cemetery below the road, a
big buck deer was eating
grass from around one of
the markers, he made
about six long jumps into
the natural habitar or
hardwood dmber and his
white tail wvanished. |
continued up Elk across
the Pocahontas Count

line and headed acrass M.

Railroad
there is about one inch of
the slickest ice 1 ever
encountered on a highway.
Two house trailers on this
side of the bridge and a
McCleen tractor jack-
knifed on the other side.
The road had been
completely blocked; a state
road grader, and a load of
salt cleared the road and |
journeyed on to the Slaty
Fork Railroad yard. “Doc’*
Carlson had old Heisler #6,
snorting, smoking, and
steaming. They are shifting
to the main tracks, getting

at the end of the boarding

of
the water tank is about four
tons of coal besides whar is
in the regular bin in
preparation for ocur long
journey o Cass.

We leave Slaty Fork ar
9:35 a.m. with 200 Ibs. sof
steam with whistles
blowing everything, w full
capacity. Some are in
doubt whether we an
make it up Mt. Airy with
seven empty cars, a

caboose and 13 people.
Stewart Swink, a Cass
brakeman, loses his pipe
during the first 1,000 feet.
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Ralrcad with a sellout
crowd six weeks in
advance. A fantastic short

rde on Friday, April 30, by
270 school children and
toachers. the black billows
o smoke. the whistle, the
wll—a recreation of the
Seh  century transporta
N sysIem

The town was spruced.
be loaal people had spent
wch ame and many hours
s was well organized for
ke big day when we could
y. “Welkcome aboard the
Mt Sulpbur Special'.”

largest 100 ton Heisler
steam engine—people
clamoring for seats, many
taking their very first ride
behind steam, a mixed
variation of passengers,
newsmen, radio and
television people, a
sprinkle of real railroad
buffs (approximately 40),
civic clubbers, nature
lovers, railroad executives,
legislators, and srtate
senators, all determined to
have a real good time. It
had been a big weekend for
Webster County. The local
people really had the “‘red
carpet’’ out with local civic
organizations presenting
Webster County's state-
wide nature tours, with
lectures, barn dances, ramp

s

feeds, and a full three day

of recreation for our out of

record of sounds of
steam all along Elk River
from Webster o

serious doubts about
future runs. The fog was so
thick from Cherry Falls to

Bergoo you could cut it

with a knife. At the

crossing one mile below

Bergoo, a few white faced

cattle were grazing

gracefully. Only three

short days ago their lives

tails and heads were high in
the air on the verge of
stampede from the effects
of the steam, black billows
of smoke, and the shrill
whistle of Heisler #6, for
the crossing. | stopped at
Horton's Store for a few fat
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had
sold completely out to the
tourists on Saturday and
Sunday.

By the time I passed the
#4 mine, the fog had
cleared and there were
many campers and
fishermen all along the
river. | noticed one

tleman drinking water
?:m a creek on the left-
hand side of the road. You
could now see the snow
lines about half-way up the
mountains. | a small
below the road, a

the slickest ice
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Two house trailer
side of the bridy
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completely block
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the slickest ice | ever
encountered on a highway.
Two house trailers on this

wde of the bridge and a

McCleen rtractor jack-
b“l\" on fh(‘ t)(h(’l’ ‘!oidﬂl‘
The road had been

completely blocked; a state
sond grader, and a load of
sale cheared the road and |
orneved on to the Slary
Fork Radroad yard "Dec™
Larlson had old Hetsler #6,
ssorting. smoking, and
soamang T hey are shifting
0 the main tacks, groting

the water tank isabout four
tons of coal besides what is
in the regular bin in
preparation for our long
journey to Cass.

We leave Slaty Fork at
9:35 a.m. with 200 lbs.*of
steam with whistles
blowing everything, © full
capacity. Some are in
doubt whether we an
make it up Mt. Airy with
seven empty cars, a
caboose and 13 people.
Sewart Swink, a Cass
brakeman, loses his p
during the first 1.000(':
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h-:-Only 86 Miles

From Flatwoo

ds To Cass—

the Back Fork Ridge, on

v i
Cumiimaaed Fromn Page | geht st 7 pm. from five v's yearly homecoming. At gauge passenger train, also 10 spend ;:: a:':;mﬂm"{‘olu the left is Pat Skidmore's
v o counties in WV: Upshur, the upper end of the B&O Railroad passenger you are a boat tracer. d : s B iinued ¥
e Rples's Relarve ' % Th son's, Holly Service Sgation, acT
oo w muching and  Lewis Beaxton, Gilmer, airport, you mke the Dyer  train, from Clarksburg to  pass omp ' g WV Liquor Randoiph C:
- ...‘-i: L he chief  and Webster, It bs the so @l  Hill Road to Braxton Richwood. Next you pass Hole campsitc. lij?:pg]g ¢ Store and Chevrole: gon 28, 73
h event of the week, and County's beautiful mar- the High Knob Methodist 2 coal stripper and builde i : 2 1 nas
mitghe. & 8 S W= ' ; 5 ; f Harrison County's super Garage. At the st0p ight is miles 1,04£
Aerieg place for Brmets everybody has a good time. 00N, shell-pink red brick Church and cemetery hul_li of Harriso ot Murl’s Restaurant. Turn Guy Kump
seiling Sember. Soemctimes They sell. buy and trade.  health center. Next you in 1890 and rebuilt in Bridgeport mall, isa ormler '-‘;\t on 15 Sowh § of 1935an
Sy g back 00 the howse They have beenatitsolong  pass the Morrison United 1950--home church of Webster County .nar;w‘ 1;[2 ick's Restaurant an  1960. Ho
st by dep. oo ot they are no longer Methodist Church, black Braxton Counw'shonorcd You pass the N':,“' Hope Semru:s tion. You come . hissorical |
wpuy. horses send of bull  amateurs They are all top entrance, brick patio citizen Wilkie Dennison of Churc.h of Diana, 2 Ear‘-}"bcﬂ ;13 ion. e B catorally
Gewers, and mamw mstend besiness and competiion  with four picnic tableswith Cowen, farmer, commun- people's church pal_d_ for o c t{:t eségp e ‘éuaﬁ B Fo
of trocks amd wmactor  to one another. A sale, a benches, a beautiful well- ity newspaper repOrter, and Frected by the citizens  State oute 2C an "\“aﬁ : B ety
waliers Copee's Resmaurant  social event, a wy kept cemetery amid ancak builder of fiddles. of Diana. When youstopat  on your way md‘t de ! Ociober
w ful of Bardworking, historical event by the real Erove, 3 great setting for a  Although a stone's throw Bruffy's Store for gas and Head. You passHmel cém §  has T
Sceesr peogie and a good  mounmaineers of WV. country church. You from the Mount Hebron oil, you turn the cgmer arl\r:l ge?tﬂ Spflgggﬁ h: - B brown, s
plsce =5 seop for 3 country ‘ot pass . journey on past the United Methodist Church  you are on State Routes 13 nk, turnrightatthe Sears ey
- o ol Crray 5 Roebuck Store, and you e

swsl & remonable prices
¥ you are interested In
satigues, sop 3t Tommy

Park, Braxton County's 4-
H Club grounds and
Braxton County's airport

Newville Road, home of
Tom Gillespie, farmer,

logging contractor and a

on the Corley-Caress
Road, he hitch-hikes or
walks the 1% miles on the

and 20, and the Webster
Springs Turnpike, and
Cool’s Country Store, and

see an excellent motel with
reasonable prices, the

Disbiens’ Asction House. and home of Sutton Lions  great step on the WV old Braxton Turnpike to the Diana Post Office, Mineral Sgrings_Mo*.tl.On
They pthes every Serurday  Club and Braxton Count-  Midland Railroad narrow his home church at High opposite Basil Cutlip’s the left is City Hall, 2

Knob. You pass Ander-

son’s Taxidermy. Mr. Cutlip takes great pride in  including a full list of high |
Anderson is really a his job as park superin- school graduate picrures of
carpenter. 1 don’t know tendent. You are now 2 all Wesbter Springs High

how he ever wound up
being a saviour for big game
hunters. You approach

hometown park. Mr.

miles on your way to the
86-mile rip to visit the

Cass Scenic Railroad,and 9

wealth of information

School, before consolida-
don. You turn around,
to Sears

come back

Roebuck and stop, enter
the Court House lawn, and
help vourself to natural salt
sulphur water, which some
say tastes like rotren eges.
You continue south on 20
past the Go-Mart which
serves delicious sandwich-

miles out of Webster
Springs, sometimes called
Puzle Hole because of
Webster's three big
mountains: Miller, Point
and McGuire. You have to
go downhill o get into
Webster Springs and uphill

Holly Junction headwaters
of the Sutton Dam, where
both forks of Holly come
together. Six years ago, a
railroad hub and busy
depot when the narrow
gauge passenger train out of
Webster Springs made

..
- g | T ——

connection with the B&O  to get out. es, Charlie Skidmore’s
passenger trains out of You are now 35 mileson  Service Station, Foodland
Richwood to Clarksburg. your 86 milesto Cass. You and Jimmy’s Exxon. You

It is now underwater and
the site is known as
Kanawha Run Trading

are in Webster County,
Webster Springs, county
seat; 559 square miles;
939; Mayor Cassandra
Given; a small town with
down to earth people. As
you enter the city andcross

pass the entrance fo
Parcoal, Barton, Pardee &
Curdn Lur_rﬂ:r Company

Ta)' HmDer and

1 l:. You continue
across Point Mountai.
always fll;CSh air, fog and
cool nights S
El:. August and Septem-

. You stop at the

the U.S. park their boats
during winter season. It is
now run by Shirley and Jim
Bright. This is a good place
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Continued From Page 1
like Ripley's Believe It or
Not. Logging, rucking and
sawmilling is the chief
subject. It is the social

night at 7 p.m. from five
counties in WV: Upshur,
Lewis, Braxton, Gilmer,
and Webster. Itis the social
event of the week, and
everybody has a good time.
They sell, buy and trade.
They have been atitso long
they are no longer
amateurs. They are all
business and competition
to one another. A sale, a
social event, a WV
historical event by the real
moytmninacn of WV.

ou pass Holly Gray
Park, Braxton County's 4-
H Club grounds and

|
i
:

country
journey
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v's yearly homecoming. At
the upper end of the
airport, you mke the Dyer
Hill Road Braxton
County's  beautiful mar-
oon, shell-pink red brick
health center. Next you
pass the Morrison United
Methodist Church, black
top entmance, brick patio

to

with four picnic tables with
benches, a beautiful well-
kept cemetery amid an oak
grove, a great serting for a
country
journey

Newville

Tom

church.

on past

You

the

Rtﬂd. hnmc le-
Gillespie, farmer,

ogeing contractor and a
great
Miadland

the WV

Railroad narrow

step  on

gauge passenger train, also
B& O Railroad passenger
train, from Clarksburg to
Richwood. Next you pass
the High Knob Methodist
Church and cemetery built
in 1890 and rebuilt in
1950--home church of
Braxton County’s honored
citizen Wilkie Dennison of
Cowen, farmer, commun-
ity newspaper reporter,
builder of fiddles.
Although a stone’s throw
from the Mount Hebron
United Methodist Church
on the Corley-Caress
Road, he hitch-hikes or
walks the 1% miles on the
old Braxton Turnpike to
his home church at High
Knob. You pass Ander-

son’'s Taxidermy. Mr.
Anderson is really a
carpenter. | don't know

how he ever wound up
being a saviour for big game
hunters. You approach
Holly Junction headwaters
of the Sutton Dam, where
both forks of Holly come
together. Six vears ago, a
raifroad hub and busy
depot when the narrow
EAUEE Paascnger train out of
Webster Springs made
connection with the B&O
PRsSTneeT traina o Oout o
Richwood to Clar kaburg,
It e now underwater and
the site b known

. - Tl .

ey smason. it &

e ey ¥ Sy tapeies Sy

to spend the afternoon if
you are a boat trader. You
pass Thompson’s, Holly
Hole campsite. Thompson,
a coal stripper and builder

of Harrison County’s super
Bridgeport mall, is a forme
Webster County native
You pass the New Hop
Church of Diana,
people’s church paid fc
and erected by the citizer
of Diana. When you stop:
Bruffy’s Store for gas an
oil, you turn the corner an
you are on State Routes |
and 20, and the Webst
Springs Turnpike, ar
Cool’s Country Store, ar
the Diana Post Offic
opposite Basil Cutlig
hometown park. M
Cutlip takes great pride
his job as park super
tendent. You are now
miles on your way to
86-mile trip to visit
Cass Scenic Railroad, an
miles out of Webs
Springs, sometimes ca
Puzle Hole because
Webster's three
mountains: Miller, P
and McGuire. You hav
go downhill o get
Webster Springs and ug
o b’ff out
You are now 35 mile
your 56 miles to Cass. |
are in Webster Cow
Webster Speings. cou

the US peek thetr bosts 9%, Mayor Cassand

Utveny, & small wown Wi
hm-il'*‘
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¢ train, also

spend the afternoon if
= :aou erader, You

are A
i Thompson's, Holly

- e l-‘::- campsite. Thompson,

Hm\{: » coal stripper and .buildcr
weery built  of Harrison (‘uunw qsupcf
rebnilt in  Bridgeport mall, is a former
hurch of Webster County native.
shonored You pass the New Hope
maason of Church of Diana, a
commun-  people’s church paid for
remorter.  and erected by the citzens
kddles. of Dana. When you stop at
¢y throw  Bruffy’s Store for gas and
" Mebrosm  odl, you turn the corner and
r Cherch  you are on State Routes 15
Caress and 20, and the Webster
Mies or Speings Tumpike, and
mom e  Cool's Country Seore, and
ke 10 the Daana Post Office.
w High opposite Basil ('utllp'\-
Ander- bometown park. Mr
v Mr  Cuhp takes great pride in
miy & b job » park superin-
| kmow  sendent. You are now 26
d wp  milles o0 your way to the
N Stenie rip to visit the
proscd  Cass Soenic Ratlrond, and 9
Pesers.  miles owt of Webster
wieer  Speiage. soemetienes called

R
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M Mok because of
Webster's three big
ot Miller, Potrs
and MuGhgre You bave to

Cass—

he Back Fork Ridge, on
:t:: lc.-ftL is Pat Skidmore’s

Service Station, across the
street the WV Liquor
Store and Chevrolet
Garage. At the stop light is
Murl's Restaurant. Turn
right on 15 South is

Hamrick's Restaurant and
Service Station. You come

back to the stop li‘fht. take
State Route 20 and you are
on your way to Valley
Head. You pass the old
Webster Springs Hotel, the
bank, turn right at the Sears
Roebuck Store, and you
see an excellent motel with
reasonable prices, the
Mineral Springs Motel. On
the left is City Hall, a
wealth of information
including a full list of high
school graduate pictures of
all Wesbter Springs High
School, before consolida-
gon. You turn around,
come back to Sears
Roebuck and stop, enter
the Court House lawn, and
help yourself to natural salt
sulphur water, which some
say tastes like rotren :
You continue south u:?
past the Go-Mart which
serves delicious sandwich-

Only
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G“v Kurnp, great go
of 1935 and Wally
1960. How man:
hintorical points is
pationally for the
state Forest Festi
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October when Ja
has turned the |
brown, auburn r
you know winter
way.

YOU come u
Head, you turn
219 and Scenic
#55, one-half 1
pass the Vall
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are now 15 miles on
vour 86 mibes 1o Cass. You
e in Webster County.
Webnter Springs, county

. A avire Lassandra

L. 2 Al town with

down o carth people. As
o enser the aty andcrosa

s hool graduate pictures of
all Wesbter Springs High
School, betore ‘llll*unlhh
You turn around,
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Roebuck and StOD, enter
the Court House I.lu.[;_ and
}‘"[l' yoursell to natural sal
sulphur water. which SOMme
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You continue south on 20
st the Go Mart which
SUTVES \Il'lll 1OUS ‘-..lIl.l‘.l.h }1
S, l}\.lrllv \khimnru-'w
>ervice Station, Foodland
and Jimmy's Exxon. You
pass the entrance to
wrcoal, Barton, Pardee &
Lurun Luml‘-t'r (._nm; any

: i .'J! m
coal town. You continue
across Point Mq
always fresh air, fog and
cool nights through June,
July, August and Septem-
ber. You stop at the

country store and pos

untam

office at Monterville
Gateway to Pickens, and
Helvetia, where Dt

Cunningham, treated a bos:
cause for leprosy, and The
Fun Place, a new ski faciliny
for Webster County

You are now In

Continued On Page 15
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" Only 86 Miles To Cass

al points is known
Iy for the yearly
ate Forest Festival

Restaurant, and Mingo
named after the Indian
tribe. A number of Indian
statues are scattered
throughout this area and
they hold a yearly Wool
Festival. You cross the
famous Cheat Mountain,
11 miles to a sign pointing
to Snowshoe. You stop at
the Big Spring Restaurant
and Srore, and Ski Barn,
Gateway to Snowshoe and
Silver Creek ski ranges and
the Cass Scenic Railroad.
You take secondary route
9, % mile passing the Big
%ﬁring Presbyterian

urch. You will see about
10-12 horses in a field

room motel located ar the
Gateway to Snowshoe and
Silver Creek ski ranges. A
sign says Whistlepunk Inn,
6 miles, you continue on to
thorny Flat Road,
secondary rock base, 1/3
crossing Cheat Mountain,
7 miles to Buck Mt. Road,
secondary 1% miles to
Cass. You have now
completed the 86 miles
from 1-79 Flatwoods in
Braxton County, to
Pocahontas County, and
Cass. You are ready to ride
the' Cass Scenic Railroad,,
which schedules, price of'
tickets, and other

which belongs o the 152- Efséif“‘*"“wi““‘s T
The Country Store
And Loafers Gawk!
| December 25,1965 | 1508 e e

around and one should be Virginia Legislature,

wrlﬂng-aboutthehiston}d writing for mm&

% K ehow | appearing on
%& btgt C:g\% &uu o—much less running

where farmers gather to for Congress.

butcher. | haven't been  Far be it from me to ty
over this fall, therefore I 4pd tum back the clock.
have no fresh sausage of Civilized men make
bacon and the liver we used progress. We never smnd
to throw away. L re still—we travel by 707
the last time 1 hel m]u&omNewYutk
butcher, someone asked to London in eight hours. 1
— . £ T had anu eSSENCE  sequsled this year i_‘o““
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aiesdy Coumnty , populs

8 TM and square

g 1.0 M. home of

Ghey Kumnp, great governor

1995 and Wally Barron,

) How many great

peical pomes s known

penlly for the vearly

e Forest Festival held

"d the first week in

Lktober when Jack Frost

 turned the leaves to
v suburn reds, an

know winter is on its

h’f Only 86 Miles To Cass

Restaurant, and Mingo
samed after the Indian
tribe. A number of Indian
statues are scattered

throughout this area and
they hold a yearly Wool
Festival. You cross the
famous Cheat Mountain,
11 miles to a sign pointing
to Snowshoe. You stop at
the Big Spring Restaurant
and Store, and Ski Barn,
Cateway to Snowshoe and
Silver Creek ski ranges and
the Cass Scenic Railroad.
You take secondary route
9, '4 mile passing the Big
Spring Presbyterian

urch. You will see about
10-12 horses in a field
which belongs to the 152-

room motel ocated 3 the
Cateway to Snowshoe and
Stlver Creek ski ranges. A
sign says Whistlepunk Inn
6 miles, you continue ont
thorny Flat Road,.
sccondary rock base, 1/3
crossing Cheat Mountain,
7 miles to Buck Mt. Road,
secondary 1% miles to
Cass. You have now
completed the 86 miles
from 1-79 Flatwoods in
Braxton County, to
Pocahontas County, and
Cass. You are ready to ride
the' Cass Scenic Railrcad,
which schedules, price of

tickets, and other
information appears in this
paper.







Tl —-

uuxoom m?.r_w._de&.. - .Jcnu 12)JEM UOJUTR N 40 I UINE) vEm .:v......#&.qz, 1 w1 oe Ej!

SUTEL) UOISINOXS JO SIS B Psamod 2uiBua S [24] JO [[B) PU JWINS AP U] "] 7 ON MU0 gy (50 77 Roreng sy







29, 1965

January 1966 has rolled
sround and one should be
wrizing about the history of
1965, but somchow 1
sander to Camp Cacsar
whwre farmers gather to
batcher. 1 haven't been
ower this fall, therefore |
bave no fresh sausage or
becon and the liver we used

oy theover away . | remember

the last time | helped
butcher  someonw asked
hat any osaence

‘_h:‘._ = i~ h

The Country Store
And Loafers Gawk!

years later, | would be a
member of the West
Virginia Legislature,
writing for newspapers,
appearing on TV and
radio—much less running
for Congress.

Far be it from me to try
and turn back the cdock.
Civilized men make
progress. We never stand
still—we travel by 707
Boeing Jet from New York
s London in eight hours. |

T aveied 15 Ve at

The modern store

woday—you stand in line,
a cart, whizhan

around in a mase
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P eod the farmers

i khew which oni n@‘.;
ik‘_i-. st Mail Posch or
e v o \-11:'& and each

wosnan who used anuff and

v they trustedd e \I.lfll
thyet s Y t'\if‘l L] l'lr\'
knew 1 wouldn't tell

anvorw olse how much they
waend o what kind
B owas pleasant (O serve
the farmer—to take his
o, gitweng, Mayapple—
vow bargained and bartered
and the farmer got what he
wanted in the exact
SsmouEw W::th the
“m shoolon
Seturdays was a pleasure.
They alway nEtd me
sbhone foonball and why |
such a stlly game
women came by
horscback with a sidesad-
de. | always put tl:
grocerses on the sidesadd
sad Budgped the women get
b d weaally twasting the
Bowse’s il 0 make sure
ey #0¢ & good start, never
devamung that someday

| L 3 el L,

"wWill -"-'";lhg
arunlthl in A

maze of
grocerios, !l“lng Your cart
A% You go (‘\‘f‘TYT}IInﬂ 1S
aged. You
serve as clerk and you stand
in line again pPay

The young girls are
walking the streets with
blue, pink, and purple hair,
My, how times
changed. | think 1] get a
wig—my bald head gev
cold during winter,

already p.uh

Women wear starp-
pointed high-heeled shoes
which are certainly not
built for cemfort—looks
like some women need to
use a pencil sharpener in
order toget theix toes in the

shoes.

They've moved the
hemline on women's
dressed up a notch and it's
the style two show the
kneecap. This doesn't
make the women more

artractive—it ssimply makes
the street corner loafer

gawk!
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This is the )‘jamily of H. F. and S. R. Given. You
may recognize my father and mother. The only

: th brothers and sisters.
" . Rty is D. P. “Sheriff others are my brothers and sisters

Given, this writer being on my mother’s lap. The

C

Anothe:
road sou
distincti
printed ar
Press um
gone, wh
and what
this the
historical
company
railroad
Virginia

The st
have wr
approvec
they brin
interest,
effort
approva
address
Given,
WV 26
$15 do

you a d
paper b




Another Railroad
Paper Has
Come And Gone

moad souvenier of class
distinction has been
and In circulagon.

phone number is 847.
5841. L
For years | have adopred
the philosophy of fun,
voring to work atand
trying to show others the
funny side of life, because
there 18 so much sadness, so
many heartaches and so
many other duties that take
up your tme. | have used
this philosophy on radio,
teleyision, and daily life.
And so with these

rks, | hope this
e and has wand

will
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BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZAR

I
Picturesque old Shay engine waits at Cass Depot be
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THE BOCOMING

Business in Cass
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" THE BOOMING

Business in Cass

enic railvoad is keeping everybody busy.

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD

S!luy engine waits at Cass Depot before first run,

As the old Shay engine, hauling more
than 200 happy tourists, puffed up Bald
Knob in its sixth week of operation,
it seemed to be saying, “I thought 1
could, 1 thought 1 could, 1 thought I
could!"

Like the locomotive in the children’s fable,
the little engine which pushed and pulled on the
Cass Scenic Railroad in Pocahontas County was
where it was because of
Llion, and endurance.

Those qualities belonged lo ihe Cass Planning
Commiltee, a local group formed in August; 1960,
alter the Mower Lumber Co. closed the sawmill
and logging operation which had supported the
Cass community.

This [lour - member committee, headed by
Theodore Rifle, chiel accountant of the Na-
tiopal Radio Astronomy Observatory at Green-
bank, and J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant,
had a goal: lhe purchase by the stale of parl
ol the logging railway as a Wesl Virginia lour-
i#l altraction

The Department ol Nalural Resources,
plagued by a perennial fund shortage, was
not at lirst receptive to the idea. But the Cass
Planning Commiltee was not easily discour-
aged. With newspaper supporl and the aid of
friendly legislators, $150,000 was appropriated
by the 1961 Legislature for the purchase of
the Cass lracks and right-cf-way. The Depari-
ment of Natural Resources acquired the property
in the summer of 1962,

Although the state had only about $30,000
to make repairs lo the logging road and build
the necessary facililies, the Cass Scenic Rail-
road opened for business on June 15, 1963, five
days before the stale's 100th birthday. The Cass
Planning Commiltee thought it could, and it had.

By July 28, before the business day started,
3,796 adults and 1,558 children had, during the
first [five weeks of operation, paid $2.00 and
i;-m- respectively, for the eight-mile round trip.
w':;rrilsifr |he‘l‘|mli wccll( of operation, alone, rail-

.Thcmnsw\;ercdmﬂemedl in the amount P[ $2.205.
Only fous r::?l _rmlvbnci.s and disappointments,
this year for :: :.s ot l[md‘ caiq be Ui
Is about half of lhel."I u abhes 3,000:-{ont, Thiy
i e tolal railway mileage en-
visioned, and passengers are nol yet able to
l\;:-.wl I!|:’ tl;‘rclathl_ukin;: panorama from near
hihads BOAE .l slole, Tpnt e
he stale. Hoped-for funds [rom

optimism, determina-

_ the U, 5, Area Redevelopment Administration

have not been approved.
Bul the outlook is not dark. Procurement of

a $576,000 ARA grant to Cas
upon approval by officials ol
Astronomy Observatory at G
miles away. The asl
of West Virginia because IL
want no tourlst railway la
rural tranquility.
Negotintions i this writing
belween the Parks Divislon af
of Nalural Resources and
tory officials, In the evenl the
approved, Cass Scenie Railr
will proceed at a rapld poace, '_.',*
“An important task which would be imimed
ately undertaken would be the clearing of forest
lash to eliminate fire hazards, An observatics
lower near the lop of the mountsin has bigh
priority, for the use of both aightseers and

photographers, Some old railrond cae J once
used as logger camps, would probably be rese-
vated and placed in service, 4

In an arlicle published in the Sundsy Gaaetie-
Mail Stale Magazine of May 14, 1961, 1 wrote
that the problem would seem to be, after the
railway gets into operation, not to atiract lesr- J
im,hnloﬁmsmmm:--l
food for them alter their arrival. foreeast
seems (o have been accursle. Mo e
Many of the Cass Scenic Ri
bring picnic Junches and m
would be Just a ng T
sion. For example:. o
The train does not rum on M
day, but on Saturdoys, S ay
makes three trips—one in the m
in the alterncon, On Weds
and Fridays, it makes two
Those with picnic lunches
early trips, have lunch on ibe
caltch a later train back te Case
On my visit, the Women's Soclety ol
Service of the Methodist Church, a i
was making and serving ' 1
and distributing soft mtﬁ ﬁ.

as be
e
i 3
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Blackhurst's stuffed animal museum at Cass is popular spot,

fa i

i 4

T g = < A

¥ G s 1
WSCS ladies prepare refreshments to sal 1o railroad tourists.

commodalions in Cass, by you might try the He is right. As (he Shay pushes the fatears stranger, just shake his hand and introduce  money may be obtained to & As en H

fearby fowns of Buckeye, Marlinton, op Boyer, wup the mouniain, everyone crowds to the sides, Yourself, We don't want any Lrouble,' _lerlsh'e cave Is mearty the SuThmwer -

or consulf the W, ya. Dept, of Agriculture's anxious to look at and photograph the scenery, Blackhurst is an expert taxidermist and has  ideal, .m_d.lhc enery Iy Magnificent,

Vacation Farm Directory, Blackhurst points gyf some ancient railroad cars  sot up about 175 mounted specimens of animals The visitors who e paying ower

_ The SEEnery and climate are worth some slight  where "loggers camped fop six moniths al a  foungd i the area, as well as a few exotic week 1o ride the LA railrasd deem 1y

g‘gim.::g—-nr; J_‘Jl'i.e'.lnf lh}u_‘zrc-lr,ti.nr_wa:cs to reach time, and (he only recreation they had wae poker species, in a Small museum at Cass. A |l_ll'le 'ﬂe."‘mi: Judging ¢ o0t fheds m

Monongahels Natig. o 50V2, s through the and fighting, " black bear, killed recently nedt that community, visitors' book. One yo -

Nations) Forest ang Seneca Stute

& i the Lrai ]
Forest, betwee As the rain ltirps

" tourtal fram
il e R — Comadals

ationa For up the grade at Leather- Breels the visitor at the door, hovever, wrote 5 co

n If-..r..er;'.-ai.lc and Dunmore, 0

bark Creek, which heads

e
s itself, visitors TTOrS: _ Up at 4,800 fep| and The presonl Seenie Railrond ends on o Pl e e

e Malears proy j.!:--.I‘\.--ili‘i.] th I.}rd‘.ﬂ g COMains native brogk trout, Blackhipst Witlily — about four miles up the mountaln, Eversone I dinnet see sy

8N tverhead o 7 of wr " Wh benches and takes advantage of the somewha distorted Wes Bels oul, strotehos and oats and drinks in a

i i e * O wood apd plagtio. Wo B Kiivotnia i 7 . e A r

lackhurst, 5 | 3 TEINtA "imag

a’mﬁ), & re siheng o of r‘..." .
o giye Joltity and [y endlinesy  plenje area for about 15 minutes, then elimbs Carsling have fogng it n e “Lh
Crowd baek aboard, The elht-mile vide takos tn o g — .

§ r_"rmr,!l;_v;,;-}w,

« laxidermigt, lo the




eommodations In Cas
pearby towns of Bt
or consult the W Va. Dept. of Agricuily
Vacalion Farm Direclory.

The scenery and chimale are w
jnconvenience. One of the prettier w.
Coss, aver ah excellent highwa)
Monongahela National Fore
Foreat, belween Hunter

On the rallway ride itsell,
two large falcars provided witl
an ovithead covering of wood nind
Blackhurst, a loeal schoolleact
and authorily on Wesl Virgir

a ninning commentary with the aid of an elec-
tronic “bullhorn,"

“Never mind about the senls," he lells those
who have been unlucky in the seramble for room

on benches, “you'll all be standing up before
we got very far, anyway." '

At end of run up mountain,

STATE MAGAZINE, AUGUST 11, 1963

shake his hand and introduce
ny trouble.”
axidermist and has

just

is an expert
out 175 mounted specimens of animals
he area, as well as a few exotic
small museum at Cass. A large
led recently near that community,

I

tor al the door.
enic Railroad ends on a plalean
s up the mountain. Everyone
stretehes and eats and drinks in a
P ea for about 15 minutes, then climbs
back yrd. The eight-mile ride takes two hours.
st a later date, when the lrain goes all the
TEre way up Bald Knob, the trip may be twice as
lo see y ne for those who care to lake it. The view
from Lhe top is worth a long ride, but there will
solfi a long and shorl haul to suil individual

1 of the Cass area is greal, il the

tourists get off and stretch legs. Some bring out picnic lunches and

ained to develop it. An ex-
tensive cave Is nearby, the summer climate 15
ideal, and the scenery is magnificent,

The visitors who are paying over $2,000 a
week to ride the Cass rajlroad seem lo be
pleased, judging from their remarks in the
visitors' book. One young tourist from Marlinton
however, wrote a complaint, and thése were his

exact words:

money may be obt

o1 dinnetl see no bares.”

Seriously, as residents of Tennessee and North
Carolina have found out in the Great Smokies,
the black bear is a most popular tourist atirac-
tion, albeil something of a nuisance, and even
a danger lo the incautious. The black bear could
be a valuable tourist asset if allowed to multiply
in his natural environment arcund Cass.

A live black bear can atiract tourists. A dead
one attracts only flies.
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Exterior of Cass Country Store. Charleston entrepreneurs are behind this facility.

State’s largest tourist spot
finally getting some necessary

. WHAT,S NEW AT CASS? improvements and there are move

on the board as soon as money

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD is available.

)
On June 15, 1963, tourists travelin what i now a major West Virginia tourist al- State Road Commission will also repave the the first privateenterprise developments at
the Case Scenie Raflroad on its ﬁ,-ﬁgl traction. - remaining four or five miles of road to Cass, Cass, is still going strong, 3!“11'[;1?*‘“““* 5
public run discovered a pleasant fact: Operating a railroad on a shoestring led to  The ARA grant of $576,000 was finally ap- has now mounted about 300 animals for YOUr -
e s

: : EpEre : proved, and Stale Parks officials say that bids tion.
i, the Sy locomative 1906 AR Baance 8 e 1, I o el s ad A A Gvkifar Moceum, opned 3% 1L g

:

i i ust 17. It is probable, however, thal no ma- Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near
-H%m discovered an unpleas- -:’:ﬁoﬂ- :39- Sﬁ; hne:n?agfgr mt cmov:r a:l;lli; E'nr ‘work will be done until next spring. . Blackhurst "lamderg;y 1‘;-Ila:lubn,ml; L::Ee:
-‘u antiqae mud.lml Cass (psg 8::.l.'tr.i his pl.o mpted many Washing- What will be done with the ARA grant? penwrilten Eml]rdh'z cgni;bw;:r B e
T g oy b Kirses Shay. {olans to mak O og e o,  First, the Cass Scenic Raiiroad will be extend-  century. oid, O g CivLHar payrolls

. ‘,;:"“;"H 4 et meal was 10 e, Virginia o ihe long rive & SO o ot miles, to the top of Bald Knob, a nearly Theee 216 many woapont of e
-u. firebox. it in the a locomotive axle broke at the time of their 5 This will make the ride twice a5 ong as a MW&

ill sti at  with the Civil War, such as @ genuine
visit, present, although there will still be a stop T aia moonshine A

i church women helped out q; Whittaker, the place on the mountain where s
lﬂ:’ﬂ sandwiches, hal.l‘l‘.gsa-t- The accident injured no one, but it did put the‘run now ends, There axo B9 overnight accommodations
H..,

: loca. . took no short ¢ i ! iles distant

i e of business until a new axie  phe section of railroad that now exists will Cass, and Van's Motel, about 10 miles 2
gl 0 : . But six miles

:::1 ﬂri'i'-led ;nxtllic?h,. ,,.,,B:‘, 'hm:&ar '?l',’,n'{,fl be improved. Railro yet affords the nearest lodging, But six m

ad shops on the line near
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A8 aqverused, the Shay locomotive

pulling the cars was a genuine antique.

But Cass visitors also discovered an unpleas-
ant fact: Tourist accommodations at Cass
were just as antique as the 1880-model Shay.
The only way you could get a hot meal was to
bring your own food and roast it in the loco-
motive firebox.

Local church women helped out might-
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de-
mand often outstripped supply and the unhap-
py tourist was left with nothing more nourish-
ing than food for thought.

In Cass, toilet facilities of the man-made va-
riety were limited to those at the end of the
un and in the old C&O depot.

If you wished to wash away the soot and

ders accumulated during the two-hour train
ride, there was plenty of running water —no
washrooms, just running water. You had a

choice of Leatherbark Creek or the Greenbrier
River.

The nearest motel or hotel accommodations
were 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer
(pronounced ‘“‘Bowyer”). Lodging could be
bad there at Van's Motel, but the eight rooms
at Van's were likely to be filled, and the little
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun-
ter. The nearest place where you could buy

* a bot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about
40 miles away.

The net result of these several inconveni-
ences was that visitors motoring home after a
Jong, hot day at Cass were nearly always sun-
burned, sooty, cinder-covered, hungry, irrita-

, thirsty and dog-tired. )
fact that 5,354 paying customers never-
rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during
five weeks of operation in 1963 is a
tribute to the hardihood of the Amer-
tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad

has
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been a steady advance in rail-

Me way, since the Shays
new role at Cass. Paid

patronage,
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whicn  w oy
inglon, Dy G aemyehor, istance, 3~ Wash. on the rails
~who gave am lnewspaper_mt in a writer gust 17, 1t i
Cass. and his E tgryanp?o ;l\;o&ble eov%-age to Jor work wil
i many Washing- Wh i
lonians to make the long drive to Southegs First. the o

West Virginia. This was w
a lpt(‘:omotive axle broke aflll‘.h:nd
visi

The accident injured no on. it g Whittaken
the railroad out of business 3;‘.&’1"; l;ed\;da%lé the t:x?nkegév
;ﬂas located, which took no short search (a The secti
ucky find made the search shorter), Proh. be improve
ably more important than the temporary halt ©2ss will |
A o e o g s o

ng-s isi com
the nation’s capital.g SR R uve’if;?.;r‘

It appears that at long 1 , Particular
at Cas_s are about over, gangszeggeﬁgnof 'g; ot e e
old mill town doubtless feel that it's none too trails will
soon. It took three years from the time the SPruce for
Scenie Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass Sy
Planning Committee until the first passengers yhieh 1)
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and KDOWI B
earth gets moved, it will have taken more \-AL the
t:(alln two gesrs fofr federal Area Redevelopment E‘:,?ﬁ t?é f

minis! §
A ation funds to be put to work at f{l presen

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of p;iiril;bsé
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over hali- right-of-w
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top will be ¢
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im- Bald Kn¢
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de- Ultima
layed by protests from the National Radio As- lodge, sk
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank. mit of B

The scientists with the big metal ears had availabl
built a listening post to the universe\at Green that.
Bank because the area was as quiet as a Down
moon crater at midnight. there ha

“No indeed,” said they, “we don’t want noisy  since th
trains and noisy people with their noisy au- owned
mobiles, It'll ruin our reception.” sprung !

The observatory officials said it might be of railr(

all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but You n
the access road would have to be relocated. hot mei
The access road happens to be W. Va. 28, a has ren
primary highway. it the

The State Road Commission screamed tractive

about that. “Can’t do it!” said Burl Sawyers. ample
“It would cost millions!" whlch i
There was a deadlock which was finally  You |
broken by Sawyer's suggestion that part of Cass L
W. Va. 7, not W. Va. 28, be relocated. W. Va. of the
7 is a secondary road that connects W. Va. lumber
28 with Cass, about six miles distant. The sug- houses
gestion was accepted by federal authorities, rest ro
and the intersection of W. Va. 7 and 28 is  Thel
w about a mile south of its present b:n?e,l" mf
e .
This involves one and threetenths road. I
mdmwvu.mdthehbwdu d"?”“
dose by this It is to be hoped that the ;
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|~ mwm :n lh: :ailroad work will be received Au-
gnoe, & writer st 17. It is probable, however, that no ma-
| B to work will be done until next spring.

e ahing. _ What will be done with the ARA grant?
A Raothern  First, the Cass Scenic Railroad will be extend-
:d good, until d four miles, to the top of Bald Knob, a nearly
"time of their 0. This will make the ride twice as long as at
: present, although there will still be a stop at
Whittaker, the place on the mountain where
bat it did put the run now ends.
il a new axie The section of railroad that now exists will
ot search (8, 5 broved. Railroad shops on the line near
woeter). P'h‘;?' Cass will be renovated and probably opened
mporary balt e ourist inspection. These shops, which have
e w‘? complete tools and facilities for steam-loco-
visitors from .. repair, are curiosities in themselves, with
particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts.
be lean days At the end of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking
adents of the  44ils will be prepared through a beautiful
s none 00 shryce forest, and an overlook will be con-
the time the grycted. The panorama from this overlook,
by the Cass  which I have seen, is destined to become
£ PaSSengers  known as a beauty spot of the East.
tets laid and Al the present terminus, a plateau on the
faken more  gige of the mountain, about 40 aeres of land
development i be acquired by the state, if all goes well.
0 work al At present, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad.
y disembark and may, if they wish, frolic or
thinking of picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot
§ ower balf- rightof-way now owned by the state. There
& %o the top  will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of
%), and im- Bald Knob and also at the lower stop.
wnt was de- Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a
§ Badio As-  lodge, ski trails and.other frills near the sum-
feen Bank. mit of Bald Knob, but the half-million dollars
¥ ears bad  ayailable from ARA at this time won’t cover
sl Green  that,
@t 23 2  Down in the valley at the present time,
there have been many pleasant improvements
want poisy  since the summer of 1963. Several privately
! sulsy au- owned and operated establishments have
sprung up to cater to the more obvious needs
might be of railroad patrons. ;
pliroad, but You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a
| peforated hot meal. J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant,
Va2 » lurmaledaC&Odlnfngcarandnamed
R’ the Inn. Airconditioned and at-
soressned Wractively furnished, the Shay Inn is an ex-
1 Sawyers
s foalyy
gt of
ol W Vs
b
i
il e

v
¥

_ is being difficult.

wspeCuLn,
A Civil-War Museum, opened last year by
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the

- Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features

‘“‘penwrilten” records, letters and grants a
century old, including Civil-War payrolls,
There are many weapons of the Lincoln era,
and other bric-a-brac not closely connected
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West
Virginia moonshine still. ; .
There are no overnight accommodations in
Cass, and Van's Motel, about 10 miles distant
yet affords the nearest lodging. But six miles
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hermitage,
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit-
age (not to be confused with another inn of
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun-
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles
and the only modern restaurant in the area.
Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away,
are several new, modern, motels, Or, those
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay-
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets. 1
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive,
leaving U. S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking
U. S. 250 through the hills umtil it intersects
W. Va. 28 between Thornwood and Boyer.
Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high,
has not yet been opened te the public. No
work, in fact, appears to have been done on
this natural tourist attraction, although private
capital is said to be interested. One of the
landowners, according to rumors around Cass,

On the railroad itself, there are now three
Shay engines in operating condition. And the
bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst
formerly used has been replaced by a more
efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a
good idea for arrangements to be made to
protect train passengers from sudden. sum-
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat,
just in case. ST

And bring along a sweater or light coat.
The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air
can get cool during mornings and evenings.

A free word of advice to the Department
of Natural Resources, or anyone else at Cass:
Put up highway signs giving the location of
the Cpam Scenic Railroad, and how to get
there. Make these signs big, make them ex-
plicit, and place them on all major highway
approaches,

you are running a business that depends
highway trade, it is wise to assume that
tourists have poor eyesight, o memories,
and don't read English well, You'll be
of course, but it's better to be 4

poor and practically right than the =
arvund.
SUNDAY GAZETTE-MAIL

,,———




19819 GUILIAJGAS
usiuanj il.3m
-10] 98U} USIUJi} NOA




# Buluuna ur sxom Aoyg “siyy ‘uu| Aoyg jo souaguy




o 0

'1J] 40 UIDJUNOY DPOS DION ‘21048 Aljunos Ul ueyyy Aiunony 1109

“*
4 . gt
- A 3 :
N N _.
wﬁ.a A oL
. 3 -

J
’.-]{
..’aﬁ-’.-y_..lmu.‘_( i hp
L P .our. .m-z
L
"]
.1\u
. .

E S i 2 '
; — o A W AN Sl LEdsaEs Eii,i il



PSR ——— nvf.%l-



n‘*h in Cass Country Store ot end of soda fountain.
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JORSE SHAY

Built fwmﬂuﬂtam climbing, it’s slow,
-might’;y_ﬂ's'lbw on the overland trips.

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD

— — Wiritee photogropher William C. Blizzard sat on top of caboose to get

This year the Elkins Forest Festival,
plagued by rain and dismal weather,
was pulled out of the slough of despond
by one of the powerful little logging
locomotives admirers call the Wonder-
ful Iron-Hoss Shay.

During the three-day Festival over 4,000 pas-
sengers, despite a cold and persistent rain,
paid money to take short rides behind the 80-
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen-
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather
may have halyed the number of paying cus-
tomers, the litfle Shay remained a stellar at-
traction. y

1t was difficult not to notice the locomotive,

for its shrill‘and penetrating steam whistle

bent more e is-and cleared more Sinus-
es in three’ days than could be mspected by
a dozen otolaryngologists in a year of prac-
tice. How do you ignore a festival attraction
with a sortgy ‘built-in' calliope which can be

heard for five miles? You dor't, especially if
the calliope has only one note, or, at, most, two.

There were! > who, in self-defense, hauled
out mid-winter ear muifs; others merely grit-
ted their teeth in silent protest against the
dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit,
and were glad the Shay was in town.

Few towns in the United States can boast of
the presence of a Shay engine at any time of
the year. Informed sources estimate that not
more than 40 of the old steam locomotives ex-
ist in the United States today, and few of these
are any longer able to shake, rattle, and roll.
How did such a rare antique happen to be haul-
ing passengers in Efkins during the Forest Fes-
tival? 3=

1t happened partly because rail lines helong-
ing to the Chesapeake & Ohio and Western
Maryland Railro ads exist between Cass and
Elkins, Four Shay engines are at Cass. Dur-
ing the summer months they (the three that

Mountain S

tate Forest Festival,
operate) snort and puff on the Cass Scenic Rai
road, this season hauling 38857 paying or
tomers up Bald Knob for four miles ang
back again.

Last year, someone had the idea of bring
ing one of the Cass Shays to Elkins for th
Forest Festival, where the public would b
treated to short rides for a small fee. The ides
was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin
derella who became the belle of the ball.

It was decided to repeat the Shay periu.
ance for the 1965 Elkins Forest Festival, and
the: Department of Natural Resources, whick
owns the Shays, agreed. Further, someont
thought it might be a good idea to invite the
press and other guests for 60-mi ride,
as the Shay shimmies, from ) Ellins.

This was done. About
gers accompanied Shay No. .
eral passenger flat cars &

left Cass about 9:30 on the mo of Oct. 6

The ride, interrupted b " watering
stops (for the locomotive, I ers)
and another stop for minof a bil

longer than anticipated. It wa
getting dark, when the lill
Elkins, Maximum speed hi
miles an hotr. 35
The two dozen who had s
Cass had, at the Elkins
something less than half

four were Wwomen. e {
Snedegar of Elkins; Mrs. Mabel Fretwell of
Buckhannon; Katherine McMullen of Milwau
kee, Wis., editor of Better Camping magazine
and Rosemary Entringer, also of Milwaukee

managing editor of Magazi

Inasmuch as the §o-mile fri




to Mountain State Forest Festival,

is shot of Cass Railroad Shay enroute

ographer William C. Blizzard sat on fop of caboose to get th
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Folks along route “waved like crazy” when train passed,

South Dakota. Pennsylvania, New Hampshire,
and, possibly, elsewhere, Shays and similar,
geared dype locomotives built to compete with
the Shay operate on tourist railroads. Shay
production, begun in 1879, ceased in 1945,

The principal virtues of the-Shay in ils hey-
day were its lraction and power, its safety,
and its economy. Authorities in the field agree
that the Shay would haul greater tonnage at
» smaller operating expense, with less origi-
pal cost per unit of power, than any other
locomative ever built,

The little engines were named for Ephriam
Shay of Haring, Mich. Shay was a 19th-Cen-
tury Michigan lumberman who sought bet-
ter ways of getting timber out of the woods.
In bis secking, he invented and built the loco-
motive that bears his name. His crude pro-
type worked so well st his own operations
that be took his plans and patents to the Lima
lime-uh) Machine Works of Lima,
that company to make such loco-
widespread use in the timbering

-

. Wrgmng
matives f(or

was fortunate for the Lima Ma-
The company made the first
the J. Alley Co. of Michigan.
machine was narrow-gauge, but as
for the Shays increased, Lima made
betler By 1900, Lima had quit
production and was concen-
- leremnotives The company changed
2 Lims Locomative Works, Inc.
el comventional locomotives
! 8 ereasing work in the for
o - bt ingindustry  demand

- e Lima produced i

“ah

were the Heisler and the ¢ limax
The last Heisler, a locomotive
Cornell engineer named Charles
manufactured in 1941 and o
of business in 1929
The Shay and its imitators differed fr
ventional steam locomotives in that (i

mvented by a

- LIIEY Were
designed to haul heavy loads o T
(‘alled “gt.‘ul""_i '.'I.'IL-f.;..'h" ds ')iJ{)"I.‘-!_‘i’.j LD gen-
eral-purpose, main-line locomotives w hich

used connecting rods from drive wheels to
pistons, the Shay had a number of small
wheels which afforded great traction because
each was a driving wheel. '
On main-line engines, the number of drive
wheels varied, but they were relatively large
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth
track which in turn required constant mainte-
nance. Additional small wheels on the big
steamers held up weight and served as rail
guides, but otherwise were functionless
Not s0 on the Shay. The wheel sets
“trucks’') under both locomotive
are connected to steam cyl
power through a ¢
lings. Every wheel does work
The Shay is easy to get
easy on track, and can aaapt 1o}
beds that would ! ck col
comotives. The Shay is slow
tons of logs up a grade lnree limes
a rod-engine loco :
ly get the sa
on the othes
With the
A Il Was
nod nuehe
Cceanmd
Accoinding
partment o

el
called

rankstia
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an suthority in such matters Cand wh
d the technical data for this ;artu-h-lj_

h m locomotives ever built
B ontire work carcers in West Vi
M all theee still exist

e bow. however in the Mountain
L & Shay that was operated by the
Maryiand onn 2 steep coal-haul in
ety s now displayed at the Balti.
| Obde Railroad's Transportation Mu-
. Nid.
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be manufactured now
Wengers oa the Carroll Park and

ive ever built s
of Washing-
elown, but it
career a8 No. 6 of the Mid-

# Ellamgre, in Randolph

Shags o Cams, numbers 5 and
., Ne 7 was built in 1920

Lima Locomotive
buge Baldwin Loco-
S of Philladeliphia in 1990 not only
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A § 5 ;
th Shay engine as it wails 1o take passengers on d ride.

A fleet of antique cars, driven by visiting clubs, seems right at home wi

O Shay Can You See?

‘After a successful first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling agam.

gY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD
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turday, May 16, the Cass
&sh sk.a.ﬂmlti' "began its second year
of operation, As a special feature of its

ing, a delegation of antique-car
owners chugged into the C&O station
at Cass and temporarily abandoned
their ancient gas-driven vehicles for
equally ancient steam-powered loco-

motion.
In 1964, ts of success and growth
are excellent for the state-run Pocahontas

County . It was not always so.
mmhave been no such Pocahontas

railway had it not been for a local
committee which conceived the idea and
for it. Headed by Theodore Riffe, a
resident who was chief accountant for
peighboring National Radio Astronomy
Observatory, the Cass Planning Committee
formed in 1960 after the closing of the
Mower Lumber Co. operation in July of

that ;
'I=' the lumber company, virtually the
of employment in the area, Cass
doomed to wither and die. Unless, of
other source of economic nour-

Committee pointed out
with its old Shay
foo much of a tourist potential

f

g1

O Sha

After a successful first seas

These customers spent i
and on snacks sme‘If in ot‘;g &oéwsota’gofnares
the church women of Cass. In addition, the
W, S, Area Redevelopment Administr,ation
made available $576,000 in federal funds for

the development and extension of th
ative railroad. ¢ oper-

These funds were for the rebuilding of
three Shay engines and 14 logging cars: re-
pairs fo the railway shops where engines and
equipment are maintained; the purchase and
improvement of four acres for a visitor's
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in-
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce
forest) near the top of Bald Knob; and the
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with-
in 1,000 feet of Bald Knob, which has an ele-
vation of more than 4800 feet.

Matters seemed to be going well. But for
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob-
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened
to hold up ARA funds. The Observatory point-
ed out that it was where it was in order to
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all
over the place was undesirable.

But Observatory officials were ultimately
placated, and the ARA grant approved.

Kermit McKeever, head of the Division of
Parks and Recreation of the Department
of Natural Resources, has indicated that an
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass
project will shortly be contracted for.

Most of the necessary improvements will
have been made by fall, so that tourists will be
afforded a longer and more scenic journey
(if they wish to take it) when the Cass Scenic
Railroad begins operations in the spring of
1965,

As parks chief, McKeever is charged with
the inistration of the Cass railroad. But
the ARA didn't walk up to him with $576,00

n tor “poke,” which is perfectly
. H*'ﬂhvlﬁi::l?md say, "Don’t spend

work with in-
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) Shay Can You See?

d first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again.
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pewsman who wrote a story asserting, in es-
sence, that the scenic railroad will be delayed
because of “bureaucracy’” and modern con-
struction techniques, and that much ARA
money earmarked for Cass will go to out-
siders.

In fairness to the Department of Natural
Resources, there is no evidence of boondog-
gling or undue waste in the Cass affair, and
modern construction techniques will hasten,
mot delay, railroad improvement.

It is true that “outsiders” may, by com-
petitive bidding, secure Cass work contracts.
But competitive bidding is designed to save
money, nol waste it, and is open, of course,
te Jocal residents.

Actually, it appears that the Cass Scenic
Hadread will ulimately become West Virgin-
i 8 bestknown tourist attraction, if the po-
testial of the Pocahontas area is developed.

Al present, the Cass complex, if it may be
termed, s not, and is not meant to be,
entirely & state project. Taxpayers, of this
state others, have contributed to the rail-
foad which is supposed to attract customers,
wheh

supposed to attract private

Private business, , is not going to
area unless it can smell a profit

- Ries of iiotion a6 sbvioss.
. el lilies are oby
Far sstasce, the biggest tourist noed at

Case & o place o and a place to

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD

need, it might be better for both rai
and eating a_nd sleeping accommoda:i::grsoatg
be either entirely under state supervision, or
entirely in private hands. ’
Without common management, the need for
cooperation between state and private busi-
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are
sure to occur.

Private negotiations are now supposed to
be under way to turn the former lumber-com-
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant, but
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed,
yet nothing had been done at the time of my
visit.

Representatives of the restaurant negoti-
ators say they are waiting for a daily scenic-
railroad schedule to go into effect on June
15. Until that date, the Shay-driven train is
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass
residents retort that the bird of time is on
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail-
road patrons chicken on the table.

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch.
It might be a good idea to make your trip
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It isn't
crowded, and it isn't hot. Your nearest motels
are at Boyer, Buckeye, and Marlinton.

The huge cave near the railroad, which con-
tains a 100-foot waterfall, may be by
next summer. The owners of Smoke Hole
Cavern, near Petersburg, have expressed
interest in making a new cave opening which
would be easily accessible to tourists.

The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre-

To appeal to this group, 1 mu:M thus
ugc-.tma'_gham:
mmmu'—mnmm-
. "
I e
dues belp
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Spewing ashes and cinders, Shay engine pushes cars

up steep grade. Passengers rest ot the top before trip down the mountain.
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e bexl most compact and
Jocsd amalymis of the feasibility
of West Visglala's getting into
the raddroad buxiness was out-
iimed 81 2 meeting tin Marlinton
350t week

This meeling. which was at-
fended by the eoditor of this
peper, mas called by a2 planning

temmittee, including:

professional and political lead-
ers of the area.

The important thing in a
nutshell was a report given by
Ted Riffe. It appears herewith:

At the time of closing of the
only industry in Cass approxi-
mately 165 men were affected.
Some of these men were mobile

Ted ‘R e, Chairman, Chisf enough to find employment in
‘_ pelant of the National other communities and other
alis Astronomy Observatery states. The majority, however,

'were not blessed with the nec-
essary skills and trades to find
other employment, and today
some 80 of these men, repre-
|senting approximately 240 de-
Assistant pendents, (wives and children)

4 Greenbank:
J M Kane Jr,
Csss Merchant:
P. F. Long
Town of Cass;
J. K Arbogast,

Treasurer,

Mayor of the

" The Complete Truth’Back of the Proposal

”

Present were' thHeé business, {offered soon. (These men were |Lumber Co. Railroad, its roll-
éligible for unemployment bene- |ing stock, and other necessary
fits from July 1960 to January |
1961 at which time these bene-

fits expired.)

mittee offers

situation.
In November

Pocahontas face utter destitution unless

Lgpermiendent of
|some form of employment is

Echools.

PAGE FOUR

Proposal to State

_It ig thgrefo?e. with the above | Lacolution by the Joint Com-
situation in mind that the com-
a definite and
sound proposal to the State of 'eould alleviate the unem -

fEle T e S p],gy.
West Virginia to alleviate this 'ment situation in the area, and |

1960 the Joint |the investment in such a ven- |

Committee on Government and
Finance, by resolution, recom-
mended to the full member-
ship of the 1961 W. Va. Legis- are
lature, that the State of West
|Virginia purchase the Mower

JANUARY 14, 19¢
commitiee’s cost estimates ar

to Buy the Cass Railroad ‘rovmen wiiics &

|aid to the Jom ittse
|Government and Finance
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20t State WOULD NOT join the | these the Federals were victor-
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that was the Cominonwealth of | tle of Droop Mountain and the
Virginia She had had too strong | Battle of Sinking Creek, near
2 hand in the creation of this|Lewisburg), far inferior Feder-
greal nation to want to destroy | al forces, numerically, defeated
% TWICE the Virginia Assem- the Confederates ingloriously.

bly voted against secession, with | That belied the old Southern
the delegates from West of the | view that Confederates were su-
nies (now West Virgin- perior people, man for man.
rmly holding the line a- L e
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hanged five of his hillbilly cap-|

spectable.

One advantage

War viewpoints.

Front Royal. And every time on
Quantrell appears on television |
he becomes a little more re-
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history at West Virginia Univer-
sity in our day was that we were
subjected to all shades of Civil

finest Southern gentlemen and
scholars we'ever knew was the
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood. who
‘was an unreconstructed Rebel of

volved is approximately 8 miles, Wrong Repc
which runs from a point abguh In the first ®
tives in the village square at|1-2 mile from Cass at a crossmg\m-mes Sasotafate

Leatherbark Creek 10 2| pawspapers have
point about 1 1-2 miles from the | inaccurate as the at
top of Bald Knob. (The rail- | investment detail
'road did actually go to the tOD |mhese costs are |
'of Bald Knob, but these rails|gormal discussior
have been sold as scrap. The present owners of
road bed, however, is still In-l,n4 right-of-way.
‘tact and new rails could be
1 Jaid in order to get the full
effect of the engine traveling
to the top of Bald Knob. Bald
‘Knob is the second highest
'point in West

of studying

One of the

Virginia (4,852 |;
Ft) and the railroad is higher ipg
than any other railroad east of iy
the Rockies), IR
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The right-of-way and land on
Bald Knob is owned by the |
Mower Lumber Company and
can be secured at the follow-
ing prices:

Right-of-Way $100 per acre
Wooded Area $100-$150 per acre
“Cut-over” Area $35 per acre

It is estimated that the sum
of £25.000 could secure the
necessary land to develop the
area. - LR o 8

We submit, in the attached
simmaty of “Tourist Possibili-
ties of the Mower Lumbér. Co.
Railroad at Cass, W. Va.”, the

7.000 Confederate). In propor-
tion to population that too was
about as much as any other|
State contributed. Furthermore, |
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The idea for a ski slope and

Ilhe improvement and operation
'of the cave should be encour-

age.d as a private program. We
believe that if private and pub-
(Turn To Page 10)

2a BLESSINGS Masonite
Plaques house, kitchen, and
anniversary. Gold scrolled $1.00.
Personalized, 303 Fifth Ave.,
New York, New York.
~Several years ago we a-
. greed that should we ever
“‘become separated, you would
use the magic code symbeol
“NX” and | the letter “G",
and through these we would
be re-united. | have now
found a wonderful home and
a beautiful life and want you
to rejoin me. If you see this
ad in any of the many papers
in which it will appesar, an-

swer in that paper.
All my love,

born in a State which
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The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railvoad iirmi

S
pest. most compact and Present fvere tHe . - F Toint ! Committee OF
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v mave 2 car through 1—Engineer ____ .. $ 84.00
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of 70 persons per day. This

al Green Bank in the months
of July and August 1960. It
must also be taken into account

the Astronomy Center does not
include groups who made ar-
rangéments for tours in ad-
vance, but are merely people
who passed through the area |
and decided to stop. Further,
due to the lack of facilities in
1960 -for —accommodating the |
tourist, the Astronomy (&
did not encourage visitors to’
tour the Observatory proper.

ume of visitors coming into the
relation to the railroad to at-

tract the tourist was under-
taken? We believe the answer

|
¥ - empers flare, and Material and Supplies and
B temsoz of confinemént  Minor Repairs ——————- 200.00
_Ewvery mother we talked 'Insurance ——————————— 39.20
' &ating the holidays sald sh Fopd e . - *130.00
1 s 1 e
W b giad when school . _ TOTAL $1,254.00
#iried nd the kids would be Less: Income _
"W the bouse for 3 few 70 persons per day @ $3.00
i oexh day. per person — .- 1,470.00
B = $ 21640

is quite obvious.

The operating cosis Ior the
first ‘summer of operation as
outlined calls for ten gperating
personnel at the going local
rates for this type of employ-
ment. These costs have been
converted to a 7-day work week
(56 hours) and based on an

ours) a
initial er's operation of 30

ril through October).
E ope is added
“will provide

that this average of visitors at |Cave improvement

Estimated Basic Investment Cost Of Rajlroad at Cass.

| Park area on Bald Knob =%

| Other improvements (station, engine garage)

s7 Ski slope? hunters' cabins? eic.
i TOTAL

{The improvements' enumerated above should employ

6570 men for a full 52 weeks). i

Cost of railroad and necessary rolling stock, including e
';p[n_-r;ximaml:,' 8 miles of track, 2 S‘nay’—t.ypé loce-  °
motives and 8 [let-cars (plus stock and parts) —

$100,000.00

average was based on the re- | Cost of 8 mi 1
ke 2. | Cos miles of right-of-way and approxi
corded numbers of persons who |200 acres of land on Bbald Knc‘:):: .

\visited the Astronomy Center | ¢ o
| Improvements of railroad and rolling stock

25,000.00

40,000.00
$300,000.00

What then,.would be the vol- | requirements
adequate stock of parts and |on
probable costs of repairs if the

as |railroad is initially put in good
the | working condition. However, we

area if a promotional effort in !|
| tion.
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Other material and supplies
are computed on the basis of |
to “build up” an

supplies over a year's Opera-
(Initially this is not
important as it may seem as

|ton to the state, thereby requir- |average of 70' passengers per
ing $196.00-of coal for a week's

v |day. The cost to each passenger
enter 1 OpEI“d 1on.
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|include the ride and a meal at
Ithe top of the mountain:
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the local labor rates and

railroad and rolling stock would | believe the estimate of 70 pass-

'be put in first class operation |
|through the initial

investment
and heavy maintenance should

Inot be a significant problem for

three or four years.)

The insurance nas Deen com-
|puted on the basis of .0 1-2¢
| per person per i i
This is probably.high but an
experience rafing will have to
be established over ‘ome or two
years operation. k!

The cost of food is
on the present cost of ]

|increase
\would

engers per day is low and any
in passenger traific
increase the Trevenue

without a corresponding in-

\crease in operating cost.

It should ve mate Very clear
|that this committes or other
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other worlb-

the expense
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while conservation
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was ihe termific value the railroad would be 10 | Each engine trip from Cass to {established by the experience able 10
+ the other day. the state and its development pald Knob requires 3 1-2 tons |of the present logging operation

words, we're SKKX program, and we believe the  of coal at an estimated bulk |in preparing for $0-120 persons.

The income is hased upon an value or

this weather and sttached summary of i“ilia‘:purchase price of $8.00 per |
(oraard 10 the costs would certainly give the
ring owners a fair return on their
. investment, and its value to the
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Let siate, at these suggested costs,

. ih- cannot be measured In co‘ld'
re and cents only

d also be con-
1€ tate In 1-:¢I:|h-|
value would be the
persons o be em- |
the aid to :.amall|
men such™as hotel
{3 ! 0  pWNErs, Service stations, rest-
y net aurants, StOres and the like. Of‘
s course, any aid to_business such
+ion as these have 2 direct relation-
who ship to the economy of the
wonderful chef, State which would be derived
s it comes to iD the form of Consumers’ Tax,
doors Business and Occupation Tax,
d many of his gasoline tax, hunting and. fish-
e ht n;uf_-.(-;_-q.g_ but ing fees and the like.
which is also The State of West Virginia
sur (riends, is 2 has at its disposal in the area
rinade. 1t is ex- of the Cass railroad the herit-
teaks, especially ages which have heen the trade-
yugh side, epoked ‘mark of West Virginia in the
oul. past and also those that are
:even \ender) PRYIDE 8 important part in
m this for 6 the future of the state. The
grilling and ‘heritage of the past—an 1880
ve wadpul,mudel'g pam, locomotive 1
6 hours |bering the sid

taken, and = taken

s she owners, howewer, is mot | ;qditional revenues with cor-|on {he present cost of prepara- 'quickly the state will no longer
have such an attraction avail-

it, whereas other na-

tural attractions can be deferred
without a loss in either direct

potential.
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» *miles-—from  the |
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future— |
: Astronomy |
hservatory at Green Bank, and
fortv-five ‘miles away the

21 Research Observatory at|
Sugar Grove. Both these in-|
stitutions are so aware of the |
responsibilities they have'to the
visitor that each is planning
reception cenfers to accommo-

mein 4n an elevator .and the
other for Pontiacs where the
two power shovels have a dis-
cussion of the car's fine points.

Most TV commereials are dull
znd insane, apparently aimed
'at a three-year-old mind, judg-
\ing from the reaction of our
Betsy. But the two we have
mentioned might even sell chow
mein and Pontiacs,
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the years have been kind to the

By Ivan N. Hunter

Last summer, after we hiked
up Hills Creek near Hillsboro
in Pocahontas County and took
some fine shots of the Falls,
we thought that we had seen
the ultimate point of interest in
that section of West Virginia.
But., how wrong we were.

Just this past weekend, we
returned to Pocahontas County
and found another amazing
facet of interest in this unique
county.

The day that we found an-
other iting chapt
story of* Pocahontas County was

i
|

prime in the “early da
the present centuryl.r THES
If you haven't been readins
the West Virginia Hillbilly yoy
might not know that Russell
Baum, a rail fan from Pennsvi.
vania, came down to the Stats
Capitol and talked to the law-
'makers during the special ses-
'sion with such convincing sales-
| manship that the men paused
‘ltalking politics long enough ‘o
'set up a special subcommittee
to investigate the pros and cons
of his idea of buying the rail-
F1:021(1 for a tourist attraction one
of the last steam shay lines

last Saturday and the place was ‘East of .tﬁe-' Rockies.

Cass, a small mountain village
crowded by the Allegheny foot-
hills to a precarious perch on
the banks of a turbulent river
named Greenbrier.

Last Train From Cass

I was in Cass not to meet the
friendly people or to admire
the unequaled scenery or draw
\nto my lungs, the pure air of
the hill county. I was in Cass
‘o take a ride on a mountain
rallroad and when we arrived |
in the community at eight in the
morning. the object of the af:
fection of just about every rau
fan in the eastern part of the
pation was puffing saucily on
a side track, taking on water.
She was “Number Four” and

gsl and her jaunty air
that she was a

ks

To Decide Sunday

| The subcommittee meets this

coming Sunday at the Capitol
in Charleston to decide on just
what it will recommend to the
legislature when it convenes in
January. Most of the committee
members have indicated pri-
vately that they will advisa
that the state purchase the roll-
ing stock of the former Mower
Lumber Company and turn it

linto a rail buffs paradise.

The town of Cass, with :is
only industry shut down and
sold at the auction block, re-
sembles one of those frontier
western ghost towns after the
mother lode played out.

Narrow streets of white 1wo
story houses, many of them
now deserted and up for sale,
bear witness to the time when

Jlumber was king and over 168

families lived in the booming
community. e

“on the porch of

Old-timers
many seasons of

boarded-up
mmvﬂhoﬂr

'lhc Lnl prompling will tell of

S

the past

p— Ty T Y]

Azvi 1N
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last Saturday and the place was
Cass, a small mountain village
‘crowded by the Allegheny foot-
Chills to a precarious perch on
the banks of a turbulent river
named Greenbrier.

J Last Train From Cass

1 was in Cass not to meet the
friendly people or to admire
| the unequaled scenery or draw
into my lungs, the pure air of
the hill county. I was in Cass
‘to take a ride on a mountain
‘railroad and when we arrived
'in the community at eight in the
'morning, the object of the af-
fection of just about every raii
fan in the eastern part of the
‘nation was puffing saucily on
a side track, taking on water.
was ‘“‘Number Four” and
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‘been kind to th
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East of the Rockies,
To Decide Sunday

The subcommittee meets this
coming Sunday at the Capitol
in Charleston to decide on just
what it will recommend to the
legislature when it convenes in
January. Most of the commitiee
members have indicated pri-
vately that they will advisa
that the state purchase the roll-
ing stock of the former Mower
Lumber Company and turn it

€ |story houses, many ‘of them

into a rail buffs paradise.

The town of Cass, with i3
only industry shut down and
sold at the auction block, re-
sembles one of those [rontier
western ghost towns after the
mother lode played out.

Narrow streets of white two

! d and up for sale,
o the time whon

the least prompting will tell of
the roaring days in the past
history of this lumber town. of
days when the big double-band
mill sawed around the clock and
when as many as eight of the
smoke belching shay engines
went up to the top of the high-
est mountains to bring down
the logs that the skidders towed
on sky high cables from ricse
lto ridge, of the “skidder boys”
|who tooted the steam whisiies

the hookers on (ne
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Save The Train!

THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD

AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE
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| Save The Train!

e ] THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE.

West Virginia has something that a lot of other
states would give a purty for and that’s a bit of sure
tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that
chugs up it

The state of West Virginia can have this railroad
if the owners don’t want to get too rich on it, and if the
state’s representatives are convinced of its worth as a
tourist attraction.

There is every kind of interest in the idea. This
paper has heard from everybody and his brother and all
~ divinely hope that the road and its steam locomotive will
not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap heap. I

Hillbilly tells the story up to now this week. It
~ gives you a news account of the Sunday meeting of the
" MeuseSenate group. It gives you pictures that a Virginia
roilroad fan took. It gives you a pep talk letter from
Peansyivanian Russell Baum who started Hillbilly out on
e guest 1o save the railroad,

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West vsrgin- Pictre
% backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly
M sshing the state or private enterprise to do only what On

e siates have done to their profit, glory and pride.
This Pa
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oxl Thes ) around e yrist railroads in Penn- Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was 0IIICi:
=54 inh ire on " . Fr AL e : .
arp. Mowe? pyivanta. One, 1he &dS Broad Top, which abandoned (track was never torh up thou
Don Mower sened up this August, was il constant com- and .still is the Operating Vice-Presiden!
muniestion and made many trips 0 the Tweet- should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next week

slso thet 3 %= 8 Narth Carolina. And the operator of the first weekend in November) is the end for

dentified only EBT delved into all the facets of the Tweetsie year. You can also compare
puthern bank- pefore starting his own pperation. And it is

ape 14) from my talks with Mr. wilburn of the EBT (Turn to Page 8)

the multituges -
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT au




paper nag nagrs TwET STERYRUSY ana niw brother-and all
divinely hope that the road and its steam locomotive will
not be relogated to the limbo of the scrap heap :

- Hillbilly

Hou!ﬂ's"“”(‘ group,

l"»'"'"'o"d fan took. It gives

Pennsylvanian Russell Baum who started Hillbilly

tells the story u :
P to now this we
gives YOU A news account of the § S it

unday meeting of the

It gives you pictures that a Virginia

You a pep talk letter from

out an

the quest to save the railroad.

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin-
is's backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride.

There she stands, idle, ready
for the blow torch, ready for the
scrap heap. Anyway vyou look at
it, it is sad throwing awayv a past
that can he re-created to the
sibilant sounds of a symphonic
cash register.

The little truin fetehed In this
log for the pow defunet bull ehain
#f Mower. The little traln can pos-
;bh bring In greater weallth than

s

an old diamond stack

legislative Report

(From The Charleston Gazette)

Members of a legislative com-
mittee took a preliminary step
here Sunday toward possible
purchase of a lofty little rail-
road with its side attraction of
an underground waterfall said
to be higher than Niagara Falls.

The railroad step was taken
by four members of the Joint
Commiltee on Government and
Finance. They authorized Leg-
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz

> to check with the Conservation

Commission on the wisdom of
purchasing the Mower Lumber
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon-
tas County.

'he commission
charge of the
unique scenic attraction for
tourists in the event of pur-
chase by the state,

Tentative offers totaling a
maximum of $284,110 were
quoted to the committee by
Koontz. The sum represents the
purchase price for 13 miles of
railroad, an extensive land area,
locomo-
tive and certain additional
equipment, including flat cars.

The offers were made by
representatives of at least three
principal owners who would be
involved in the deal. They are
Midwest Steel Corp., Mower
Lumber Co. and Don Mower
Lumber Co,

It was learned also that a
private investor, identified only
as a friendly “southern bank-

(Turn to Page 14)
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THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE.

West Virginia has something that a lot of other
_ states would give a purty for and that's a bit of sure
s tourist bait in the forrn of a mountain and a railroad that
. chugs up it. -
}u‘ The state of West Virginia can have this railroad
" if the owners don’t want to get too rich onf it, and if the
- state’s representatives are convinced of its worth as 2
rist attraction.
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Pennsylvanian Russell Baum

WD STalffTou ittty Quil on

the ques! to save the railroad.

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin-
ja's backwardness or its forwardness, Remember: Hillbilly
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride.

Legislative Report

(From The Charleston Gazette)

Members of a legislative com-
mittee took a preliminary step
here Sunday toward possible
purchase of a lofty little rail-
road with its side attraction of
an underground waterfall said
to be higher than Niagara Falls.

The railroad step was taken
by fout members of the Joint
Committee on Government and
Finance. They authorized Leg-

, ® islative Auditor C. H. Koontz

_There she stands, idle, ready
‘for the blow torch, ready for the
" serap heap. Anyway Yyou look at
" §t. it is sad throwing away a past

that can be re-created to the
sibllant sounds of a symphonic
cash register,

to check with the Conservation
Commission on the wisdom of
purchasing the Mower Lumber
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon-
tas County.

The commission would have
charge of the railroad as a
unique scenic attraction for
tourists in the event of pur-
chase by the state.

Tentative offers totaling a
maximum of = $284,110 were
quoted to the committee Dy
Koontz. The sum represents the
purchase price for 13 miles of
railroad. an extensive land ares,
an old diamond stack locomo-
tive and certain additional
equipment, including flat cars.

The offers were made by
representatives of at' least three
principal owners who would be
involved in the deal. They are

Midwest Steel Corp., Mower
Lumber Co) and Don Mower
Lumber Co,

ft was learned also. that ‘3
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IOnRS - ° 1 'weetsie man {inalized the decision
Ot " . ' Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners
e by 5 b ol railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern ne
three i 85 my offer still stands of taking Pittsburgh,- to follow through with the
B 8% sou arcund the two tourist railroads in Penn- Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially

syivants One. the East Broad Top, which
ppened up this August, was in constant com-
mgnication apd made many trips to the Tweet-
hat g sie in North .?mlmz. And the operator of the
' p all the facets of the Tweetsie
2 his own operation. And it is

with Mr. Wilburn of the EBT

abandoned (track was never torn up thoug:
and .still is the Operating Vice-President. '*
should go on-a Sat. or Sun. and next week (the
first weekend in November) is the end for ths
year. You can also compare the multitude zd-
“vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT and
~ (Turn to-Page 8) 3
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The rallroaders call this “claw-
ing™ and the old coal-b rner is

i adl v

ave the Railr

From Page 1
the Strasburg. There is not even a close com-
parison on this score. The negative point, of
course, is location. But I'd like Mr. Wilburn
to tell you about the amount or lack of 1
should say, local trade. It's mostly long dis-
tance fraffic. The EBT is located at Orbison-
ia; Pa., and the Strasburg at Strasburg. If you
fly I'd be willing 1o meet you at Harrisburg
and if you drive, either in Sunbury or Orbis-

Jauid.

I think one of the great appeals in any
newspaper drive is partly sentimental. I talk-
ed about it on our trip. I avoided it during
the legislature talk on purpose. Bul to reiter-
ate the appeal to me is this, Whereas we've

set aside Mountain tops, forests galore,
streamns and valleys, rocks and monuments
as national and state parks — very little has

been done to preserve the most cherished her-
itage of all — our human heritage.

"And where is the preponderance of hu-
man heritage? It’s in the East. The Pennsyl-
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate the
Grand Canyon of the Colorado. The Great
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ‘ry
to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But
no matter how hard we try the Monongahela
National Forest will never compare with the
forest of Sequeia National Park with its tow-
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam-
eter,

Want to Be Something Else

There is no tree in the Allegheny for-
est that would give 700,000 board feet of
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia
‘comes closest, 3000 miles behind. And there
i5 no all around park like Yellowstone. And
there is no grandeur in the world quite like

looking at Mount McKinley (called Mt, Denali
18 AN
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RUSSELL BAUM MAKES PLEA

! FOR “EASTERN" PRESERVAT'ION'

the cost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $2.00
per foot. And the morewof these places we
add, the more attractive a travel package the
East will be — or for that matter keeping a
perpetual West bound tourist East (like me),

Let's Preserve the East

As an aside — if at this time 1 could oo Barslay, walkuIEN
i : . ‘ day on the emplies, iy
land an attractive job in the West I'd do so. finished on  June 20, He Is
I love to travel — and that is becoming the yAuble man I put to werk
E take the tourists for a ride. =8

American pastime—and will continue to do so.
And with places like the proposed Cass layoul
I'll have no need to be out West to be steeped
in the beauty of America. I'll be able to do 1t
at home. And yes, we do have some of these
things here, such as Williamsburg, Hopewell
Furnace (an iron furnace Nat'l Park in Pa.)
along with scores of military parks like Gel-
tysburg, which memorialize and perpetuate
wounds of the past with hunks of stone strewn
over the landscape.

Let's face it: We've come shorl of pre-
serving the glory of our East. At Cass we can
combine the serene beauty of the East in its
finest with the transportation mode:-that made
America — the Railroad.

And showing steam in its finest hour,
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, Is
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts
of men for time to come; the personal and
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along
with its plaintive wail!

What American father will not fail to
rationalize some redson to take his son for a
last look and a return look for that matter?
You talked on the trip about the West capita-
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunyan
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col-
orful? Who doesn't use lumber? And who

doesn't thrill to the thought of a rugged lum- -

berjack deep in the woods calling out in reson-
ant tones — “Timberr"? How many

have gone through an honest 0 good

peopie

These pletures were made B
Mr. and Mrs, Wm. E, r
of Arlingten, Virginla, twe,
lovers who come, or did com
West Virginia to wership at
altar of the great god Steam. T
is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat
stop.




Qid Ne | gris shifted. This Is up
e ihe mommiains sy miles above
(g~ 3

This mill was boilt in 1821, re-

one that burned. Hillbilly
feels that this old mill shouldn't
go. that down the years it will
pay the state a preity penny as a
sogvenir of the past. A logger's
muoseum could be garnered here.

e preponderane of hu

And W :
eritage? 1 in the East, Tho Pennsyl
y Grand Canyon 11t to emulate the
d on. of the Colorado The Great
emokies and the Hills of West Virginia “ry
ta be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But

no matter how hard we try the Monongahela
National Forest will never compare with the
forest of Sequola National Park with its tow-

ering 300 foot glants up {o 40 feet in diam-

eter.

Want to Be Something Else

There is no trce in the Allegheny for-
est that would give 700000 board feet of

lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia
comes closest, 3000 miles behind. And there

is no all around park like Yellowstone. And
there is no grandeur in the world quite like
looking at Mount MeKinley (called Mt Denali
by natives and the Indians) towering 16,000

feet from base level and 20,300 feet from sea
level. Watching it as I did, from where I work-
ed. 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe
inspiring sight I can never forget. And with
the help ok two large photo murals I took, I
never shall.

- Can the East top that? Yes, it can. Not
by trying to match that which makes the
West great, not by matching mountain peak
for mountain peak; but by preserving that
which made America great, by ' preserving
that which the East in our history books Is
noted for—its human heritage.

True we have beautiful forests and hills
in the East with a cartain unusual sylvan beau-
ty Lo set them apart from those of the West, but
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West
And it's not going to draw people from the
Midwest East when it's just about as easy
for them to travel West. But it's a combina-
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the

dynamism of our rich human heritage that

will draw people to the East. Why do people
go to Burope? Certaiuly not to listen to peo-
ple speak a language they can't u '
or Lo see scenery We can SUrpass several times
over backyard. Nor for the op-
fare : heritage in Europe
he museums colosseums. :

e N e

pyramids, that take

warving the glory ol our Fawt. AL Ca N CUn
combine the gerene beauly of the East in its
finest with the transportation modethat made
America the Rallroad.

And showing steam in its finest hour,
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, 1s

a nostalgic item thal will live in the hearts

: ¢ These pictures were :
of men for time to come; the pcrsfmal and Mr. and Mrs. Wm. E. B::::t ‘;:
romantic throbbing of a sleam engine along oWk sep Mgl St

with its plaintive wail!

What American father will not fail to
rationalize some redson to take his son for a
last look and a return look for that matter?
You talked on the trip about the West capita-
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paul Bunyan
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col-
orful? Who doesn’t use lumber? And who
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum-

herjack deep in the woods calling out in reson-
spimberr''? How, many

an honest to poodness saw

ant tones — -In-_--.r.\'..-

have gone through
mill?

Last year.in Longview, Washington, 1
through the Weyerhauser Mill. There
in our party. Tours were hourly every
,day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen-
ter of population—no. Just a pure genuine in-
terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And
remember, this is just to see a mill operate.
There’s no ride involved. No scenery lo see.
It's not next to anything else of interest,
There's no timbering 1o watch. It’s just to
look at a saw mill.

We Have So Much .. .

went
were 25

My father-in-law travels East and hauls
me around on jaunis for guess what — just
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And
there are crowds at the developed places like
Hopewell. Why? vou know why. And yet
there’s nothing operating at {hese places. All
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored
and reconstructed remains.
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage
we have added at Cass 2 perennial favorite—
‘a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten
‘heritage of our future—the National Radio

Astrono Observatory at Green Bank.
' i Mine in Them Thar

Last

lovers who come, or did come, {0
. 1o

West Virginia to worship at the"

altar of the great god Steam. This

is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat waler
stop.

empties come from the
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sixty
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devel Watehing it as 1 did, from where 1 works
ed 180 sir miles away at dusk was an awe
inspiring sight forget. And with

ithe belp of two large photo murals 1 took, I

1 can never

wae buill I IATL re
thet Dwrmed WAty Rover shall
thin shd ilt sheunidn Can the East top that? Yes, it can. Not
deen be years o will -
sists s pietty pemny &% & by trying to match that which makes the
the pest. A "";""" West great. not by matching mountain peak
musrwm reald be  parmered . ,
. for mountain peak; but by preserving that
. which made America great, by preserving

that which the East in our history books is
soted for—its human heritage,

True we have beautiful forests and hills
in the East with a cartain unusual sylvan beau-
v to set them apart from those of the West, but
it's not a dvnamic beauty as with the West:
And it's not going to draw people from the
Midwest East when it's just about as easy
for them to travel West. But it's a combina-
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the
dynamism of our rich human heritage that
will draw people to the East. Why do people
go to Europe? Certaiuly not to listen to peo-
ple speak a language they can't understand
or to see scenery we can surpass several times
over. in our own backyard. Nor for the op-
portunity bf spending the $500 round-trip air-
plane fare. It's the human heritage in Europe -
—the museums colosseums, pyramids, that take
people there. One note—a local friend of mine
in the junk business advises me that the max-
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a
mile delivered in Pittsburgh if the rail is re-

saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value. Also
he says that to lay track new would cost—la-
bor $10 per foot and $2,000 for switches plus

lcader, children.

That's a Jog
Sare you know now. But there
will come 3 day when you won't.
Unless the state of West Virginia,
or its businessmen, have the wis-
ts preserve this rich heritage.

.day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen-

went through the Weyerhauser Mill -'1 here
were 20 In our party, Tours were hourly every

ter of population—no, Just a pure genuine in-
terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And
remember, this is just to see a mill operate,
There's no ride involved. No scenery to see.
It’s not next to anything else of interest.
There's no timbering to watch. It's just to
look at a saw mill.

We Have So Much ...

Last emptiey came
Cheat woads. Ity the last duy of &

mixty year span. We tinly
3 . =l YVie
add 160 to s unemployed,

from the

My father-in-law travels East and hauls
me around on jaunts for guess what — just
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And
there are crowds at the developed places like
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet
there's nothing operating at these places. All
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored
and reconstructed remains. So, plus these it &
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage r,,,"m" l;;,, |,'ﬁ|!:fwfmrrf:lﬁ:u,'f ::;z
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— t're of West Virginia's glorions
a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten past,
heritage of our future—the National Radio
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be-
lieve me there's a Gold Mine in Them Thar
Hills and it's not in California.
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And you can continue to ask me for
any possible further help I may give. I want
nothing more out of it than the feeling that
I've done something for a good cause and the
self-satisfaction that that gives and the know-
ledge that future generations and myself will
have places to go in the East in quest for rich
vacation spots.

Russ Baum

Péop_le, who are deeply inferested in the fate of the
“ asking me if it is maybe possible fo have a mass meefing somewhere in
R o5 in the sfafe. Any suggestions along this line from readers!

Cass railroad have been
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THEY BEEN WORKIN’"ON DE RAILROAD

If West Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, "and thus fills its coffers with tourist
dollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (sitting left to
right) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip, Ted
Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobhson, A. L. Reed, Carl Gziner,
C. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M: Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoké, T. G. Matney, and Herb -chup-
bach. :

:-W J.

Cass -TI’EII[I_ REDOI’f ";)NL-Y AILROAD f;
(From Pace 1) ~|$ NOT MERGIN(_; |
er," is interested. in ‘buying the |3 _"‘-_B_ﬂf.‘":'e_i'! s~3ic-s ofsfwo
railroad if the state decides a- legislstive’ c"mw‘:ee! .l::'
gainst making the purchases 15" ot m’ﬂ:ﬂ s

His reported offer is about
‘73,000. < Lox s i ‘%": ! .‘T*“}---i ic Mower
| CoChairman Harrv R Paul 3 o ratlroad.
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THEY BEEN WORKIN’ ON DE RAILROAD

If West Virginia buys the railroad| at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with tourist
ipllars these men who met on the inspaction frip two weeks ago, They are: (sitting left :o
ight) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Deon Crislip, Ted
e Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Grinar
' H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb .‘él\upz

ich.
. |
Cass Train Report 1§ oor sy
rain keport ONLY RAILROAD i
i (From Pace 1) - |$ NOT MERGI '
Qg ool o O : ; L g - NUT NG
er, is“' inwemdn in -'buYI.,ng'.th . ';-..,'Bgﬁlu-én s czin=s of two |
S Sk ":jf jthei - Stg; %wdg&-@*i ' legislstive: c>mniitees Sun- §
LILS dRllly - v :.. "C1 .i._"!. - 4 ‘ . -
g His reported offer is abou ' §
2 $75000. S A e |
RN r e ;:',';:.n_'_ L s - e
i irman Harry R. Paul- § € on ¥ 1
lley (D -McDoweil) point: 7 ot 4 Lumber 1
[that the Jovernment -ard- Tl _3 Heuse Speaker Harry R, ;'
|nance Committee lacked a Pauley (D - McDowell) com- 1|
quorum to take formel action - mented: 3\
| Sunday. The total of four mem- “This is the only rail- 3|
| bers present was two short of YRR U anrow, of that 3\
|the quorum required for the 10- doesn’t ‘want to merge 3 A1
with another one.” ’i-‘.

,' member committee to do busi-
ness. |

| Pauley said he was reason-
ably certain, however, that the
full committee would approve
‘the decision to talk about the
' matter further with the Con-
jservation- Commission. The
‘other three members present
were Sen. A. L. Reed (R-Pres-
ton). Del. “Herbert Schupbach
(D-Wetzel) and Del. Ward M.
Dawson (R-Morgan).

Will Meet Nov. 13

= ;-fgnﬂ ~,ﬁey‘l)f:ld making

ter from Midwest Steel Corp..
which . has indicated that it|
wants to remove the railroad |
before the weather gets cold if |
no sale is made.

Committee members decided |-
they don’t have the authority
to take a proposed $5,000 option |
on the steel and rolling stock
of the railroad.

Pauley said the powers of the
committee could scarcely ex-
a favorable
ondation to the next
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'movey or not. We shall talk
about the improvement of ed-
wpeational quality, instead, or at

:h slsrmed over least in addition. We shall try

proportion of s
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 serving It's talent that we

time of | want to get and don’t want to

jose—let’s put our money there
—we can always get warm bod-
|jes to stand up in a classroom
land call the roll. We shall vis-
lit esch other’s campuses and
jearn about each other's prob-
lems and strengths first hand.
|1 get tired of hotels—but never
|of campuses. We shall help each
other. First we must sell, even
more than we have, the values
of higher education to the peo-
| and their leaders—make
zhsolutely clear its indispensa-
|hi]ity to the State, to the Na-
‘tion and to youth in the second
‘half of the 20th century. We
ishall join in encouraging in-
\creased eorporate  giving to
higher education and in edu-
‘cating all our alumni to the
fact that their own education

(whether public or private, was
heavily subsidized. Together we
have avenues of approach to
foundations. corporations, legis-
latures, churches and individ-
wals and groups of all kinds
that we may not have sepa-
rately or alone.

We shall endeavor to explode
the fallacies in the public mind,
such as that tax-assisted insti-

need private sup-

tutions don't 2

e voluntary contribu-
institutions re-
itions to other in-
. private institu-

PAGE SEVEN

DECEMBER 3, 1960

The Latest Word on Cass Choo Choo

By Ivan N. Hunter |

Just about everybody in West |
Virginia, and several other |
states too, with a few notable |
exceptions, has fallen in love
with the Cass Railroad. This
fact was brought out at the|
Legislative commiltee meeting
held in Charleston Sunday, No- |
vember 20. }
A petition bearing the names
of 1500 Marshall College stu-|
dents, along with numerous let- |
ters and wires, was read fo the
six man group before they unan- ‘

Harry Pauley’s motion to recom-
mend the purchase.
The motion instructed Con-

Lane, to get in touch with the
owners of the railroad and roll-
ing stock and attempt to gel
a reasonable price quoted for
presentation to the full house
membership when they convene
in January for the 1961 ses-
sion.

During the Sunday meeting
Director Lane revealed some
of the long range plans for
tourist development in West
Virginia by his Conservation
Commission. The Director spe-
cifically mentioned the Seneca
Rocks area and the Bluestone
Gorge as projects whose de-
velopment should have higher
priority than the Cass scenic
Railroad.

Lane expressed only mild en-
thusiasm for the development

imously voted on co-chairman |\might prove prohibitive.

servation Director Warden M. |spokesman for advocates seek- lstale. as suggested by the West
1

of the Cass line but told the |be in business, i
commitlee that his department | the cost eslimat;:etdah;ragiﬁtlg
would be glad to operate the |Lane.
scenic line if the legislature Even the amount of coal re-
followed the committee's ap-|quired to climb Bald Knob fig-
proval and “give us enough |ured in the discussion. Warden
money fo run it on". Lane had earlier told the leg-
Listing some of his object- |islators that his department es-.
tions to the project the Conser- |timated that it would, take ten -
vation Commissioner noted that | tons of coal to make the steep
the town of Cass was almost |ascent. ; o
inaccessable to concentrated| Railfan Rife challenged ‘thé& -
tourist traffic. He also stated |tonnage figure and told the |
that the cost of acquiring and | members that it would only /
anerating the scenic shay line |take four tons lo climb t h e~
mountain and “a half a ton Loj
Ted Rife, an employee of the |come down’.
radio-astronomy center at| “We propose to hold a, pubs,
Green Bank. and an ardent|lic meeting somewhere in thei

ing to preserve the last steam | Virginia Hillbilly, to plan for
| mountain line in operation inlaction to present our cause to.
[the eastern United States, dis-|the West Virginia Legislature =
' puted some of the.cost figures when it convenes in January";
auoted earlier in the hearing the astronomy center account-
by Director Lane. [ant announced al the meeting.,
wThe Bluestone Gorge and | Public notice of the time and
Seneca Rocks have been in place will be announced,” Rife
place for a million years, and concluded.
| will last another million”, Rifé |ggan WROTE HUMOROUSLY
lsa:d, But the Cass Line wi | OF THE CIVIL WAR
|be sold for scrap unless some-| ", o1 the few humorous , -
(body takes action soon”, Rife p,qps on the Civil War is “The
'went on. \Flying Gray Haired Yank”
Disputing the need of an ex- |written by Michael Egan of
|pensive lodge to house and feed | Parkersburg in 1888.

'tourists Rife explained that the
'state could purchase several | TWAIN'S PARENTS LIVED

' old Pullman coaches and dining | IN MASON COUNTY ;

(cars and set them off on a sid- _ _ n
|ing and the Cass Railroad would |once lived in Mason County. =

s

scholarships. We are about to
set up a joint statistical service

.|and joint efforts in fund-rais-

Pel’sonh ‘ Person ._...',;

Mathews of Weston will -at the invitation of WOR e
ve  Hillbilly for the. mext|tv and radio audiences S '@
with the Christmas|Manhattan area why K

shan rankied

R DA nen  Ameeer

The parents of Mark Twain . L 3
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don't like it, nobody knows, One
of '.ilu big men it will take
too much money and he talked
about toilets on top of the hill
and aboul other things. This
paper said back to him, get the
railroad fi and then talk a-
hout those things. Be sensible
But the man got ruffled and the
paper got ruffled and nobody
got anywhere,

Now this paper predicts that
If the thing |s left up to the
State, that the raflroad will be
sold to those people in Marion,
Virginia, who would like to have
it o attract tourists. Bul that
shouldn'y happen and th paper
will scrap till hell freezes over
or until the T spike Ik taken
Up and pold to the Old Domin.

Wy which apparently has more |
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Time to Start Workin' on

Therre 32 persnetaniy who will be necessary to take care great mandate and b
pepit K H e .':-3.‘ N WL "? Visiiors b".l the d . " I‘ r "”.: I:- ':-. .J""--.':;'
iy whe Soeas pant 1o Dy That somebody is, first the ' he didn't say do it f it v i
T: | i L Rattesad and Governor of West Virginia. He done. One .MJ" :'l'*u"”'&;“—..‘
e cheesing up to the doesnt like it because if he did jernor r!m.--*"”“-:-f the ralivesd
. 1 - 8 ~r e
B Badey with a cargo he would have said to the legis- The Senate of We t Vir siniz
a0 o wd A o fun-toving lature, "fl.;j-' that Iittle railroad 'likes the -"i"-‘-" I ‘-
99 vl 1dlllVUald aliud YU n
o8 nd let it be the first olive ou! |the budget so it co ! Tan Boinaht
e 3 WK ". :n. 1 o M . : .‘I.h." i .r.' _i.l:‘. l'llA' . E?-.!'t‘)_ E'l"' 1h¢ ‘ 'i )1 '-o‘ l-‘;-‘ n ) .- L°‘ :
e 15 put i1he unemployed and let's give the people back |little raiiroad and Mt
. . : 3 - - ALl S 4 LA . - - - : - ...!
piglie oFf Cass o work running a utle something.” The Gover- they wouldn't itemize it. The

wt Betde satlenad 1o bullding nor has been made good father House and the Senate have to

# e tourist camps that of the West. Virginians by a|agree or the budget can't be sub-
mitted and the legislature can't
adjourn until they get togeth-
er. So there was a kind of com-
prise.

“Let's put in enough money
and if the Conservation Com-
mission wants to buy it later,
then they can buy it.” That was
nice on the surface, but it still
means that there's somebody in
power who doesn't like the little
railroad and that the state will
never buy it. Or so this paper
thinks.

There is somebody who likes
the little Cass railroad. This

» ' chamans Dud thic nanNs
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thinks

There is somebody who likes
e little Cass railroad. This
paper, for instance. But this pap
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aper is one man's opinion. So
at can be discounted. But
there are others who like the
little railroad and that is just
about everybody in West Virgin.
ia except the strong man on Lhe
budget of the state. Why they
don’t like it, nobody knows. Ons
of the big men says it will taki
too much money and he talke
about toilets on top of the hil
and about other things. Thi
paper said back to him, get th
railroad first and then talk
bout those things. Be sensibl
But the man got ruffled and tl
paper got ruffled and noboc
got anywhere.
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Complete Text

My purpose bere today i to sug-

i ..gmh.-hmy of the state of West.

Il‘m‘t purchasimg and -operating a
| segment of the Mower Lumbar Co. in
Casn. West Virginia as an operating
maseum of railrosding and lumbering—
turs of ihe century style—for the bene-
fit of the people of the state and as a
major tourist attraction. And further, to
show that this tourist attraction would
say #s own way from iis own revenue.
Ratlroads. and expecially logging
railroads., have for the past 15 years
been my primary hobby. Through busi-
ness the military service, and vacations,
! have tarveled and seen most of the
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50
stastes. Canada, and Mexico from the
Cookuils and Zocateas to the White Pass
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower
railroad last October it occurred to me
that few Reilroad and none of the opera
ting tourist railroads came close to
matehing the Mower in spectacular
scenery. Further the most scenic part of
the line is within 8 miles of Cass.

It was because of this ride that
ihe thought kept mulling over in my
mind that this definitely would be the
line Lo preserve as an operating log- |
ging railroad to be promoted as a
tourist attraction. t would be a natural
for the state to include it in its Park
System. This whole concept of a railroad
park is not new, In 1947 the Edarville
LK. was born in Cape Cod District of
Mass. with six mile of track around
a4 Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most
successful of the tourists operations. The
passengers each year are in the hun-
dreds of thousands,

Mﬂ' tourist railroad is the
Tweetsie at Blowing Rock, N. C., near
the Smékies but In a remote section of
. I was told that last year Lhey

of Russeli Bhum"s Cass

s the Silverton Line running from Dur-
ange to Silverton, Colorado. They are
booked ‘up in advance for tickets and a
ride over their 45 miles of track requires
a four day wait on the average. Today
Durange is a hooming tourist center.
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the
u.ausual psri is tihat Durange is 450 miles
from the nearest city of over 5,000
population and has to compete with such
attractions as the Grand Canyon, Rocky
Mountain National Park, and Yellow-
stone for the long distance tourists,

Another is the East Broad Top in
Penna. It started this August with a
five mile trip through some pleasant
farm land. It is presently bettering ex-
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera-
itng Vice President, expects to add to
the line next year,

Although these other railroads are
operating quite Successfully, they have
enly one basic attraction, that is a rail-
road with an operating antique steam
engine hauling poeple for ‘an average of
five miles over the track. The Mower
Liumber Co. Razilroad has far more Lo
offer.

To start with, it would be the
operation of a real rallroad—most of the
tourist lines are built for the occasion
and for the historian type person, there-
fore lack interest.

The Mower does not merely go
around in a circle or over an uninter
e-'ing siretch of land. The other lines
operating in the East can come nowhere
near matching its scenery. You would
have the added interest of lumbering—
turn of the century style—and lumbering
in itself has a great appeal to many peo-
ple. Today in the United States the only
railroad loaging by the old method of
rail to logging point and skidder car

| RS

by

Railroad Plea .

tential to serve as a tourist atiraction.

The engines themselves are very
unique in the annals of Railroading. They
are Shay geared steam engines complet=
with a real 1890 dimond stack. Thera
are two switchbacks on the line. And [
know of only two others left in tha
uU. S.

There is an added attraction of a
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from
the suggested termination of the line on
the hill. This cave has received innum-
erable write-ups_ in certain magazines.

A cave in itself would attract numerous
tourists, #nd the combination would
make a very strong tourist attraction.

Then “at Greenbank, five miles
away is a large observatory that would
help attract still more people.

The Mower operation would re-
quire the operation of only five miles
of track and the purchase of six miles.
This would take the line through iis
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal
length for this sort of thing.

Because tne major investment is
there. the cost would not be large and
no mere than scrap value for rail and
engines.

To summarize—none of the othar
railroads serve any other purpose than
to memorialize sleam 'railroads. and none
have cperating geared engines or in-
teresting scenery. With the Mower you
have in addition the large interest in
logging—the chence to show old ums
logging railroading at its best—and 2
large undeveloped cave.

However this is the last opportusis
ty to do something about it Unless it
is stopped, the salvage company wanis
the tracks ripped up by lime wiiwr
sets in. Building a new rallroad would
be prohibitive.

The highways fOF

entering Cass
s awe YLTY

1
-
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X My pu-rPoSe f West anﬂﬂ' 1o SIIVEﬂDn. Colorado ! The
> ility of the state 0 T IR e ¥y arte The
ot o teasi::lll!a:ing“m'”ol’eﬁﬁﬂg a  booked up in"advance for tickess and unique in t:en

Vlrginu:‘sofpl-:_he Mower Lumber Co. in ride over their 45 miles of track requires
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o West Virginia as an operating a four day wait on m,e ﬂ“a-ge. Today
2o ¢ railroading and lumbering— Durange is a booming tourist center. e two swit
museum of ra lury style—for the bene- ;| Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight vears kKnow of on
turn of the cenl of the state and as a | ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the U. s,
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wilth a real
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Railroads, and expecially logging
railroads, have for the past 15° years
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Mountain National Park, and Yellow- e |
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| I have tarveled and seen most of the I'fenn-a. .It s't_arted this August with a make a v
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and Yukon. In riding over the Mower itng Vice Presidgnt. expects to add to Th
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ting tourist railroads came close to operating quite Successfully, they have This: wo
matching the Mower in spectacular enly one basic attraction, that is a rail- finest sce
scenery. Further the most scenic part of road with an operating antique steam length i
the line is within 6 miles of Cass. engine hauling poeple for an average of B,
It was because of this ride that five miles over the track. The Mower et

the thought kept mulling over in my Limber Co. Railroad has far more to 2GSt
mind that this definitely would be the offer. . engines.
line to preserve as an operating log- | To start with, it would be the T
ging railroad to be promoted as a operation of a real rallroad—most of the e,
tourist attraction. It would be a natural tourist lines are built for the occasion s mem;
for the state to include it in its Park and for the historian type person, there- haz-:e &
System. This whole concept of a railroad fore lack interest. teresting

park is not new. In 1947 the Edarville The Mower does not merely go Kl
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_Ih_‘-_!ﬁﬂ'_e of track around ez stretch of land. The other lines logging:

' oday it is the most operating in the East can come nowhere jarge

e un
_i '

s operations. The near matching its scenery. You would

I e S e’ * et | Al e SR “be prohibiti
| N C I was told that last year they rail to logging point and s}udde:: cal_:_ The
| made $150,000 net proift. This year they and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. PP 3

are adding $30,000 in superfluous addi- travels the highest point East of the Sood AN

tions such as the purchase of a railroad Mississippi River of any r@r:adLielt 9od e
ias.

Jocomotive from the White Pass and has the best scenery East of the Roc i :

Iroad East
Yukon in Alaska They have a five mile and is the only operational Rai _
* gircle of track Another good example of\the Sierras that would have the po-  fthe House



T,'“‘-i;"d' Baum’s iass Railfo-ad Plea k: :

- Silverton Line running from Dur-
1o Stlverton, Colorado. They are
¥ "" in . : d O | St ‘Iﬂd a
ride over their 45 miles of track requires
‘a four day wait on the average. Today
‘purange is a booming tourist center.
‘Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years
ago to §7.00 today for a single, and the
wausual pari is that Durange is 450 miles
from the nearest city of over 5,000

jation and has to compete with such
altractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky
Mountsin National Park, and Yellow-

swone for the long distance tourists.
Another is the East Broad Top in

senna. It started this August with a
{ve mile trip through some pleasant
srm land. It is presently bettering ex-
ectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera-
mg Vice President, expects to add to
je line next year. "
Although these other railroads are
serating quite successfully, they have
iy ome basic attractiom, that is a rail-
@d with an operating antique steam
gine hauling poeple for an average of
i miles over the track. The Mower
mmber Co. Railroad has far more to
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To start with, it would be the
tion of a real rallroad—most of the
es are built for the occasion

historian type person, there-

logging—the

tential to serve as a tourist a :
The engines themselves are \ t'?.l "

unique in the annals of Railroading. They ;

are Shay geared steam engines complets

wilth a real 1890 dimond stack. Thera

are two switchbacks on the line. And T

EHD; of only lwo others left in the

There is an added attraction of a
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from
the suggested termination of the line on
the hill. This cave has received innums
erable write-ups_ in certain magazines.

A cave in itself would atiract numerous
tourists, znd the combination would
make a very strong tourist attraction.

Then at Greenbank, five miles
away is a large observatory that would
help attract still more people.

The Mower operation would re-
quire the operation of only five miles
of track and the purchase of six miles.
This would take the line through iis
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal
length for this sort of thing.

Because tne major investment is
there, the cost would not be large and
no more than scrap value for rail and
engines.

To summarize—none of the othar
railroads serve any other purpose than
to memorialize sleam _railroads, and none
have cperating geared engines or in-
teresiing scenery. With the Mower you
heve in addition the large interest in
chance to show old time
Lo m 1'_'1.:4_

be prohibitive. ki,
The highways for entering Cass

from East, North, and South are vvy
good making it readily accessible.
Trainfan Baum, 2 Pennsylvania
speech befors
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Wi being s

lke and Taxes

House of Delegates (Democrat)
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“half man" that Pearl Buck
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6, or even interesting,
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10 about how big shots play up to
¢ the President and g‘.y'stgm'

that keeps him on the Invite gh the and took h
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are lis a story, I think, worthy of Yes, there's a story there be-

o ;”h”m. the prints, cause the officer completed his
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4 topped here ang |0 Georgla for i anybody could |is “ndeed & sae” il
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MOKE-BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND,
G THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM.

e : L sar 3 ;. made each man dig
. g ToR. & st IR ill[!:";lllir_‘};;'l ni;:J]lllfllm Inllt Ii;:\I:I :::\‘::::1':; :;;L;Se and get down on his [that there have been many
acailn !\;In'."r‘l\"_" El P{;wi Tisu .’ti)s- i ‘kne;s at the edge of it, so that prloblttlarns CIl'.lu'Llc all have fheea
se b Lo s sl LS S ‘he iz knife came down |solved and taken care of, an
e "J - eontilori L1 .h'.'"-:m himself who is| Strangely enough I Icarned;n;"“gamg bb; kicked in after |this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a
eyl e that anding in front of the place jabout Rev. Newell, Presbyler-| (o . ored head. It's like this|learned and well-read woman
beave . nd wondering why it Isntjjan pastor at Greenbank, when |y, ‘e kind old steam loco-|and her knowledge of things
P pen. He tells nu'_wrlr}'ri.’ Sen:]l-;l went to New York that time motive we are riding, It will |in general is rather tremen-
- . or Carl Gainer is In the motel. (1o ¢ < ig City for jts : i B :
.:J:- HOirom r a5 there and after a while lllrov:?te;knnt(llledeliil‘&esswlis:are;}s of"’"n up its frack and hailllll it tg dau§ and h‘.}r mtferes;v HISPEDS
e cra Senator Arch Reed comes in|people following the dressing- the bottom of T”h; hill atn moting tour]sml ord :St Vir-
The g oci- and we all go to breakfast, the [down that the Saturday Eve- u_'_llen te Job. 15 [;r}e{ A O{} ginia 1. peners ;n ler.ow?
stias was 3 - place now being open and bust- [ning Post gave West Virginia, |Will 80 for sgrap. 1 zss. of | Pacahontas~in particular jis al-
RSk e u . ling. At one booth are Mr. and |One of the social workers there | COUTse; the State orders a|most a passion \_ml.h her. And
proschizz 3 @ Mrs. Koontz and at another [told mfe about Greenbank's Stay Of execution. Peral Buck: iy, indeed ' azpne
&y » is Delegate J C. Cruikshanks. |Rev, Newell. And others had | slon,
dia in Speaker Pauley comes in. [told me about him, how he is | Train With Smoke Her father-inlaw, Tom's fa-

e 4 Sl ! Ithere and so was his Jaguar.
factanateiy Bill Sperry introduces me to|And so were his wife and chil- |
E:n:u‘.if“ been the engineer & stranger, a fellow by the [dren. I have never met a more |
St w2 brave In & bit of name of Gambill, who is a tax | delightful Family

fegalative maneyvering that lawyer, and who stops at Bill's 7 ;

BPOughl the depredation fo a place when passing through |  And there were others there
sandill yntil 2 delegation of [that parl of West Virginia. at Lhe station. Tom Edgar, for
degisistors could look into the “Tell him that story”, sa_\fﬂmsmnce' o e for

N

OCTOBER 29, 1960

ain Railroad

ferent shades of blue in each
receding peak.

] talk with Tom Edgar's wife,
& charming and devoted wife. I
ask her how he will negotiate
the problems of the legislaturs
if he is elected. She tells me

We see loads of steel al_ong
the track and I am jolted into
the thoughts of how this train
and its track will be like cer-
tain of the natives of Guam
whom the Japanese slew. They,

ther, of course, owns the old
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes
often to visit the place and
in this way has become some-
thing of a member of the
Edgar family and they lova
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does.
“She is the most gracious
woman I ever knew", she told
me, “She is kind and consider-
ate, and devoid of all pretence.
You would think she would
have the right to ‘put on’ just

We pass a road and the
whistle toots a warning. A car
stops and disgorges its passen-
|gers because a train with smoke
is something to see. A little
girl waves and I remind my-
self fo read some of good old
Tom Wolfe and I promise.my-
self T will. Upward we go and
it gets colder and I hear
Cruickshanks say that “Poor
old Comstock is going to freeze
to death” and I look about me
and see that all the rest have ; esn’ :
intelligently _anticipated _this | 11e: but she decen't. And
kind of weather and are dress- who pretend to be something
ed in fitting garb. And Dick | ;.4 they aren't”.

Bowman has evidi antici TR

-y

" th ‘| fo 1t A

John Killoran comes up to|all. Tom knows what she meant.
me and I say, “Fill me in, |He knows what happened to
“John" and John fills me in{him. He isn't a baby. As 2
and good. “This is one of the matter of fact he is all man.
steep railroads. Railroad grades |He understands more than peo-
are told in percentages, A rise |ple think and he bears no
of one inch per hundred feet grudges. I think he is pretty

is one percent, for instance. |great”.
Now mast Main Tine raads aral  And
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One barometer of aging 1
think is a propensity to associate
a contemporary act with a half-

remembered tune or the half
forgotten words of an old song.
Last Saturday there kept com-
ing to my mind’'s ear bits of an
old hymn that I used to listen
to. but was never brave enough
fo participate in. about life
being like a “mountain rail-
road with an engineer that was
brave” and admonished me and
the rest F the congregation to
“make the run successful from
the cradle to the grave”

The “contemporary’” associ-
ation was a real Mountain Rail-
road. one which [ felt was ap-
proac premature grave
BF 15 » e me in the
” ) yhove Cat 1
Prcainn Aoy
$nd ind notive
wis being i for scrap. 1 had
foriunately and mew hat
R:_.'}"_ Giosly been Lthe engineet
Rl was bLrave |1 a bil !
MEslative mancuvering ihat
km{*‘. e depredation o a
aRastill wntil 3 delegation of
bﬁdlﬁ!\w; ould look into the

Biey of preserving this ves
e of steam for a possbile
M allysclian

Hhm
cmmm

o
."’Lalr--u*_ T

tingly pay him no mind at all ! Bank

at Cass Mhuu
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CERTAIN WEST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE
TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STATE’'S BUYING THE RAILROAC

but concentrating quite lecher-|tion. And there a
ously upon a herd of yourg|Bowman, whom I
heifers in a field, who exaspera- | Frank Callendar
observato!

but graze on with the hard-to- | Phillip Newell”

get nonochalance of the gender. |and I shake hat
The first man 1 meet at|SCriber whom

Bill Sperry’s El Poco, the ap- |much about 1

'pointed place -in Marlinton, is lmet.

Mr. Koontz himself who 1is| Strangely en

standing in front of the place |about Rev. N

and wondering why it isn’t|ian pastor at (
open. He tells me where Sena- |1 went to New
tor Carl Gainer is in the motel. |tc check the

[ go there and after a while |poverty and d
Senator Arch Reed comes in|people follow
and we all go to breakfast, the |down that il
place now bemCT open and bust- | ning Post ga
ling. At one booth are Mr. and | One of the s¢
Mrs. Koontz and at another|told nje  a
Delegate J, C. Cruikshanks. |Rev. Newell
Pauley comes 1In. told abo
. known
cuit Rider 1
e and

—
wel

18

. : -

apDeaRel me
!
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S

lke and Taxes S

1iC 1
And s0
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tax | delightful
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ranger,

Sperry

.nal.

a fellow iren
» - .‘
f Gambill,

and who stops at

1 ]
..|l:t‘l.‘
lawyer
IFT -H'G'

0 who 1
-'L.:t‘f
when
\at part 0
Ir.. him that
fill and Gambill haltingly tells
what ke had been telling Bill,
something about how President
EBlsenhower evades :4‘“5 t:y
renting hia Gettysburg farm 10
Gnr;v' Allen and Clint Murchiy
son or somebody. None of it ht
even interesting,
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exactly right

fmake the run suecessful from
the cradle to the grave'.

The “contemporary' associ-
ation was a real Mountain Rail-
voad. one which [ felt was ap-

pm;.,mn,.f a premature grave
a8 Its work being done in the
woods of Cheat above CaSs in
Pocahontas Countly was done
and it, track and locomolive,
was being suld for scrap, I had

and somewhatl

fortunately, .
miraculously, been the engineer
Bt of

that was brave in
logislative maneuvering that
brought the depredation to a

standstill until a delegation of

legisiators could look into the |

matter of preserving this ves-
tige of steam for a possbile
tourist attraction.

Meet In Marlinton

The day of looking into the
matter was Saturday at Cass
and [ was invited by Legislative
Auditor Clarence H. Koontz to
be at the point of assemble
&t Marlinton at nine o'clock.

'ﬁla_htt Richwood early so that I
conld drive slowly over Kenni-

son mountain and absorb the

imn beauty for which this
ve 15 famou There are
drive ' ¢ Deautiful in the
world ippose. but I have

pever seen them. The day was

weather and

45 [0
lemperature. At 755 1 started
gown the Pocahontas side of

Kennison and stopped here and
ihere just to look at

it all
morning vapor was rising

_ Ihe prone theatre wings
N Ibe hills and the sun was

ihrough strong enough,

"f*:_- 4
i |

. of maybe the cry:
— E e erystals

0 w. o turn ‘Ml

W LlieCK LIe

I go there and after a while poverty and ¢
| Senator Arch Reed comes in|people follow
land we all go to breakfast, the |down that t
I place now being open and bust- | ning Post g
[ling. At one booth are Mr. and | One of the s

'Mrs. Koontz and at another|told mie 2
is Delegate J, C. Cruikshanks. | Rev. Newel
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me ah
| known as t

Ike and Taxes | euit Rider

|there and
And so we
dren. I hay
| delightful
And the
at the sta
instance.
Touse” of
| from Po
“half m:
describes
Hillsboro
“My Man
left his
legs, in
story th
time or
suffice t
officer a
in Germ
for an att
through !
legs ofi
\.\‘;‘E. the
cause tI
plans, g
nection
driver &
into a |
the bas
indet

ill Sperry introduces me to
a stranger, a fellow by the
name of Gambill, who i1s a tax
lawyer, and who stops at Bill's
place when passing through
that part of West Virginia.
“Tell him that story”, says
Bill and Gambill haltingly tells
what he had been telling Bill,
something about how President
Eisenhower evades taxes by
renting his Gettysburg farm to
George Allen and Clint Murchi-\
son or somebody. None of it is
clear to me, or even interesting,
‘but the fellow gets to talking
about how big shots play up to
the President and he starts
talking about this fellow who
gets invited to the White House
and how he works the deals
that keeps him on the invite
list. One involved a book, and
is a story, I think, worthy of
prints.

the
At a dinner Eisenhower spoke
of a poem that he hadn't read
in years, but would give a farm
—or maybe a golf course —
in Georgia for if anybody could
locate it. He said the poem was |

e
[

about a boy on the farm, who | \
hated it, and then grew up to|
‘become a wealthy man, but| And

now J;etmmed desperately 10 tv.man,
get back to the simple ways (s
again. "The President e




:fht::i-";::k:‘"‘:ns‘?{l:‘tf“ q’:“ri‘; -‘a’;'l' locate it. He said the poem was |
BRER storing vapor was rialg 10044 5 bo7 o, the farm. Ao} SR
from the prone theatre wings.h“chmp' buin ool pb A
of the hills and the sun was | h‘ 2 td dy t'l ‘t" And 1 n
coming through strong enough, nuwb "kwim eth esfperla ely 10 |tyv-man, a1
and early enough, to turn the get dack lo the sclgpe ways | (spelling, 1
dew or maybe the crystals again, “The President could |yersity of '
. . quote but two lines from the |raiifan. 1

g 5

x frost, into a sequin :

ptmed type of thing tzhnt poem. That's all he knew. who is rur
led on the bright and| This fellow who was trying to | Attorney,

reds and oranges and |Make Eisenhower didn’t say a |subscriber.

ows of the leaves, not to word. Soon as the dinner was |Frazier of
speak of the undertones of |OVer, he got.to a phone and| mp, 4ra
brown limbs and green of still ;-""a”edY cal:lmﬁ book §tto(;-es ﬁn the moun
green leaves, and created with- New York, He  recie the legislators
quotation to each of them and wioh ' to B

in me the image of bespangled b .
opsy girls dancing in an au,!c;ffered a ridiculous price to| e 4 4

rora of Kl lights. What a|the man who could find it 1
. e . first. One was found after a;can be &
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wonderful wonderland this all | : |crass t
& Ihis drive in the autumn Sshort time e_md the man char-‘for a ;gg
over Kennison tered a private plane to fly or persont
: the book to Washington and | -° = o
The besuty of it parades and | within a short time after the 1 :
extends on down the countour |dinner was able to say to the | . o & fo
of the hill and hills to the | president, “Oh, by the way, I g? Slp:r;-::

E"":;' below, where the | just happen to have with me |
Basnt come so early, and |the book that has that poem in| From th

"-l'! green C‘mgs for a fewn that you wanted .. .” i3 S‘k}'\’-'art
more precious minutes before lwe are |
Cdonning the fatal costume, | Last Train from Cass {mill that |

L which, although colorful and ! ‘and we P
Ry, ' il the danse macabre; There's no sense in taking {road ski
W mature. the last fling before |all the cars, so we double up yanked i
M Baroness Winter holds all land it isn't long until we are hills beye
rall. | have become potetic, at Cass. There is a crowd about ' doubt godl
Feality jJerks me back. 1 the old steam locomotive which [no greate:
down hard upon the 'is belching out smpke in then that
and swerve dangerousl ur'm’ salutation. I see fami | Frankensts
| lar faces in the crowd and new 'think fo !
ones too. There is, first as al mill could
vs when a steam cﬁ 5 of a now d
ey A—”Mj -. = e 7 ! A
ol Bt f*&*, e et
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EBELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND,

» AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND

s others Dick  We see loads of steel along
know and Dr the track and [ am jolted into
of the Green the thoughts of how this train
§f “Meet Dr. and its track will be like cer-
omebody says tain of the natives of Guam
& with 2 sudb whom the Japanese slew. They,
Bave heard the Japs, made each man dig

i had mnever his grave and get down on his
knees at the edge of it, so that

‘when the big knife came down

gh I Jearned he could be kicked in after
wbank when his severed head. It's like this
ek that time for the kind old_ steam loco-
City for its Motive we are riding. It will
wed areas of Pull up its track and haul it to
the bottom of the hill and

::m“‘ }:ﬁ when the job is done it too
est Vieginia will go for scrap. Unless, of
orkers there COUrse. the State orders a
Greenbank's 513 of execution.

others had

L how he Train With Smoke
bty Cu-

war Mo was We pass a road and the
bs Jagpusy Whistle tools a warning. A car

B amd chil Mops and disgorges its passen-
et 2 sore SOTS because a train with smoke
¥ something to see. A little

gzl waves and 1 remind my-
e !w soif 1o read some of good old
Eager :: Tom Wolfe and | promise.my-

self | will Upward we go and
hear

MEMORIES OF STEAM.

ferent shades of blue in each
receding peak. 7 5

I talk with Tom Edgar’s wife,

a charming and devoted wife. [

ask her how he will negotiate

the problems of the legislature

if he is elected. She tells me

that there have been many

problems but all have been

solved and taken care of, and
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a
learned and well-read woman
and her knowledge of things
in general is rather tremen-
dous and her interest in pro-
moting tourism for West Vir-
ginia in general and her own
Pocahontas -in particular is al-
most a passion with her. And
Peral Buck is indeed a pas-
sion.

Her father-in-law, Tom's fa-
ther, of course, owns the old
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes
often to visit the place and
in this way has become some-
thing of a member of the
Edgar family and they love
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does.
“She is the most gracious
woman 1 ever knew”, she told

J

me. “"She is kind and consider-
all pretence.




e West e:';‘r'g:‘:::’ L eourse, the State
2: "'G‘“" nbank's " stay of execution.
And others had|
him. how he Is
Hotrodding Cire |
Jaguar He was
pas his Jaguar
{ wife and chil-

er mel a more

orders a

Train With Smoke

We pass a road and the
whistle toots a warning. A car
stops and disgorges its passen-
gors because a train with smoke

i« something to see. A little

a girl waves and I remind my-
e athers there of to read some of good old
om Edgar. for Tom Wolfe and I promise.my-
| punning for i 1 will. Upward we go and
or (Democrat) o gets colder and 1  hear
L HMe s the Cruickshanks say that ‘“‘Poor
Pearl Buck 14 Comstock is going to freeze
er on s death” and I look about me

) inund see that all the rest have

® Tom Edgar yntelligently anticipated this
B, Mis tWO uing of weather and are dress-
. There's 2 .4 in fitting garb. And. Dick
baven powman has evidently antici-
w. Let B oated my dumbness and has
® Was an hrought along an extra parka-
~ehureh 'jve thing which he gives me

= and which mm?iel like a
“‘h bad It 0 r,mod.m .
e John Killoran comes up to
mmpieted his ™e and 1 say, “Fill me in,
lews &8 com. John” and John fills me in
sl culled 3 (#nd good. “This is one of the
panld leaded S10ep railroads. Railroad grades
ey are told in percentages. A rise
inch per hundred feet
percent, for instance.
Line roads are

het

B

B

]
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mogt a passion with her. And A
Peral Buck is indeed a pas- . 1
sion. b

Her father<in-law, Tom’s fa-
ther, of course, owns the old
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home -
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes

often to visit the place and

in this way has become some-

thing of a member of the
Edgar family and they love
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does.
“She is the most gracious
woman I ever knew’, she told
me. “She is kind and consider-
ate, and devoid of all pretence.
You would think she would b
have the right to ‘put on’ just
a little, but she doesn’t. And 231
she has mo use for people =
who pretend to be something L
that they aren’t”. w2

Character of Pearl Buck ~

I had heard that Tom took
offense at Pearl -iﬂmk*’" - Te-

ferring to him as “half man”

in her book. “Nothing to it-at
| all. Tom knows what she meant.
|He knows what happened to
(him. He isn't a baby. As 2
' matter of fact he is all man.
'He understands more than peo-
ple think and he bears no
grudges. I think he is pretly
great”,

And I think she is pretty




srpent. Some few TIOaus, VWS YYY 1iavs
et Main Liners, are five or 8iX |and . antumnal faMacoe
sercent. Bul pnever more, This | that t:‘;:‘:{fhlﬂi\:tﬂi;'g{l;(}hrf;);:éz
se is nine percent Just think | needle point work at times, and
W that, nine percent . colorful and downy goss’amer
{ don't motice the climb up at others, depending upon how
w0 it is gradual. ] the sun shines or how the
that the autumn shadows fall. We come to a
& to be spen on all | farm where cattle and sheep

and back behind us is o |graze and I am told That there
| backdrop of hills. is a cave near here, 2 cave
switch-back, with a subterranean waterfall
higher than the mighty Nia-

the whole thing, as You will | gara. “Will we seé it?” 1 ask

if you have read the [and am told that it will have
past w0 papers. rushes up to|to wait another time. We turn
wil me something. a bend on the level, make 2
curve on the slant, then Read ¢

ground. Another stop :

Switch Backs for higher
and a start and the second of °

'
{ “There s only one other |the two switch-backs has been
gwtich back 10 she United |met and taken. It is colder and
Suates. This has 1o switch 10 [the air is stronger, like a wine,
3“ the Rill". What he means ‘zmd [ wish there were mor®
"'“Wﬂtﬂ. The en- | along 10 drink it all in with
Fn-lmd and stops, the I|me. and share it and to toss
4 switched, and now it |the dregs of contentment back
instead of pushing.|to grov and multiply for
fhis fent so good at all | others. I now sece what it woul
wind is against us mean, this railroad, to hundreds
mun

__and not |of people who have never gon€
West V_irgim:l
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TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE-BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST
E'S BUYING THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE |

lecher- |tion. And there are others. Dick We see loads of steel
| , young | Bowman, whom I know and Dr. the track and I am joltec
field. who éxaspera- Frank Callendar of the Green the thoughts of how this
M no mind at all Bank observalory. “Meet Dr. and its track will be lik
B with the hardto- Phillip Newell”, somebody says tain of the natives of
the gender ‘and | shake hands with a sub- whom the Japanese slew.
g gt | %criber whom 1 have heard the Japs, made each m:

£l Poco, the ap- much about but had never his grave and get down
in g  met. knees at the edge of it, s

Bimsel! who is | Strangely enough I learned | When the big knife came
fromt of the place labout Rev. Newell, Presbyter- he could be kicked in
g

why # bn't jan pastor at Greenbank, when DS severed head. It's Ll
'] went to New York that time for the kind old stean

to check the Big City for its mu.t!i\'e we are riding.
poverty and depressed areas of PUll up its track and ha
the bottom of the h

le following the dressing- o
5::‘:1 that the Saturday Eve- “°hf“ the job is done
* ‘ning Post gave West Virginia. will go for scrap. Unm
One of the social workers there course, the State o
todd nge about Greenbank's Stay of execution.
Rev. Newell. And others had
told me about him, how he is Train With Smeo
known as the Hotrodding Cir- : |
¢ull Rider in a Jaguar. He was We ]:::us. : Md, |
there and so was his Jaguar. | Whistie tools a warnin
And so were his wife and chil. Sops and d“gﬁw i
dren. | have pever met a more  KOrS because 2 train wi

delignt i something 0 e
ful family girl waves and 1 rem

And there were others there i 1o read some of
M the station Tom Edgar, for Tom Wolle and | pro
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_ g cuit H;dt:r in a Jaguar. He was | ¢
L R, there and so was his Jaguar. whistle toots a wm
stops and disgorge

perey istroduces me 10 And so were his wife and chil- |
s fellow by the dren [ have never met a more gers because a trail
is something to

i‘;immu’ who is an 1!?! delightful family el wwaves 41
1018 a! i.‘ 2 d% 1 d% e ﬂo;- ' g
m'::t:n:g. Sondh |  And there WeT others there |self to read some
West Virgini st the station. Tom Edgar, for | Tom Wolfe and 1
of wew TS & ':‘ instance. Tom Is running for | gelf 1 will. Upwa
ey d'niry ] ::il; House of Delegates (Democral)ij gets colder
m”tlt?“ iy, | from Pocahontas. He s the Cruickshanks sa
elling « |“half man" that Pearl Buck . '
ident old Comstock is |
Pres | doscribes In her chapter ON |15 death” and 1
Hillsboro (her birthplace) in and see that all
“My Many Worlds". Tom Edgar lintelligently ar
joft his “other balf”, his WO yind of weather
in Europe. There’s 2.4 jn fitting g
story there, which I haven | Bowman has e
yme or room for now. Let il pated my duml
suffice to say that he was an phrought along 2
who | Officer and he sat in a church ke thing whicl
he-zm g:aﬂngbplm and which shro
'omm the roof and took his ot o3 7007

lean 2

% there's 2 lory |\ ;
cause the officer completed his
plans, gave some orders in con-
nection with them, and called 3 | ©
‘driver and had himself loaded
linto a jeep and laken away to

‘the base hospital. Tom Edgar
s indeed & man.
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g i rauee the officer completed his me and | say.
plane, gave some arders In con- “John” and Jobh
and called a  2nd good. “This

Egmbmwf gpok e
gt be hadn 't read
would give 2 farm

Arew

say a

pection wilh them
deiver and had himeel! loaded

into & jeep and taken away 1o

steep raillroads.
5, are ..I"pld 1n ppr(

she base hospital. Tom Edgar of one inch P
it $ﬂd90d a man IS one percen
Now most Mait

from one i
Wonderful People oy .
And 1 met Dave Bond. the nOt Main Liner
Fellure percent But 1

swwanan, and  Larry

| spelling, ugh!) who is a Uni-
|versity of Virginia student and
railfan. 1 met Robert Jacobson,
who is running for Prosecuting
Attorney, and who became a

. And
{ WVU.
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1 met Dr. Carl/

one 15 nine p‘
of that, nine |

1 don't noth
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PAGE FOUKRTEEN

'[_:hickened Out i

# sends along this
will find enclosed a
 Bison, S, D. telling
d. Thought perhaps
per. This man left
h many of the old

(From Page 10)
'This red is the berries of moun-
‘tain ash and Dick brings it |
aboard and the women

t

|Stays red in the winter and the
Hherries don't drop. Dick is the
' life of the party now.

' I move from place to place
lon the train and I meet more
' people. Meet Walter Good, 1
| he visited recently 3M told. Walter Good has run a
jome state. West Vir- | locomotive on this railroad for
pes with his brother 32 years. “I retired last year”,
to give financial aid | he said. And I am told to meet
d The two men have Sam Silverstein. I had heard
¢ 3 half million dol- | of him. He had bought the road
be Clarkson Medical for scrap. I expected an old
&t Belle Fourche. the  man with beard. But he’ is
Mg of the Dorsett | Young and agreeable looking.

the Aged at Spear-
e Peoples” Home at

Ghost Town of Spruce

. e Beanet:Clark- | pobert -Jacobson points and |
® s Rapid City, a0k me if I see. What I am to
Fund 1o South Da- coe was once the town of |
Wlege at Brookings. Spruce. a town with 1500 souls, |
B2 Teachers Col- | p, logged and made paper |
METHS. In apprecia- go. West Virginia Pulp, and |
B Emierest in educa who repaired the cars and |
MRS coRLnbutions, .noines of Western Maryland. |
Hemesutoes “In the winter of '18 the tem-|

What is there® Nothing, I am
told. Nothing, but a building
'or two. Another ghost in the
hills.

We reach the top of the hill
stop. A coal car and some
box cars are near. There
-MIM one of
» Pl follow my
s _‘.:“_.-‘.-?-.;‘.
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To Buy Or Not To Buy a Railroad

|and arrived at a feast for the
]gods e I

squeal land gravy and coffee, which is
for some to take home as it served in enormous tin cups.
|It is food that calls for the | whether or not the
purest of devotion and 1 give would be recommended
all T've got. And my dinner chase by the state.

'companions aren't slouches ei-

ther at putting the stuff away. a

perature at Spruce was 45 be- Knob, highest ground in the
low™. | ask about Spruce now. |

¢l i

OCTOBER 29,

Pocahontas was to hav
delegation in ijts midst.
Pauley told how glad the
to be there and said t
the following Sunday (
130) the group would
| Charleston for a deci

and me. They have a
rick too with mashed potatoes

The ride back to El
bout what a doctor ¢

would prescribe. Al
Top of Old Baldy lin a field we saw t

Outside there 1Is talk of thisl‘laka‘f’le ‘White bobb
and that until the return of |deer's tail. Carl Gain
those who went to Bald' Knob, Dis Cadillac and hid
I meet Mr. and Mrs. Ted Riffe, | fascinated as this wi
and W. E. Blackhurst, author |took the pasture
of “Riders of the Flood”, the stick strides, going
book about thiﬁc very If)la-ce, and | .14 round about, j
his wife. I talk to the various
legislators about the possiblelhad been toldhlo
purchase. Senator Reed thinks |g00d show for_t en
the idea is good and Herb|He too, 1 think,
Schupbach is carried away with | purchase of that
it all. Bowman was sold, I it could divert a
think, before the {trip was 'tion from him.
thought of. Harry Pauley saidl
he felt that the state sheuld1

own it right to the top of Bald |
Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, i'
ic only a few feet under Spruce ||

3
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state. I don't remember what
each one said, but I think

every member of the investi-;:
saw immense

gating group ¢ .
possibiliteis for the railroad as An
a tourist attraction. I

End of the Line 1 1ce CIl.
_The trip back to Cass was, 3

N . R |

4 Litle talk about how gﬂl
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the Dorsell
the Aged at Spear-
)id Peoples’ Home at |
the Bennett-Clark-
ial in Rapid City, a

gt Belle Fourche,
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¥,

Fund te South Da-
Doliege at Brookings, |
Hills Teachers Col-
parfish. In apprecia-
& jnterest in educa:
serous contridbutions,
Humanities degree
sed upon Herbert

few years ago, at a

ge commencement. I

honors have come
recent years, but
the heart-

countless

-

sted, watching the
B of the fand and
e move about

he said, And 1 am told Lo meet
Sam Silverstein. I had heard
of him, He had bought the road
for scrap. I expected an old
man with beard. But he s
young and agreeable looking.

| Ghost Town of Spruce

, Robert ‘Jacobson points and
|asks me if 1 see. What I am to
ucec was once the town of
Spruce, a town with 1500 souls,

lwho logged and made paper
for West Virginia Pulp, and
who repaired the cars and

engines of Western Maryland.
“In the winter of '18 the tem-
I perature at Spruce was 45 be- |
Flow" I ask about Spruce now,

told. Nothing, but a building |€
or two. Another ghost in the

| hills.

We reach the top of the hill
and stop. A coal car and some
old box cars are near. There
is the smell of food from one of
the box cars, and I follow my
nose. Inside are pans of chick-
en, kettles of bake beans, pans
of hot rolls. There is talk of
going to Bald Knob, which is
near, and looking down upon
the Pocahontas world of Green-

: u and beyond, but a colored

“tells me it is time to eat

and I turn down this trip to

my mdevotimtothe

efforts of Mr. Silver-
stein’s cooks. I sit down with
Tom Edgar and his wife, and |

Arch Reed and Carl Gainer and
Bob Jacobson and Rev. Newell.
 Whoever the cook is, he knows
‘bow to take a dead chicken |

those who went to Bald Knoeb, | S GCadiliac and
I meet Mr, and Mrs. Ted Riffe, | fascinated as this wi
and W. E. Blackhurst, author |took the pastu

of “Riders of the Flood"”, the | ¢tick strid st
book about this very place and Tes, gong
his wife. 1 talk to the various| "o round about, §
legislators about the possible ;had been told to
purchase. Senator Reed thinks |£00d show for them
the idea is good and Herb|He too, 1 think,
Schupbach is carried away with | purchase of that
it all. Bowman was sold, I jt could divert
think, before the trip was|,. bl >
thought of. Harry Pauley said |tion. fromt hind.
he felt that the state shtmldt
own it right to the top of Bald | {

What is there? Nothing, I am |

Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, |

H1f~* only a few feet under Spruce |

' Knob, highest ground in the

tstate. I don’t remember what\
each one said, but I think{
every member of the mvestl--
gating group saw 1mmense s
possibiliteis for the railroad as |
a tourist attraction.
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End of the Line ‘,

The trip back to Cass was
uneventful. The legislators got
their heads together in the
closed car with the cheerfully
burning stove, and decided to
accept Dr. Callendar’s invita-
tion to come to the club room
at the observatory for a little |
confab over san L

That club room is as snazzy &
as all get out. Ted Riffe made
a little 1111\ about how U‘nd

betimes yearn 0 share the
'mountain man's blissful soli-
tude, close to nature?
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OCTOBER 29, 1960

Pocahontas was to have this
delegation in its midst. Harry
Pauley told how glad they were
to be there and said that on
the following Sunday (October
30) the group would meet In
Charleston for a decision on
whether or not the railroad
would be recommended for pur-
chase by the state.

The ride back to El Poco was
about what a doctor of tourism
would prescribe. Ahead of us
in a field we saw the unmis-
sakable white bobbing of a
deer’s tail. Carl Gainer stopped
his Cadillac and we watched

fsscinated as this wild creature

tsnk the pasture in his pogo-
atiek sirides, going in and out,

snd round about, just as if he
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2 rperart of Eas? Cnss - once @ wild and wooly ‘log-

es' entwrtanment Jone — remained until the 1885
Seoc This 1975 wew of the business district was laken
Sy the west sng of the bridge looking fowards the
rpns’ SC-Jegee CUTVE

The Alpha Hotel, shown ‘long after-the-fact’ in 1968,
was one of many establishments thal catered fo an
often rough and reckiess woodhick clientele whose
sole e in town was to ‘blow her in.’ Originally the
Cantral Hotel and last known as 'Belle’s Place’ — this
structure — faced the bridge at the 90-degree turn.

Now in its seventh year, the Town Walk's popularity
confinues o . This season’s guide, Phil Bogdon,
was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 1965 on
his second visit fo the CSRR; his grasp of the ‘true his-
fory” is insightful ond entertaining. The 1996 tour is
based on personal research, without reference to
previous fown walk preseniations.

of Policy Reg The Equal Opportunit
To Use Facilities and pate in Programs <
Mis the of the Wes! Virginia Divislon of Notural Resources
o provide its occommodations, services and programs
1 oll persons withou! regord 1o sex, roce, color, oge, religion,
fnaticnal origin, or disabiiity Proper licenses, registralion and
complance with official rules and regulations are the only
saurces of restrictions for ladlity use of program porficipalion
The West Vieginia Division of Notural Resources |5 an
equal opportunly employer *

Above: Main Street 1974; walkways gone, fences going.
Below: Back Rows In 1968 with boardwalks still intact.

L T ges

When the mill closed in 1960, the fown property -
as well as the plant itself - fell info the hands of an
off-shoot organization, Don Mower Lumber Co.,
which continued to rent company houses until
1977. It has taken years to reach the current level of

renovation . . . and certainly, much work still
remains. The first five houses to be rented as cab-
ins were opened in 1984; sidewalks and fences
were rebuilt during 1986-87.

All photos excep! front cover by Philip Bagdon

References

A large 1917 Cirkut photograph, found in the rear of the
Cass Country Store, is the best on-site visual refer-
ence. Further study of Cass, and lumber mill towns in
general, is available via the following publications (han-
dled in stores adjacent to the depot):
On Beyond Leatherbark: The Cass Saga,
Roy B. Clarkson, McClain Publishing Co.,
Parsons; 2nd printing, 1994
Cass: A Brisf History And Guide To A Lumber
Company Town; George Delke, Cass; 1989
Tumuit On The Mountains: Lumbering in West
Virginia, 1770-1920; Roy B. Clarkson, McClain
Publishing Co., Parsons; 9th printing, 1892
Sawdust In Yours Eyes; W.E. Blackhurst (a novel),
McClain Publishing Co., Parsons; 5th printing, 1993

The town in its prime
massive pulpwood and lumbering operation

In 1981, 96 struclures here were placed on the
National Register of Historical Places. For 58 years,
ending in 1960, Cass was a company fown whose
residents woke to a steam whislle. The sound of
saws and fragrance of freshly-cu! sow logs were
almos! ever-present aspects of life to the lown's
population (which during the peok years of lum-
bering, 1908-1920, was almaost 1,800)

The Cass saga began in April 1899 when John G
Luke, a principal of The West Virginia Pulp & Paper
Co., bought 136 acres of bottom land from local
farmer Jacob Gum. Two yeors later, this propery
was conveyed fo a starl-up veniure — The Wesl
Virginia Spruce Lumber Co. ~ for the site of its mill,
fown and operafing bose. Nine years hence,
WVSLbrCo was absorbed by ‘Pulp & Paper’ In
1942, the Charleston-based Mower Lumber Co.
acquired the fown as part of a lock. stock and bar-
rel deal for the mill, rallroad and land holdings

Originally known as Leatherbark ford, during the
period {ust prior fo the coming of timbering there
were three small farms located where Cass and
East Cass [first called Brooklyn) would arise. The
fown's name was given somefime during or before
May 1900 in honor of a Pennsylvanian, Joseph K.
Cass, who sold his poper mill fo the Luke organi-
zation in 1899. Cass (1868-1938] went on lo serve
for many years as vice-president of WVPEPCo

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass, West Virginia
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Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

gxplore an old lumber mill town bullt between 1901 and 1908

gooog - -

Sprce Stree!

Note: Landmark numbers
correspond fo the order of
the Town Walk presentation.
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CSRR’s parking lot was

formerly — for 58 years -
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Town Walk Highlights
1. Pocahontas Supply Company
2. 5.B. Nethkin Co, Meat Market
(now Post Office)

3. Original company office building site
4. Cass Hotel / Mountain Inn / Town Shoo
5. Front Row (no street until 1925-28)
6. First church (now Community Carter)
7. Masonic Building
8. Latter-era company garage

9. City Council Chamber & Mayor's Office
(top floor); overnight lockup (basemant)
10. Lower Alley (missing many structures)
11. The Pen (‘milking cow jail’)

12. Company garage site
13. 'Uptown Cass' — Luke Street to south
end of Company Property (just right of #15
on map); ‘labor force’ family residences

14, Site of first schoolhouse (1901-1908)

15, Odd Fellow’s Lodge Hall and '5&10'
Kanes Grocery Store / now storags

16. Emory Street: Named for Emory P.
Shafter, the Big Boss 1900-1933

17. Methodist Episcopal South Church (1927)
18. Spruce Street — The ‘Back Rows'

the lumber yard (docks)
for the Cass mill; three
siding tracks ran from
the C&0 mainline into
this vast air-drying and
loading facility, where
boards were stacked

19. Site of second schoolhouse (1908-1915)
20. General Manager's residence, 1933-1960 °
21. Ascent of Big Bug Hill
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah's office, 1913-1943
23. Doctor's home, 1902-1943

— 10 ~cf
- 10 1EBEEEO)(CO
N ] Fron! Street
M ol
A S b
",::;' mm“o"@"ﬁa&mm;s!% 2
The

rﬁ e i = up fo 45 feet high. 24. Pocahontas Hospital / first E.P. Shaffer

o AT @) residence / Boarding House

st of 25, Luke HOLISIB !bﬁecand{E.R Sh%i:)?r

Shop The ‘Big Store’ spe residence / ‘Clubhouse' (1933-19

Big plis ity shops, Stats Park Lodging 26. Horse barn stone foundation

A ‘Museum Row’ and more . .. There are currently 13 houses — 12 in Uptown and one in the old 27. ‘Aerial walkway' inexact replica

A. Former Company Store Complex company's management section — rented as park cottages for 28. Site of S.B. Nethkin & Co. ice plant
Cass County Store (S Park Gi overnight and extended stays. (Numbered boxes) : s i
Ciass (Stale Park Gift Shap), 29. Company hay and grain barn (1919)
Works The Last Aun Restaurant, Pocahontas County Unrestored Dwellings 30. Company Store retail coal bins
ad Tourism Commission Info Stand, Cass Wildlife Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 31. Retail coal scale shed

Museum, Cass Historical Museum
8. Cass Showcase
C. Country Craft Junction
D. Lefty’s Barber Shop
E. Something Special, Lid.
F. Bear Essenlials Tea & Spice Shoppe

G, Westvaco Forestry House Exhibit

H. Shay Inn Bed & Breakias!

scattered about town and were in the worst shape when the State
commenced renovation of the town. Rotted porches have been
removed and roofs stabilized. (Clear boxes)
Private Residences, Misc.

There are 11 houses occupied by state park employees and a few
old-time residents. (Dark-shaded boxes) Additionally, there is &
house used by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol-
unteers of Mountain State Railroading & Logging Association, and
one privately-owned. (Light-shaded boxes)

|. East Cass logger's entertalnment zons'
(a.k.a. Brooklyn, Hell's Acre)
II. ‘Big School House' (built 1915-16)
|11, Slab Town company section — dwellings for
subsidiary’s extract plant, 1914-1925
IV. Bohunk Hill — once an enclave of ltalian,
Hungarian and Russian families; of about
17 privately-owned houses, one survives

used for the 1920 mill boiler house as well os
/ge0in storage lacly 110d0y’s Cass Showcase)

rules g -':"- are the only sources :
for facility use or mnmnoﬂldgﬂ'bﬂ-
The Wes! Virginia on of Natural Resources
is an equal opportunity employer.




Ascwvw The second Cass shop in 1965 at age 42
Seloe- Fave days after the May 23,1972 lire

Photo by Philip Bagdon

08 The first shop, built in 1901, wos single-track and capa-
WEOE e of servicing two locomotives simultaneously. It was
A mog reploced In eorly 1923 by a significantly larger grouping
) gl;’m!edm struciures. TofCSRR-erc railfans, overhead
Chgg ’ machinery and four decades of clutfer made
Works! Shop No. 2 akin to o beloved old friend.

The major foctor in replacing the 1901 shop was Wes!
Pulp & Poper Co's ordering of No. 12, o monster
Shoy (154 tons os built by Lima Locomotive
Apparently clearance prohibited access; it was
to fit inside.
blaze which leveled mepbb;:md s?w hte:nd plurt!:ng
W‘fﬂdﬂy&d(ﬂm on of the new shop
foundry/pattern house complex. By the time work
resumed, the first of numerous tower skidders had
acquired, thus, os completed, the north boy's
sported a pair of 25-foot doors to accommo-
steam-powered high-lead logging devices.
“S0-yeor shop’ wos built of the some surplus World
War | corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade,
- used for the 1920 mill boller house as well as
the hay/grain storage facilty llodoy'’s Cass Showcase),
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Late, great shop (1923-72)

Ruins of the big Cass Mill

Brick fire wall remaing

This 1971 view shows the south end of the huge mill
complex with C&O tracks in left foraground. The floor-
ing storage building's surviving brick fire wall is visible
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks.
First of the complex to go was the end of the planing
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974,

Both photos by Philip Bagdon
Shown above is the 'short side’ of the double bandsaw
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran
back and forth on its ‘shotgun feed' (left foreground)
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build-
ings went up in smoke.

Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park's Seasonal Historian
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com-

lex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewhat
in harror, he Is thankful not have 'bought the farm' by
falling through a soft, rotted floor.

Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs
"It Is the policy of the West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources fo provide Its facilities, cccommodations,

services and programs o all persons without regard to
sex, roce, color, age. religion, national erigin, or ililr
Proper licenses, registrofion and compliance with officia
rules and regléluailons are the only sources of restrictions
for ity use or program participofion
The West Virginia Division of Nalural Resources
Is an equal opportunity employer,”
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Cass Shop & More

Top Of The Morning Tour
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.M.

Locomotive repair ond maintenonce require-
ments of a steam railroad call for not only o
well-equipped facility but also an experienced
shop staff. The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed
with both. Throughout the year there is activity
here: during the ‘off season,’ rood crew per-
sonnel - conductors, engineers and firemen -
join the reqular shop employees to comprise o
14-man work force.

With former Western Maryland No. 6 [the lost

Shay built and second largest out-shopped by
Lima Locomotive Works), finally out after aver
30 months of heavy repair, work has jus! stari-
ed on a replacement flue sheet for the oldest
Cass Shay, No. 5 (built in 1905), Upcoming pro-
jects include a new boller for Heisler No. 6; and
‘from ground up’ renovation of Climax No. 9.

Today's shop was placed info service during
1976, four years after fire destroyed the 1923
complex. The adjacent car shop was erected
in 1973 to meet the interim repair needs.

There’s more fo the Top Of The Morning Tour
and Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PM. than
ust an interpretation of the shop: the saga of
ocomolive repair is part of a walking four
which includes a look at the mill ruins and an
array of motive power on the yard’s dead line.

Please refer to This Week At Cass - avallable
in brochure form at the depot ficke! office - for
the park’s schedule. All supplementary pro-
grams are offered free of charge.

Cass Scenic Rallroad State Park
Cass, West Virginia
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On Beyond ._rmm_rawcqu.__ The Qmm_m Saga;
_DM< w.w_. Clarkson, McClain Publishing Co.,
Parsons; 2nd printing, 1994
- A Brief History And Guide To A Lumber
Omwﬂ.ﬂmzm Town; .W.moao Deike, O.mwm". 1989
Tumuit On The Mountaing; Lumbering 0 !
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zation In 1899, Cass (1868-1938) wanl on lo nﬂ?ﬁ
for many years as vice-president of WWPEPCo

_Cass Scenic Rallroad State Park
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Whittaker Camp No. | Where History Comes Alive!

This Week At Cass *
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Dinner at a ‘portable’ Mower Lumber Company camp

Phil Bagdon Collection, WVU Library

Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill
fo Jonuary’s flood, a memorable ride awaits you on the

toy CSRR - fo Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker |-log-
;u % o, Cump No. 1_ display. Rail equipmept_und s[ruclures repre- yuline
“ <o e ong 1he Zmiia Gop. g iapreeJour ko
e % T ; : e 20- L p ur
| . ;‘f! ::_"f::" srsndess Ei;;s'g:;;:ﬂ: SPph?l?p is offered of camp cars and shanties, diesel loader, four- _"_NES‘
A Bagdon, was bitten oy the Cass history bug back in wheel log frain caboose and porfable high-spar steom sible.
oml VL o s mecred st 10 the CSRR and has been skidder. Whitfaker Camp No. 1 is an on-going project | five
decghwrng myth from reaity ever since; his grasp which has involved thousands of volunteer hours by the ssen-
o of the ‘Wrus history’ = both insightful and entertain- members of Mountain State Railroad & Logging Hisforical de-
Staty ing. The tour is based on personal research, with- Association, a non-profit organization based in Cass. n
1 out reference Yo previous town walk presentations., o
0 ques
ey
o Ststement of Policy the E Opportunit Diesel log loader at
roh To Use Faclies and Participate In Pro?"?:m. 7 work near Anjean,
L] s the policy of the West Virginic Division of Nalural Greenbrier County, =
ang Resources W provice B inclities, gccommondations, services la 19;53 1oFr‘_tha | I‘k
ana grogeams o o perwns withesd tegord 10 sex, rote, aacow: Fivar K
™ k. o, e, resonct g, o Gl Proper Lumber Co. Free Supplementary Program
. Weenes ey c with afficict rules Photo by Bernard K ic Rai
nc taguchone o the orby scuces o testrctions fo Courtoey Er: Mundy, Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
= m wse of progrom porticipation from the MSALHA
Vegrie Dadsion of Natueal Besowrces bs an 1993 Calendar

8aual apponiuntly emplayer

September 23-29, 1996
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Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

Get behind the scenes with steam Explore an old lumber mill town

Top Of The Morning Tour

200 - Fri Sal, Sun

Mt 8¢ e Rt fov thes 75-minute, 1-mile walking
s IWinar shoes that you don't mind getting wet
Adhouch the highlight elements of this walk are the
weor shop ond steom locomotives being prepared
ko SEVicR. We begin by faking a look at the lumber
=i_on Integrol part of the bigger picture - once one
4 she ste's most productive double bandsaw and
slaning mil facilties as ‘second boal’ lo the logging
soeraton's primary charge of furnishing pulpwood.
0 the yard ltself - using the ready frack’s in-steam
sower 0s examples — we pause fo discuss Ephraim
Shoy's break-through design for logging locomotives,
Mowing onto the dead line, we look at a Heisler and
a Cimax, then compare these geared designs with
two Shays and a Baldwin rod engine.
Afier peeking inside the car shop, we enter a world of
gearhead delight. No two days are the same in our
main repair facility, where attention has turned fo
nstaling a flue sheet in Shay 5. After watching
some repairs, we inspect the machining bay.

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P M.
1:50 — Saturday

Meet at the depot for this 55-minute, 1-mile walking
four, which is simliar fo the morning program [see
obovel, except we waich the 1:00 frain pass on its
refun o Coss, then pork. The program concludes
with ample time for those riding the 3:00 frain to
board. The four is limited to 20 park visitors, so
please sign up atthe depot ficket office.

|
i
{
|
|
{

Cass Town Walk

11:15 — Saturday
1:15° = Fri, Sun = 2;15* - Sun
5:10" - Friday

Meet on the Cass Counlry
Store steps for a 45-minute,
half-mile swing through the
old company town.

Cass was the headquarters
and focus of one of the largest
lumbering operafions in the
state. Learn about this isolat-
ed indusfrial town’s history, view its prominent struc-
fures, and hear about what life was like here 80+
years ago during the boom period.

+ These fours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro-
gram’s conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly
wait for your guide on the Cass Couniry Store porch.

Log Trains, Woodhicks & More
6:50 — Saturday (Dinner Train at Whittaker Station)

On regular runs, there’s a lot fo be said about the log-
gers’ lifestyle and timbering practices that can’t be
squeezed into the short presentation at the new rail-
logging display at Whittaker Station. To close out the
Dinner Train season — and celebrate the rousing suc-
cess of Whittaker Camp No. 1 (see back panel] - Philip
Bagdon presents an overview of logging railroads,
then turns the program over fo Keith Norman for a
leisurely, full-length inferpretive walk. Before boarding
the train, there will be a questfion and answer period.

Al the time of this ‘company photo’
in 1923, the second freplacement)
lumber mill complex had just been |z
completed ond was runnning two [/

eleven-hour shifts six days o week.

Eaoth pholos on this page from
i South Cheal. The Hislory of
the Lands by George Deike

South end of Uptown: Main Street, 1908

Greenbrier Siding Deadline Stroll
2:50 — Saturday

Meet at the water tower, located up the tracks
from the parking lot, for this 30-minute, 1-mile
walk — a continuation of the Behind-the-scenes
Locomotive Shop Tour, PM. program.

We walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry.
Greenbrier Subdivision for a look at an array of
non-logging rail equipment (including four first-
generation diesel locomotives and a steam wreck
cranel that has sat on the old interchange/station
siding for a decade. Along with some nice river-
bank scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier's
floodstage fury.

There will be no programs on
days the train does not operate

Cass Interpretive Programming ‘

West Virginla State Parks have fraditionall offered
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists. The
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - historic
subjects thal they are - call for a different spin. Philip
Bagdon Is CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Hisforian. A
devotee of Cass history for over 30 years, Phil has con-
ributed his extensive research fo several publications
and archives. In 1976, while interviewing old-limess
associated with the bygone rail-logging era, he resided
in Cass and served as a Irain commentator
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aio by Philip Bagdon
The latest pask program offering is the Top Of The
Merving Tour After visiting the repair shops, visitors
Sawe the opporumly to watch trains being pre-
963, this time of day has been a
tsvorte among raifans. Representative of the
scton Sormer Maadow River Lumber Heisler No. 6
stearms — 3nd smokes — it up back in 1971

nared Soce

Philip Bogdon Callection
Now in its seventh year, the Cass Town Walk's pop-
ulanty continues to grow. This season's guide, Philip
Sagdon, was bitten by the Cass history bug back in
1965 on his second visit to the CSRR and has been

deciphanng myth from reality ever since; his grasp
of the “true history’ is both insightful and entertain-
ma. The tour is based on personal research, with-
oul refarence 1o previous town walk presentations.

Statement of Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunity

To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs
15 the policy of the Wes! Virginio Division of Natural
Fesources o provide il lodiities, accommodations, services
and progroms 2 all persons withou) regord 1o sex, race,
roker, age, teligion, national origin, or disobilily, Proper
emnsas, registration and complionce with official rules
ond regulotions are the only saurces of restriclions for
fadiity use or program participation
Thes Viast Vieginka Division of Natural Resources Is an
equal opporiunity employer *

Whittaker Camp No.1

New at Whittaker Station

George Deike Collection

Above: Winter Cheat Mountain log camp scene, ¢. 1950
Below: Dinner at a Mower Lumber Company camp.

Phil Bagdon Callection, WVU Library

Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill
lo January's flood (resumption of service to Bald Knob is
expected in Oclober), Ihere is still a memorable ride
awaiting you on fhe CSRR - to Whiltaker Station, site of
the new Whittaker Camp No.1 display. Rail equipment and
structures represenling various facets of West Virginia log-
ging can now be inspected during the 20-minute stop. An
interpreter leads tours Monday through Friday of the
camp cars and shanties, diesel loader, 4-wheel caboose
and steam-powered Lidgerwood tower skidder. Whittaker
Camp No.1 is an on-going project which has involved
thousands of volunteer hours by members of the
Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical Association,
a non-profit organization based in Coss.

Diesel log loader at
work near Anjean,
Greenbrnier County,
in 1955 for the
Meadow Hiver
Lumber Co.

Fhoto by Bernard Kern
Courtesy Eric Mundy,
from the MSRLHA
1993 Calendar

Cass: Where History Comes Alivel

This Week At Cass
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Free Supplementary Programs
of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

July 29 — August 4, 1996
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Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

Get behind the scenes with steam Explore an old lumber mill town

Top Of The Morning Tour Cass Town Walk
U 200 dady excat Tves, Wed 1:10*~ Sun, Fri, Sat
. 3:10" — Saturday
> J o8 2 v ths TO-manuste, I-rrule I\.'l!'»‘\h‘l'g,lI A |
. "‘:"" -:t\:. e tnat you don't mind getting wet 5:05 — Sun, Mon, Thurs, Fri

% W XY TN e
Leam obout the Cass lumber mill, once one of the
shie s mast producive double bandsaw and planing
-l fociines os ‘second boot” o the logging opero-
won's permory charge of fumishing spruce pulpwood
wiening % the yord, we waich Shays being pre-
somed ond discuss thelr fascinating design. Moving
an o the dead ine, we look at a Heisler and Climax
womotive. then compare these geared engines
with hwo Shoys and o rod engine.

AFer peaking inside the car shop, we enfer a world of

Meet on the Cass Couniry Store steps for this enter-
taining 30-minute, half-mile swing through the old
company town — built between 1902 and 1908.

Cass was the headquarters and focus of one of the
largest lumbering operations in the state. Learn about
this isolaled indusirial town’s history, view its promi-
nent structures, and hear about what life was like here
80+ years ago. A tour brochure is provided for supple-
mentary information about Old Cass and the park’s
on-going rennovation of the former company town.

* These fours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro-

S

ey

Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons’

South end of Uptown: Main

Van Tour
3:45" — Sunday and Saturday

Street, 1908

gearheod delight No two doys are the same inside gram’s conclusion and are thus subject fo a 5-10
cur man repar facility minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly For those unable fo endure a half-mile walk, this 20-

. Presently. 162-fon maonster Shay, "Big 67 [ex-Western wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. minute motoring version ofthe town tour is limited fo =
Maryiond s undergoing final assembly affer heavy 14 visitors. Reservations must be placed atthe depot 2
shopping Besides pausing fo watch the work on No. Log Trains, Woodhicks & More ficket office by 3:30. Depariureis from the foot of the &

& we inspect original Cass Shay, No. 5, and the 7:00 p.m. — Friday Cass Counlry Store steps. ot
shop's machining bay. Mastion porchilof ihe. Cass Counthy. Slare for. this * Please note that the CSRR State Park vehicle is ot 3
. m&he gs acrgve C!’;R;f'ep?wer come fo life and 45-minute presentation concluding with a question- squipped i@ anicoB i Je
WO NS TOIICS Ou St and-answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman, -
_the- Whittaker Camp No.1's interpreter. Philip Bagdon e e
= Behind-the-scenes ShOp Tour, P.M. opens the program with an overview of the once- will be no programs on . ig;\
e 1:45 — Mon, Thurs immense Cass rail-logging operation. Wednesd ay JUIY30-31 : e
B For those unable fo ‘early-bird-it” (see above), this There's a lot to be said about the loggers’ lifestyle and ]
98 55-minute walk is a repeal p;o%ram, except there timbering pracfices that can’t be squeezed inio the
;'f, are no steamin’, smokin' Shays. The tour is limited to short walk-through presentation at the new Whittaker —_
<k 15 park visitors, so please sign up atthe ticket office. Camp No.1 display, so join us for the rest of the siory. Cass Interpretive Programming “k
3 West Virginia Parks have traditionally oﬁlered
= A } : exceptional programs by seasonal naluralisis.
State p:ml‘!;e ,""1';?3 c;fh;h;setmaz The Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town —
: lumber mill {decidedly high- historic subjects that they are — call for a different
b tech for its eral had just been spin. Philip Bagdon is CSRR State Park's Seasonal
'3“;, completed ond wos operating Historian, A devolee of Cass history for over 30

o Whours doily except Sunday. years, Phil has contributed his exlensive

- research to several publicafions and archives. In

an et ?2;3'2;%’;‘ 1976, while inlervie;vlngi oldétimersheassqéleucliqd

' The 14 Siowshos with the logging ond railroad ero, he resided in
% M- = 'm; byrgooﬂtge ne;‘?.‘lf Cass and served as o CSRR frain commentalor.
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Whittaker Camp No. 1's reproductions of skilled
workers shanties provide a glimpse into a bygone
ara Here, a group of eight original and long-gone
structures sit trackside adjacent to a camp train (top
le’t) in 1948 on the head of Shavers Fork.
Wast Virginia and Regional History Collection
Weast Virginia University Library

Structures utilized during both eras of Cass-
related logging camps (stationary and move-
able), woods camp shanties served a variety
of uses. Originally, 2-story structures housed
the wood crews, while small shanties — like
those above — housed skilled workers.

Introduction of camp trains ended the use of
bunk houses, but the use of small shanties to
house skilled workers — such as the filer (who
kept the saws and axes sharp) — continued
until the mill’s closure in June 1960.

References

Further investigation of Cass rail-logging and West
Virginia lumbering in general is available via the fol-
publications on sale at outlets adjacent to the

CSAR depot:
On Beyond Leatherbark: The Cass Saga
by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co.,
Parsons; 2nd printing, 1994

Logging South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe
Lands by George Deike, Cass; 2nd printing, 1993

West Virginia Logging Railroads by Bill Warden;
TLC ?u”t,alishing Co., Lynchburg, Va., 1993

Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West
Virginia, 1770-1920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain
Publishing Co., Parsons; 9th printing, 1992
The Log Train. Mountain State Railroad & Loggin
Historical Association’s quarterly journal haasog;“;-’ubsi
Bmlishsd l:s vast array of material for over 12 years.

ues are handled by Country Craft Junction.

Aerial Log Skidding

.

i
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& feet above its ba

With tower standing 9 se, Meadow
River No.1 was the largest ‘portable high steel spar skid-
der' to operate in the East, Here, itis working a set north-
east of Anjean in June 1956. To the rear is a ‘lowside’
coal tender and the diesel log loader (now also at
Whittaker Camp No. 1) — which is spotted for resupply.

Photo by Wally Johnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia

Pulp and Paper Co., ‘portable high steel spar’ (tower)

skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible

to horse teams due to terrain and/or distance. Five
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between
1922 and 1928. Skidding became the primary means
of moving logs to rail loading sites after Mower
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. The final ‘skid-
der set' was located at Old Spruce, after depleting tim-
ber atop Bald Knob in June 1960.

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all
remaining ‘Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly
beefy example — built by Meadow River Lumber from
‘stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company's
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972.

Rigging to bring In logs

Skidder at log landing

In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' is en

route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow

River No. 1, the display’s skidder, was capable of bringing

in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to
3,000 feet away.

From Logging South Cheat. The History

of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike

Cass: Where History Comnes Alive!

Whittaker Camp No.\

e e N Y 3
After serving for 32 years in the woods of Greenbrier
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log
loader — shown here with the job's Shay No. 5 near
Anjean, ¢.1955 — is now one ol six pieces of rail-log-
ging equipment at CSRR's Whittaker Gamp No.1.
Photo by Barnard J. Kern, MSRLHA 1993 Calandar

Whittaker Camp No.1, new for 1996, compli-
ments your memorable steam-powered ride
over a former logging railroad with a glimpse
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume
fimbering which spawned the immense rail
operation (at its peak more than 130 miles of
mainline and woods spur track).

This display offers not only a look at rail-log-
ging equipment, but also relates the routine
workaday lives of those stalwarl men who
labored in the woods and thus made West
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible.

An interpretive commentary is offered five
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen-
gers are invited fo explore Camp No. 1 inde-
pendently via interpretive signs which offer an
overview of life in the woods and techniques

for bringing in saw logs.

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass, West Virginia
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The lagtter-era camp frains

-

sigmh comdions see sxsepified by this scene, c. 1850
Pagess by Buge Orcland Georpe Dedke Collachon

B S ofer more thon 40 years of occupying fwo-
giory Sumichouse quarters, rugged ‘woodhicks” work-
g on Se Coss job found themselves adapting fo a
sew trm of occommodasions. Soon after Mower
Lumber Compony bought out the Cass operation,
faad Weber - the new general manager — instituted
comp oins fo ot expenses. Weber come from
Meodow Bwer lumber Compaony, based in Rainelle,
Gesenbrier County, where this housing practice had
teen nsftted n the early 1930s

The Cass shop commenced work on the camp sets in

Io'e 1944 o oo of 17 cors were constructed from -

bgoing fiofcars. Mower camp froins consisted of 3-
fo-4 buni cors, a lobby car, dining car and kitchen car.
Between 1945 ond 1958, there were fwo camps in
opergfion: then, for the last two years of rail-logging,
there remained one moveable grouping.

The las? origing caomp car, No. 419, now a combined

iobty/Dunk rendering, is joined by a facsimile created
" 1980 dsplayed os a combined kitchen/dining car.

c 1945.
Phil Bagdon Collection

. pﬂrl.- -
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Parked scenic
railroad train

i I. Representative Shanty

; 2. Filer's Shanty

j 3. Surveyor/Cruiser’s Shanty
4 4. Kitchen/Dining Car
\Z{- 5. Lobby/Bunk Car

6. Diesel Log Loader and
Skeleton Steel Log Car

7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar
< 8. Four-wheel Logging

9. lidgerwood Skidder
10. Future Coal Tender

Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901 -1960

In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display

Whittaker Comp MNo. 1 is ar
: £ on-going project which -
i i besides granis ond generous
:  private finonciol support —
¢ ; hasinvolved thousands of
: % volunteer hours by members
: of the Cass-based Mountgin
State Railroad & Logging
Historical Association

Interpretive services are
provided in offiliation with
the West Virginia University |
Department of History’s Public
History Program. 1
Caboose i
For information about
Mountain State Railrood &
Logging Historical Assoc,
plecse write P.O. Box B9,
Cass, WV 24927,

R

Rall Equipment Roster

Kr’fchen./D.r‘nin? Car (4). Built from one of the remaining
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kitchen
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp frains.

Camp Car No. 419 (5). A former West Virginia Pulp &
Paper Co. logging flat fabricated into o bunk car by
Mower Lumber Co.’s Cass shop in early 1945, No. 419 was
part of the last camp train in 1960, Its side door was
added in 1969 while serving as CSRR’s 'sand house.”

Diesel Log Loader (6a). Built in 1939 by Meadow River
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle, this large, powerful ‘long
free’ device was active until 1970; it came to Cassin 1972.

Skeleton Steel Log Car (6b). One of 24 such cars donated
to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber ‘B-12° now carries
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars.

Standard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). This 40-foot flat, used
by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, was one of
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967. For
about two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather
car before being retired due fo a bad axle.

Four-wheel Caboose (8). This 'bobber’ rode the rear of
log frains out of Swandale (Clay County), where its last
owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp., was preceded by W.M.
Ritter Lumber and Elk River Coal & Lumber companies.
Built in the 1880s and believed to be of Coal & Coke or
Baltimore & Ohio ancestry, it was donated in 1964,

Lidgerwood Skidder (9). Home-built by the Rainelle shop
from Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River Lumber Co.
No.1's service ended when il failed boiler inspection in
1966; it came to Cass six years later. Double-heading
Shays brought the Lidgerwood to Whittaker in 1993; con-
siderable work remains, including raising the tower.

Skidder Tender (10). A representative coal-supply car for
the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near future.

Wood Logging Flatcar. There were over 200 of these 40-
foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp & Paper dur-
ing the lumbering heyday. Part of the original CSRR excur-
sion train and the only extant ‘native’ log car, itis current-
ly spotted on the old company store siding lead in Coss
awaifing restoration by MSR&LHA volunteers.




.

The late, great old shop

Shope The second Cass shop in 1966 at age 43

Below: Days after the fire of May 23,1972

Photo by Richard M. Spark:

The first shop — built in 1901 — was single-frack and
copable of servicing fwo locomotives simultaneously.
It was replaced in early 1923 by a significantly-larger
sl of connecied siructures. To CSRR-era railfans,
Shop No. 2 was akin 1o a time machine in terms of its
overhead belt-driven machinery.

A maior factor in replacing the 1901 shop was West
Virginia Pulp & Paper’s Co.’s ordering of a monster
Class C Shay (154 fons os built by Lima Locomotive
Works - rostered as No. 12); apparently clearance
restrictions prohibited access. It was too big to fit.

It s cerain thot the 1922 blaze, which leveled the
band sow and ploning mills, significantly delayed
complefion of the new shop and foundry/pattern
house complex. By the fime work resumed, the first of
numerous lfower skidders had been acquired; thus,
as completed, the north bay’s upper end sported a
pair of huge doors fo accommodate these fall steam-
powered logging devices.

The “50-year shop’ was built of the same surpl
us
World War | corrugated sheet metal from Fort Megde,
Md. used for the 1921 mill boiler house and a new
hay/grain storage facility [today’s Cass Showcase).

Phote by Vincent J Bagdon

Ruins of the big Cass Mill

Brick fire wall remains

This 1971 view shows the south end of the huge mill
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The floor-
ing storage building's surviving brick fire wall is visible
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks.
First of the complex to go was the end of the planing
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974.

Both photos on this page: Philip Bagdon

Shown above is the 'long side’ of the double bandsaw
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran
back and forth on its ‘shotgun feed’ (left foreground),
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build-
ings went up in smoke.

Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park's Seasonal Historian
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com-

plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back samewhal

in horror, he is thankful not have ‘bought the farm’ by
falling through a soft, rotted floor.

Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs
1 Is the policy of the West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources fo provide its facilities, accommodations,
services and programs fo all persons without regard lo
sex, race, color, age, religion, national origin, or disability.
Proper licenses, regisiration and compliance with official
rules and regulations are the only sources of restrictions
for facility use or program parficipation.
The Wes1 Virginio Division of Natural Resources
is an equal opportunily employer.”

Cass Shop & More

Top Of The Morning Tour
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.M.

Locomotive repair and maintenance requirements
for o steam railroad call for not only a well-
equipped facility but also an experienced shop
staff. The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed with both

Throughou! the year there is aclivity here: during
the off season, road crew personnel - conduciors,
engineers and firemen - join the regular shop
employees o comprise a 14-man work force

Presently, former Western Maryland No. 6 [CSRR's
Big Six), the last Shay built and second largest oul-
shopped by Lima Locomotive Works of Lima, Ohig,
is undergoing final reassembly

Upcoming projects include: a replacement flue
sheel for original Cass Shay No. 5 (built in 1905 ond
currently on Shop Track No. 2); oil-lo-coal grate
conversion of ex-Feather River Shoy No. 3 (pur-
chase agreement was recently announced, ship-
ment from California pending); a new boiler for
Heisler No. 6; and top-to-botlom renovation of ex-
Moore Keppel Lumber Co. Climax No. 6.

Today's shop was placed info service during 1976,
four years after fire desiroyed the 1923 complex
The adjacent car shop was erected in 1973 to meel
the interim repair needs.

There's more to the Top of the Moming Tour and
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PM. than an inter-
pretation of the shop: the saga of locomotive repair
is part of o walking tour which includes a laok ot
the mill ruins and an array of motive power and
rolling stock on the yard’s dead line.

Please refer fo This Week Al Cass lavailable in
brochure form at the depot ficket office] for the five-
day-a-week schedule. All supplementary pro-
grams are offered free of charge.

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass, West Virginia
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Cass Scenic Railroad . .

A grand heritage

ooty First is practiced here: You are asked 1o walch your step and keep tabs on all small children!

(SRR Mainline

AR

50-ton overhead crane

Lathes, wheel lathe, drill presses,
shoper, radial arm drill, hacksaw,
milling machine, efc.

Machining Bay:

=
=
(@)

—f
m\

| / Shay ‘Big 6 |

Shop Track No. | |

e
Shay No. 5

e

]

Shop Track No. 2

l “®~—. 10-fon overhead crane

SYLELTVRYSRY

Active Power

Shay No. 2 (o/n 3320, 1928). Lima Pacific Coast model — 96
tons”: superheated; the only PC built as a wood-burner; logic
influenced its conversion to oil before operation in British
Columbiz 25 Mayo Lbr. Co. No. 4; then Lake Logging Co.,
L1d No. 5 Wesiern Forest Industries No. 5, and Railway
Aochances Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.114; came
1o Czss in 1970 and made its operational debut at Railfan
Weskend 1972; grates converted for coal in 1985.

Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189, 1922). 70-tons*; originally Birch Valley
Lbr. Co., Tioga (Nicholas County), No. 5; involved in a run-
away which killed four; came to Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr.
Co. No.4 and was not only the last logging Shay but also the
first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R; in 1993 a thorough
shopping was completed; with the track to Bald Knob
expected to reopened in October, No. 4 will serve as the
pusher (helper) engine.

Shopped Power

Shay No. 6 (c/n 3354, 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat-
ed, the last and second largest Shay built; plans of ‘Cass No.
12 ~ in its oniginal, 154-ton* 3-truck form — were used as
foundational design; pulled coal on the Western Maryland's
Chaffee Branch for only a few years; displayed in Baltimore
&t the B&O Railroad Museum for over 25 years before com-
ing here in 1880 (in a long-term trade for Shay No.1 and
Porter 0-4-0T No. 714); in 1981, operated for the first time in
28 years; used sparingly until service on the Cass-Durbin
Run (1884-85); extensive shopping has removed it from the

roster for two full operating seasons; due back on the road,
working the Cass-Whittaker turnarounds, in September.
Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503, 1905). 80 tons”; came to Cass new
for the Greenbrier & Elk River R.R., W.Va. Spruce Lbr. Co.'s
railroad out of Cass — the oldest and longest operating Shay
here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the
Cass mill's dry kiln plant as a steam source, thus was inop-
erable when the State acquired the railroad in 1962; after
repair, it was placed in service during 1965; flue sheets are
due for replacement during the upcoming off-season.

SN

* Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, etc.).

in brief: The whittak

er Camp N

BRPREERY

_ Park programs for a ditferent kind of West Virginia state park

In a@a modern wrapper: The Cass Shops

The Dead Line

Today's dead line track came into existence
in 1973 when the coaling siding was extand-
ed. The upper end of the track now used for
. parking excursion trains was Mower Lumber
. Co.s dead line, where prior to scrapping, Mo.
: 12, the largest Shay ever to operate (in 1933
¢ converted to a four-truck — 'Class D' — model
weighing 197 tons), and No. 13 (an ex-C20

150-ton four-trucker) sat for about 15 years.

In order from the lower end of the siding ars:

Heisler No. 6 (c/n 1591,1929). 90 tons®; one of
the largest units out-shopped by Heisler of Erie,
Pa.; originally served Hog Hollow Tile Co. of
New Bethlehem, Pa., then spent over 25 years
in Greenbrier County working as Meadow Hiver
Lbr. Co. No.6; came to Cass under its own
power in 1966 and debuted on the CSAA in May
1968; a boiler that failed inspection places it oul-
of-sarvice until 1998.

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804, 1916). 70 tons*; first
operated by an Alabama logger, then spent
many years in West Virginia — first with Raleigh
Lbr. Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. Ritter Lbr.

. Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942, moved by
¢ Ritter to Tennessee where it later hauled coal as

. Brimstone R.R. No. 36; came in poor condition
¢ to Cass nine years ago; because of its slze and

age, likely to remain on the dead line for years.

Climax No. 9 (s/n 1651,1819). 70 tons®; built by
Climax Locomotive Works ol Corry, Pa. lor

. Randolph County's Moore Keppel Lumber Co,

. as its No. 6 and last used to move coal on the

. Middle Fork Railroad; came to Cass (1970) in

. ragged shape and subsequently caught in the
¢ shop fire; a boiler found in Canada combines

with the shop force's long-running interest in
tackling this project combine to makes its future
brighter than might be expected; if all goes well,
it is expected to be on the road by 1998.

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131, 1920). 70 tons®; lirst used
by Raine Lbr. Co. at Cloverlick (Pocahontas
County), then during an extended period oper-

. ated by Meadow River Lbr. Co.; came lo Cass

- on its own power in 1964 and entered sarvice

the next year; hasn't run since 1972.

Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No. 612 {c/n 69B58,
1943), Built for the U.S. Ammy Trspspor!aﬂon
Corp and operated at Fort Euslis, Virginia unlr!
1971, when it came to Cass; this ‘Consolidation’ -
has never run here (until the 1985 llood which

. ended Cass-Durbin Auns, was considerad ideal

* as the water level route’s future power).

O. &
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Sructares wiired during both eras of Cass-
selasted! logang camps (stationary and move-
abie). woocs camp shanties served a varniety
of wsos. Omginally, 2-story structures housed
e wood crews, whie small shanties — like
those sbowe - housad skilled workers.

Inrocduction of camp trains ended the use of
burk houses, but the use of small shanties to
house skilled workers — such as the filer (who
ket the saws and axes sharp) — continued
un®l the mil's closure in June 1960.

References

Further investigation of Cass rail-logging and West

Virgna umbenng in general is available via the fol-
nﬂm on sale al outlets adjacent to the
C depot

On Leatherbark: The Cass Saga
by Roy 8. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co.,
Parsons; 2nd printing, 1994
Loggng South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe
Lands by Georgs Deike, Cass; 2nd printing, 1993

West @ Logging Rallroads by Bill Warden;
ne ing Co., Lynchburg, Va., 1993
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West
Virginla. 1770-1820 by Roy B. Clarkson; MeClain
Publshing Co., Parsons; 9th printing, 1992
The Log Train. Mountain State Railroad & Loggin
Histoncal i 's quarterly journal hagggubq
lished & vast array of material for over 12 years.

Back issues are handied by Country Craft Junction.

With tower standing 96 feet above its base, Meadow
Hiver No.1 was the largest 'portable high steel spar skid-
der’ to operate in the East. Here, it is working a set north-
aast of Anjean in June 1956. To the rear is a 'lowside’
coal tender and the company's diesel log loader — which
is spotted for fuel resupply.

Photo by Wally Johnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia
Pulp and Paper Co., ‘portable high steel spar’ (tower)
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible
to horse teams (due to terrain and/or distance). Five
second-hand steam skidders were acquired by
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became
the primary means of moving logs to rail loading sites
after Mower Lumber acquired the operation in 1942.
The final ‘set’ was located at Old Spruce, after deplet-
ing timber atop Bald Knob in June 1960.

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all
remaining ‘Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly
beefy example — built by Meadow River Lumber from
‘stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company's
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972.

Rigging fo bring in logs

a— Mulliple logs attached

Skidder at log londing to choker chains

In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a ‘trip of logs' is en

route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow

River No.1, the display's skidder, was capable of bringing

in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to
3,000 feet away.

From Logging South Cheat: The History

of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike

~= ARTR AT WIEIOTY L TWTES, BT

Cass: Where History Comes Alivet

Whittaker Camp No. 1

After serving for 32 years in the woods of Greenbriar
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diessl log
loader — shown here with the job's Shay No.5 near
Anjean, c.1955 — is now ons of six pieces of rail-log-
ging equipment at CSRR's Whittaker Camp No.1.
Photo by Bernard J.Kern, MSRLHA 1993 Calendar

Whittaker Camp No.1, new for 1996, compli-

ments your memorable steam-powered ride

over a former logging railroad with a glimpse
into the heart of the matter — the high-volume
timbering which spawned the once-immense
rail operation (atits peak more than 130 miles
of mainline and woods spur frack).

This display offers not only a look at rail-log-
ging equipment, but also relates the routine
workaday lives of those stalwart men who
labored in the woods and thus made West
Virginia’s tumultuous lumbering era possible.

An interpretive commentary is offered five
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen-
gers are invited fo explore Camp No. 1 inde-
pendently via inferprefive signs which offer an
overview of life in the woods and techniques
for bringing in saw logs.

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Cass, West Virginia




he latter-era camp ftrains

smbons are sammpified by this scene, c. 1950.

e = o 2
Mot by Beuce Creckand George Deike Collection

i 1945 ofer move thon 40 years of occupying fwo-
wory bunschouse guarters, rugged 'woodhick s” work-

g on the Coss job found themselves adapling fo a
sew form of occommodations. Soon affer Mower
Lrmher Compony bought out the Cass operation,
fsad Weber - the new general manager — inslituted
oo Fons 1o cut expenses, Weber came from
Meodow Rwer Lumber Company, based in Rainelle,
Geeenbrier County, where this housing praclice had
been ins$iufed in the early 1930s.
The Cass shop commenced work on the camp sets in
‘e 1944 g totol of 17 cars were consiructed from for-
mer loggng flaicars. Mower camp frains consisted of
3-%0-4 bunk cars, a lobby car, dining cor and kifchen
or Between 1945 ond 1958, there were two camps
n operaton; then, for the last two years of rail-log-
gng. there remained one moveable grouping.

The los! original comp car, No. 419, now a combined
lobby/bunk rendering, joins a facsimile created in
980 and displayed as a combined kitchen/dining car.

- E

Evening meallime of o Mower chrnp, c.ﬂl9\4a.
Phil Bagdon Collection

e D D AL

Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901 -1960

[ In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display
9 .

L B
J i/ /
IY .{"

1. Representative Shanty
2 Filer's Shanty
3. Surveyor/Cruiser’s Shanty
4. Kitchen/Dining Car
5. Lobby/Bunk Car
6. Diesel Log Loader and

QS5

Whittaker Camp No. 1 is an
on-gaing project which -
besides grants and generous
privote financiol support -

: ¢ hosinvolved thousands of
¢ ¢ volunleer hours by members
of the Cass-based Mountain
State Railrood & Logging
Historical Association

Interpretive services are

; Skeleton Steel Log Car p;!rovided in offiliction with
7. Sk d Steel Log Flat . the Wes! Virginia University
Parked scenic (‘j 80;:3; wh:f ngg;gmr i
i i ! ' 2 istor
railroad frain X Eoh s y Program

A
ok i_.[,r!""

9. Lidgerwood Skidder
10. Future Coal Tender

For information about
Mountain State Railrood &
Logging Historical Assoc,,

please write P.O. Box 89,
Cass, WV 24927

B A A

e e s

Rail Equipment Roster

Kitchen/Dining Car (4), Built from one of the remaining
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kitchen
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains.

Camp Car No. 419 (5). A former West Virginia Pulp &
Paper Co. logging flat fabricated into a bunk car by
Mower Lumber Co.’s Cass shop in early 1945, No. 419 was
part of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was
added in 1969 while serving as CSRR's ‘sand house.

Diesel Log Loader (6a). Built in 1939 by Meadow River
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle, this large, powerful ‘long
tree’ device was aclive until 1970; it came to Cassin 1972.

Skeleton Steel Log Car (6b). One of 24 such cars donated
to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber ‘B-12° now carries
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars.

Standard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). This 40-foot flaf, used
by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, was one of
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967. For
about two decades it served as a Bald Knorg all-weather
car before being refired due to a bad axle.

Four-wheel Caboose [8B). This ‘bobber’ rode the rear of
log trains out of Swandale (Clay County), where its |asl
owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp., was preceded by WM
Ritter Lumber and Elk River Coal & Lumber componies
Built in the 1880s and believed to be of Coal & Coke or
Baltimore & Ohio ancestry, it was donated in 1964,

Lidgerwood Skidder (9). Home-built by the Rainelle shop
from Lidgerwood partsin 1944, Meadow River Lumber Co.
No. I’s service ended when it failed boiler inspection in
1966; it came fo Cass six years later. Double-heading
Shays brought the Lidgerwood to Whittaker in 1993; con-
siderable work remains, including raising the tower

Skidder Tender (10). A representative coal-supply cor for
the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near fulure.

Wood Logging Flafcar. There were over 200 of these 40-
foot flats useg at Cass by West Virginia Pulp & Paper dur-
ing the lumbering he(dcy. Part of the original CSRR excur-
sion train and the only extant ‘native’ log car, itis current-
ly spotted on the old company store siding lead in Cass
awaifing restoration by MSR&LHA volunteers.

e B
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1965 o Him second vistt 1o the CSAR and has been

Whittaker Camp No. |

New at Whittaker Station

Georga Deike Collection

Above: Winter Cheat Mountain log camp scene, ¢. 1950
Below: Dinner at a Mowar Lumber Company camp.

BT

hil Bagdon Collection, WVU Library

P

Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill
to January’s flood (resumption of service fo Bald Knob is
expected in October), there is still a memorable ride
awaiting you on the CSRR - lo Whillaker Stalion, site of
the new Whitlaker Camp No. 1 display. Rail equipment
and struclures representing various facets of West Virginia
logging can now be inspected during the 20-minute stop.
An interpreter leads tours Monday through Friday of the
camp cars and shanties, diesel loader, 4-wheel caboose
and steam-powered Lidgerwood lower skidder.

Cass: Where History Comes Alive! : o

This Week At Cass oy
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Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

|
| Get behind the scenes with steam Explore an old lumber mill town

Top Of The Morning Tour

8 OO chadly evoegy Tues Wed

Mewe af the 0! Ko thes PD-menute, 1-mia walking

s Waar shoes thal you dont mundd gelting wel
SN GOW
s aboudt the Cass umber mil, once one of the

savie's mmest producive double bandsaw ond planing
- fociities as second boat” %o the logging opero-
o s permory chorge of furnishing spruce pulpwood
wiuing 10 the yord, we wolch Shays being pre-
sored and dscuss their fascinating design. Moving
= 1o the deod Ine. we look at o Heisler and Climax
scomotwe, then compare these geared engines
with two Shays and o rod engine.
Afer pecking inside the cor shop, we enter a world
of georheod defight No fwo days are the same
rside our moin repair focility.
Presently 162-%on monster Shay, "Big 6° (ex-Weslern
Maryland] is undergoing final assembly affer heavy
shopping Besides pausing to waich the work on No,
&_we inspec! original 1905 Cass Shay, No. 5, and the
shop’s machining bay.
Viewing the day’s aclive power come fo life and
switch the yord rounds out the four.

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PM.

1:45 — Mon, Thurs

for thase unable to ‘early-bird-it’ [see above), this
55-minute walk is a repeat program, excep! there
are no steamin’, smokin’ Shays. The four is limited to
15 park visitors, so please sign up atthe ticket office.

¥

Cass Town Walk

1:10°~ Sun, Fri, Sat
3:10° - Saturday
5:05* — Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sun

Meet on the Cass Country
Store steps 30-minute, half-
mile swing through the old
company town built between
1902 and 1908.

Cass was the headquariers
and focus of one of the largest
lumbering operations in the
state. Learn about this isolated
indusirial fown’s history, view its prominent structures,
and hear about what life was like here 80+ years ago.
A tour brochure is provided for supplementary infor-
mation about Old Cass and the porE‘s on-going ren-
novation of the former company town, placed in 1981
on the National Registry of Historical Places.

+ These fours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro-
gram’s conclusion and are thus subject fo a 5-10
minute delay whenever a frain returns late; kindly
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch.

Every-other Saturday
this season, long out
of service Shay No. 7 is
back in steam - at
least on screen in the
Cass Scenic Railroad
Early Years slide show.

|P. Bagdon photo, 1968)

Al the fime of this ‘company
phota’ in 1923, the second Cass
lumber mill (decidedly high-
lech for #5 eral hod just been
completed ond wos operating
1 hours daily except Sunday,

This photo ond top right from
South Cheat:

The bistory of the Snowshoe
Lands by George Deike

age In c

T wrapper:

South end of Uplown: Main Street 1908

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years
7:30 p.m. —Saturday

Meet in the Cass Community Center (Front
Street) for this 60-minute slideshow featuring
1964-69 period images by the late Vincent
Bagdon; other views, narration by Phil Bagdon.

Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR
so special during its firs! decade, this program
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-related
history. Journey back 1o the 1964-75 period and see
the original equipment, old shop, infact mill, Shay
No.7, Mower Lumber camp frain cars, and mare.

There will be no programs on
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 6-7

Cass Interpretive Programming

West! Virginia Parks have traditionally offered
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists. The
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - his-
foric subjects that they are — call for o different
spin. Philip Bagdon is CSRR State Park’s Seasonal
Historian. A devotee of Cass history for over 30
years, Phil has contribuled his extensive reseorch
lo several publications and archives. In 1976, while
interviewing old-timers associated with the log-
ging and railroad era, he resided in Coss and
served as a CSRR train commentalor.

e 3 children!
« oracliced here: You are asked 10 walch your step and keep tabs on all small '
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Cass Scenic Railroad

Get behind the scenes with

Top Of The Morming Tour

" PR oy A wi e dnesca)

- evnes iyt
wxd Qerhng we

4 boat" fo the logging opera-
harnishing spruce pulpwood
+d we woich Shays being pre-
s et discusss their foscinating design. Moving
o the dead Ine we look at o Heisler and Climox
wormctive then compare these geared engines
¢ rve Shays and o 2-8-0 rod engine
her pecking Insige the COr shop, we enfer a world

o georheod delght No fwo days are the same

~=ide our man repar focilily

Seesarty 142-ton monster Shay, “Big 67 [ex-Western
sarviond) is undergoing final assembly after a fwo-
year-long heovy shopping. Besides pausing fo watch
the work on No 6, we inspect original 1905 Cass Shay,
o 5. and the rather fascinating machining bay.
Viewing the day’s acfive power come to life and
swiich the yard rounds out the four.

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M.

1.50 — Monday and Saturday

for those unable lo ‘early-bird-it’ (see above), this
55-minuie wolk is o repeai program, excep! there
ore no steamin’, smokin’ Shays. The tour is limited to
15 pork visitors, so please sign up atthe ticket office.
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once one of the

hip bandsaw and planing

park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

steam

Explore an old lumber mill town

Cass Town Walk
115~ Wed, Thur, Fri, Sun
4:10 — Saturday
510"~ Mon, Wed, Thurs, Sun

Meet on the Cass Country
Store steps for a 40-minute,
half-mile swing through the
old company town.,

Cass was the headquariers
and focus of one of the largest
|umbering operations in the
siate. Learn about this isolat-
ed industrial town’s history,
view its prominent structures, and hear about what life
was like here 80+ years ago during the boom period.

« These fours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro-
gram’s conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10
minute delay whenever a frain returns late; kindly
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch.

s

About the cover . ..

This gorgeous piece of ort appeared
for four years as the cover of the
park's brochure, beginning in 1964.
Technically accurate to the point of
intriguing hardcore ‘gearheads,’ it
depicts the front end business side of
Shay No. 5, one of the three surviving
original locomolives to work here -
and the oldest (built for West Virginia
Spruce Lumber Co.’s Greenbrier & Elk
Railroad in 1905).

A1 the time of this 1923 ‘compo-
ry photo” the second lumber
mill comgiex (decidedly high-
tech fger;s era) had just been
comp ond was operali

11 hours daily except Smday.ng

This photo and lop right from

ing South Cheal
The History of the Snowshoe |
lands by Ceotge Deike

South end of Uptown: Main Street, 1508

Cass Scenic Rallroad Early Years
7:00 —Saturday

Meet in the Cass Community Center (on Front
Street) for this 60-minute slide presentation fea-
turing images by the late Vincent Bagdon; other
views and narration by Phil Bagdon.

Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR
so special during its first decade, this program
investigates a rather unsung aspeci of rail-related
history. Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see
the original equipment, old shop, infact mill, Shay
No. 7, Mower Lumber camp frain cars, and more.

There will be no programs on
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 20-21

Cass Interpretive Programming

West Virginia State Parks have traditionally offered
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists. The
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town — his-
toric subjects that they are - call for a different
spin. Philip Bagdon is CSRR State Park's Seasonal
Historian. A devotee of Cass history for over 30
years, Phil has contributed his extensive feseur_ch
1o several publications and archives. In 1976, while
interviewing old-limers associated with the log-
ging and railroad ero, he resided in Cass and
served as a CSRR train commenlalor.
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G i+ e Whiissiwr Camp No 1 Dsplay
Neww Coave Car No. 418 A Mcdfelonn wood, INUSS
ot Natogy (Eogures Sy Weat Virpraa Pulp & Paper Co
Ty g P pevioe aoune 191E) fabncaled into a bunk
o v Momer LasDer's shop in aarfy 1945 No. 419
s ot of e @t camp ran i 1860 s sice 0OOT was
saned o 2905 whie senving as CSAR's ‘'sand house.’

Fabwicated Camg Train Car. Mower log flat No. 110
et carted e Ameecan log loader for saveral years
Segrring o 15705 was usad for this rendering, built in
P sarly 1340 hor T onginal camp train display.

Shateton Steel Log Car. One of 24 such cars donated
© CSPR & 1572, Meaciow River Lumber ‘B-12' now
carvigs e Diesal log loader at Whittaker Camp No. 1.

#5400t Sieel Flatcar. Repontadly acquired c. 1957 by
Bufsic Creek & Gaudey B A from Cherry River Boom
& Lumber, was one of several cars donated by Pittston
Coal Co In 1970, For aimost 20 years it served as a
ooses platiorm excursion car before being retired
rateac of conversion of wheels to roller bearing.

Four-wheel Caboose. Suil! in the 1880s and believed
i be of Coal & Coke or Balimore & Ohio ancestry, this
Totter’ mcoe the reer of log trains out of Swandale
Gy County) for E Aver Coal & Lumber and suces-
wors — WM. Riner Lumber and Georgia-Pacific Corp.
Donsted in 1964 by G-P Used on railfan charters for
sevesal years, onginally rosterad as No. 8,

Dissel Log Loader. Built by Meadow River Lumber
Co's shop in 1936 This beely 'long Iree’ device was
actve undl 1970; i came 1o Cass in 1972,

Udgerwood Skidder. Homebuilt from Lidgerwood
pants by Meadow River Lumber Co. in 1944, Its service
mm:nu:rmmm;nma

years - Double-heading s brough
™ Lidgerwood 1o Whittaker in 1993, odiiad

Ex-Mowar
Lumber Co
kitchan car
No, 417 on
the upper
shop lead,
Auguat 1968,

Cars Dismantled or Destroyed
(continued from inside)

Mower Lumber log flats (2). No. 127 and another car (num-
ber unknown) were dismantled in 1970.

Wood Combine. Bulfalo Creek & Gauley X-15 (kitchen and
dining car for worktrains); donated by Pittston Coal Co. in
1967; elegant 1880s-era car which lost its roof and rotted
down; remains of the car (partially burned) sit on the upper
end of the Greenbrier dead line.

Steel Combine. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-16;formerly
Pennsylvania & Reading Seashore Lines; porthole windows
and open vestibule; acquired 1970; scrapped 1973.

Steel Baggage Car. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-17; same ori-
gins/style as X-16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973.

50-ton A.A.R. Steel Hopper. Buffalo Creek & Gauley,;
acquired 1970, scrapped 1972,

Worktraln water car. B&O X-1023, a steam tender mounted
on a 40-foot steel flat; arrived 1966, scrapped 1972.

Steel Gondola. Chesapeake & Ohio No. 29264 (ex-Hocking
Valley); acquired in 1970, scrapped in 1972.

Cars Disposed To Other Railroads
Steel combine. Baltimore & Ohio branchline model; last
used in worktrain service as car X-4072; acquired in 1967
(brought back from Strawberry Festival in Buckhannon); con-
veyed to the Hocking Valley Scenic R.R. in 1972.
Hospital Cars. An undetermined number of these U.S.
Amny cars (127), previously used on the Greenbrier River
excursions from Cass to Ronceverte, were brought in by the
local freight in 1976 and stored on the C&O siding above the
water tower (today's Greenbrier deadline spur); removed
prior to the C&O's closure in 1978.
Mystery C&O Coaches. (3) Donated possibly as early as
1962 for use on the excursion railroad (they would not take
the curves but they were fresl); branchiine-style coaches,
not heavy weight; disposed during 1965.

Cass Scenic Railroad

Equipment Roster

{All-time)
by Philip Bagdon

Seasonal Historian, 1996
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

All photos by Philip V. Bagdon

Open Platform No. 5 was one of eight first-generation excur-
sion cars built from Mower Lumber flats; here in August 1968,

it's part of the Bald Knob consist.

Excursion Car Fleet

(There are 15 available excursion cars in 19396)
No. 1. Standard Closed Platform. Converted from one of
the four Swandale logging flats in 1970 into Bald Knob
‘cinder car (originally No. 12); received a roof in 1993,
Nos. 2-4. Bald Knob All-weather. Built from ex-Elk River
Coal & Lumber steel logging flats in 1967 as Nes. 13-15;
renumbered in 1988.

Nos. 5-8,11-13,15. 'Second-gensration’ Closed Platform.
Former Meadow River Lumber B-series skelston log cars.
Nos. 9, 14, End Units. B&O cabooses — 30-foot wood,
steel frame, acquired by Buffalo Creek & Gauley (C-111
and C-119). Donated by Pittston Coal in 1970. Lettering as
they came to CSRR: C-111 for BC&G, C-119 for B&O).
Retained original numbers until 1988.

No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow River B-series

skeleton log car, The last of the "cinder cars."

Cabooses

Chesapeake & Ohlo 90788. Standard wood model
(reportedly 1926-type) donated in 1966,

Meadow River Lumber 3. Standard C&0 wood (1924);
Meadow River Lumber Co., Rainelle (served one the last
log train in W.Va.; donated by Georgia-Pacific in 1972;
received top-to-bottom repair in 1996.
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Fresght Cars
Single dome off tank cars (2). CSAX 219 and 220; donat-
#d by Pervaed Gl Chareston in 1072: used off-road until
1978 shigpang ol for Shays 2 and 3; placed out-of-service
Upon e e of No. 7's operation here in 1993,
Single dome chemical car. WVAX318; acquired as U.S,
Navy surpion by Soum Branch Valley, used for diesel fuel
Sioenge: shipped o Cass in 10-85; may be cleaned out and
Utes a8 8 Uiy water supply car
Navy Boxcars (8). Stardard 40-toot steel cars, all lormer-
Iy Uniled States Nevy Bureau of Ordinance (51, Jullens
Cresk NAD) boucars. Two came via the South Branch
Valley LA In 1978, lour additional cars were shipped in the

warniant of 10-88. In Coss yard nre: SBVIA 40

Vel Bhimm oY

Pt VhoaZ), BOVI 220, anid car in NAD lettenng with
unksentifalve number, Boscars on the Greanbiter dond line

e USIN (Bt Jullens Cresk) No, 81.0037 and 81 OR352
SEHVII 100 s parked ot Whittakar Camp No. 1 lor storage |
Navy Flatoars (1), Two thase 40-loot stesl fishbellies’ (*OR"

and LT e active in workirain sitluations (cribbing turing
May 1006, oli ) they are also occaslonally mascuerade as |
loggng Nats during ralltan charters, Car "OD" sits on the i
Cass yard dead line with rotted deck

Passenger Cars
Dining Car. Chesapeake & Ohlo "Fraunces Tavern®; bought
by Jack Kane in 1964 and Installed on the old C&O house
track for operation as the Shay Inn; after the fast-food
restaurnnt closed, bacama the Park Superintendent’s office,
Dining Car. Chesapeake & Ohio “Stuart House"; brought in
by Jack Kane as addition o his Shay Inn around 1967; used
as part of consist of Cass-Durbin excursions; since 1985 has
served as slorage space,
Commuter Cars. (3) No, 960, No. [?], and No. 81 "Romney";
all reportedly former Central of New Jersey R.R. No. 960 and
No. [?] came to Cass from the South Branch Valley R.R. in
1982 (picked up from Durbin the same time as the BL-2). No.
81 "Romney” ("yellow car”) was part of the October 1985
equipment shipment off the SBVRR. All used in 1984 and
1985 on the Cass-to-Durbin excursions. No. 960 was modi-
fied for excursion service sans windows, with a single two-
sided bench extending the length of its interior.
Baggage Car. Norfolk & Western Ry. Baggage and Railway
Express; acquired by South Branch Valley (No. 6 'Fredon');
came to Cass in the equipment shipment of October 1985,

Other Railroad Equipment
American Log Loader. Originally steam-powered, built
by the American Holst Co. of St. Paul, Minn., for Elk River
Coal & Lumber Co., Swandale, Clay County. Converted to
diesel, date unknown. Later served ERC&LCo's successors,
W.M. Ritter Lumber Co. and Georgia-Pacific Corp. Donated
in 1967 by G-P; trucked to Cass and placed on the ex-
ERC&L flat which would become CSRR Open Platform No.
1 In 1970 (see above); for years loader sat atop ex-Mower
flat car No. 110 before being moved to its present host car,
ex-Meadow River skeleton B-10. Still used in work train situ-
ations (May 1996 cribbing and September 1996 tree-fall).
75-ton Steam Wrecking Crane. Industrial Brownhoist 75-
ton, self-propelled model built for foreign military service;
Government surplus, never operated except for boiler test;
acquired Spring 1979; Heisler No. 6 ran to Durbin over the
closed C&O Greenbrier line to pick it up at Durbin.
C&O0 Kitchen Car No. X-999678. Work train cook car with
sleeping quarters at one end. Acquired by South Branch

Valley R.R.; later shipped to Cass in October 1985. Rusted
and in bad condition on the Greenbrier dead line.

Buffalo Creek & Gauley work dining car No. X-15, 857

Cars With Questionable Futures

CSARA Closed Platform Nos. 106 and 107. Reportadly
acquired by Bulfalo Creek & Gauley RR. from Cherry
River Boom & Lumber in the late 1950s. Donated by
Pittston Coal Co. in 1970. For almost two decades they
served as excursion cars belore being retired instead of
conversion of trucks to roller bearing.

CSRR Ciosed Platform No. 110. One of two ex-
Chesapeake & Ohio gondolas donated by Pittston Coal
Co. in 1970 (operated by Buffalo Creek & Gauley in C&0
lettering); car frame was rusted.

Canadian National Caboose. Wooden with end cupo-

la. Known to be formerly owned by a railfan; shipped
from the South Branch Valley in October 1985,

Cars Dismantled or Destroyed

Original excursion cars. In 1974 there weare three of
eight original CSRR cars still available for service:
Closed Platforms Nos. 3 and 22 (originally No. 2), and
Open Platform No. 10. That year, ratired cars wers: Open
Platforms No. 1 (rallings and bench still on car), No. 5
(railings and platforms removed, parts stored on deck),
No. 6 (formerly operated with tool box and no benches,
railings intact; shop equipment stored on deck; by 1976,
railings had been removed), No. 7 (railings removed,
parts stored on deck); Closed Platform No. 4 (sides, top
and platform removed in 1972; destroyed by 1976).
Today, all but two of the surviving cars are are unracov-
erable (numbers are unidentifiable) on the Greenbrier
dead line spur. Open Platform No. 10 (which served
between 1944 and 1960 as a Mower bunk car, converted
for excursion service in 1965; still available as a standby
car in 19786) has rofted to the ground on the upper end of
the Cass Yard car siding.

Mower Lumber Bunk Car No. 418. Restored by 1967
and operated on railfan charters; neglect eventually rot-
ted the car beyond recovery; destroyed around 1977.

Mower Lumber Kitchen Car No. 417. Never operated
on CSRR but in good condition into the 1970s. Like No.

418, rotted away and was finally destroyed around 1977.

Continued on back panel
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Today At Cass
3 Active Shays
3 Inactive Shays
I Inoctive Heisler
1 Inactive Climax
6 Inactive Diesels

(SRR brochure on, 1964-67

Sources other than personal research:
Artie Bordey, George Deike, Danny Seldomridge,
Bud Cassell, Darren Seldomridge, John Cassell,
Wioymne Cassell, Rex Cassell, Richard Sparks,
John Killoran, George Fizer

Shay No. 3 (leased from Oregon Historical Society), May 1872 |

Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites
(continued from inside)

Porter 0-4-0T No. 714. H.K, Porter Co., 1950 (c/n B8234),
built for the U.S. Federal Security Agency for operation at St.
Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington, D.C. (No. 4); in 1958
transferred to inventory of Department of Health, Education
and Welfare, then (sometime between 1965 and 1967)
moved from St. Elizabeth's to the U.S. Army Transportation
Corps at F1. Eustis, Va. (No. 714); came to Cass as govem-
ment surplus in 10-1972; never in steam here; shipped In
1981 to Baltimore & Ohio Rallroad Museum as part of the
trade for Shay No. 6; reportedly being repaired for service
around the museum yard in Baltimore.

GM-EMD BL-2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road switcher bullt
for the Westemn Maryland in 1848. Donated to CSRR In
1982: used on railfan charters on the Greenbrier in the early
1980s; shipped to South Branch Valley R.R. via the CSX
connection at Spruce in 1991; plans call for the unit to be
restored and operated,

Locomotive Scrapped

Shay No. 6 (¢/n 1907, 1907). 65-tons*; built for Lewisblirg &
Ronceverte R.R.; acquired by Greenbrier, Cheat & Elk
(Cass) in 1913, rostered as No. 6 (2nd); sold by Mower
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers for their Premar
Coal Co.; originally used at No. 6, Monitor No. 1 Mine, West
End (Tunnelton), then moved to Monitor No. 4 at Austen,
After mine's closure, the enginehouse fell in on No. §;
severely damage. With sale price of $1,000, examined by
CSRRA and Bear Cresk Junction R.R., but passed by due to
location and engine condition. it was reported lo be
scrapped at the mine site in the summer of 1969, with parts
to be sold'to the Graham Couunty R.R.-Bear Creek Junction
R.R. at Robbinsville, N.C. Eventually acquired by Dave
Corbert and moved to a loading point along the old Baltimore
& Ohio at Tunnelton; a coal train derailment all but destroyed
it; finally acquired by CSRR and shipped in gondolas, armiv-
ing in 1978 (last incoming equipment brought in by the C&0
before closure. Scrapped in 1980; cylinders and trucks sit on
cars up the Greenbrier deadline spur.

Cass Scenic Rallroad

Locomaotive Roster

\All-fime)
by Philip Bagdon

Seasonal Historian, 1996
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

Shay No. 7 (ex-Meadow F;‘;r Lumber), Augdsl 3.
All photos by Philip V. Bagdan

Active and Shopped Power

Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320, 1928). Pacilic Coast Model — 96
tons*; superheated; the only PC bullt as a wood-bumer;
logic Influenced ts conversion to oll befors operation In
British Columbia as Mayo Lumber Co, No. 4; then Laka
Logging Co., Lid. No. 5, Westem Forest Industries No, 5,
and Railway Appllance Research (Vancouver Wharls
Limited) No. 114; acquired in 1870; mads its debut in May
1972; grates converted for coal buming in 1984.

Shay No. 4 (c/n 31808, 1622). 70-tons*; oniginally Birch
Valley Lumber Co. No. 5, Tioga (Nicholas Gounty);
involved In a runaway wreck which sealded four men to
death in 1941: rebuilt at Cherry River Boorn & Lumber Co,
shops in Richwood; acquired In 1943 by Mowar Lumbar
Co.; It was not only the last logging Shay hars, but also
the first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in1993 a
thorough shopping was completed,

Continued inside

* Factory designations. Engine weigh mara in
operating condition (coal, water, tools, eic. )
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Out of Service Stearn Power

Fabaler Mo € (oin 1581, 1929). 90 1ons”; one of the largest
Wl St -eoped by Hesler of Ere, Pa.; orginally served
Bostuna Coal aret Oy Procsucts of New Bethiehem, Pa.,

“hay Mo ] sl used by Flaine
e ' n i i inty f VM
o~ e H o o unty ot
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M4 and antered asrvics the nexl yaar, becouss ol a bollar
e nasEnl run sinoe 1970
Climax No. 9 (&n 16561, 1010). 70 tons”; built by Climmx
Locomotive Works, Corry, Pa,, lor the Moore-Keppel Co

(Randoiph County) and last used to pull coal on the Middle
Fork Hallroad; arrived here (1970) in ragged shape; a now
bodler found in Canada combines with the shop force's long-
running interest in tackling this project lo make the future
brighter than might be expected from its derelicl appearance;
il averything goes well, it may be on the road in 1998.

Shay No, 36 (c/n 2804, 1918). 70 tons*; bullt for an Alabama
logging enterprise; spent about two decades in West Virginia
= first with Ralelgh Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M.
Aittar Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942, moved by
Ritter to New River, Tennessee whers It later hauled coal as
Brimstone Rallroad No. 36 (predecessor in 1965 was
Brimstone & New River); to Tennessee Valley Railroad
Museum in 1967, then acquired by rallfan George Kadelek,
who arranged its move here in 1987; purchased in 1294; it
has a good boller but because of size and age, likely to
remain on the dead line for some time.

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858, 1943). Built for the
U.S. Army Transportation Corp and operated at Fort Eustis,
Va. as the ‘Johnny D. Burruss' until 1971; this 2-8-0
‘Consolidation' has never run here — until the 1985 flood
which ended Durbin Runs, It was ideal candidate as the
waler level route's future powaer.

Diesel-electric Units

No. 20. General Electric 45-ton switcher built in 1941 for the
U.S. Navy; acquired as surplus in 1978; first 'shop goat'; out
of service since 1988,

No. 34, G.E. 65-ton switcher. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov-
emment surplus, shipped from South Branch Valley R.R. in
10-85; used for a few years as a 'shop goat; out of service
since 1995,

Nos. 16 and 17. Alco S4. Built for Baltimore & Ohio;
acquired by South Branch Valley R.R.; shipped to Cass in
10-85; never operated.

Nos. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS-1 foreign service road
switchers; U.S. Army Transportation Corp., Fort Eustis, Va.;
dalivered to CSAR in July 1976 with hospital cars (were
there three?), subsequently moved to South Branch Valley
H.A. before the C&O closure in 1978; relurned to Cass in the
movement from SBVRR originating of 10-85.

Shay No. 1 (ex-Mower Lumbes Ce May 1671

Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites

Shay No. 1. (c/n 1519, 1805). &5
Huntley Lumber Co., Ronceverte: ¢
Flint, Erving and Stoner Lumber Co.. Tho
North Fork Lumber Co., Nottingham; acquired by the

Greenbrier, Cheat & Elk in 1915 in a deal invoi ng the

trade of original Cass Shay No. 1 (42-ton, two-truck “Old
Bamey"): distinctive in its 1957 paint job (Chiness Red
cab and tender, dark green boller jackat); on standby at
the time of the 1960 closure; wom wheel-flanges ket it
out of service after use as pusher engine in 1953: con-
veyed in 1980 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as
part of the trade for WMRYy No. 6; on siafic display.

Shay No. 3. B0 tons, ¢/n 3233, built Lima 2-28-23 for
Hofius Steel & Equipment Co. (Lima's dealer in Seattle:
sold to Independence Logging Co., Independsnce,
Wash., then Mount Emily Lumber Co. (No. 1), LaGrangs,
Ore.; donated to Oregon Historical Society; in 1370
leased to CSRR for 20 years; retumed in 1993; in oper-
ation on the City of Prineville Railroad, Prineville, Ore.

Continued on back panel
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CASS HOMECOMING 1998
I1th Annual

The community of Cass wicomes you to
our | I'th annual homecoming celebration
People of all ages have joined in the fun in the
past years, and we have worked hard to con-
finue tis fradition.

This "down home” good lime is sup-
ported entirely by donations and the effort of all
volunteer committe. Your suggestions and ocn-
fibutifons are greally apprecitated.

THANKS
We would like fo thank all of the business and
individuals for their contribulions and support.

CONTACTS & COMMENTS
Any suggeslions and ocmments can be re-
ferred fo any member of our ocmmittee:
Darrell Turner - Preisident
Kalrina Defibaugh - Treasure
Cathy Ribble - Secretary
Terry Ribble Lefly Meeks
Dan Defibaugh Wanda Halferman
Stan Beafore Dave McMillion
Lisa Hubbert Caill Vanderander
Joe Warder Tonya Warder
Brenda Thomas Mary Perkins

POCAHONTAS COUNTY
TOURISM COMMISSION
| -800-336-7009




IITH ANNUAL
CASS HOMECOMING 1008
AGENDA
June 24 - June 24

June 24 Pagent for Prince & Princes
7
Cass Fire Hall (age's 5.8) S

June 25 Prize Games Free for all ages 7:30pm
Community Center  (Donations excepted)

June 26 ; The Great Cake Walk 7:30pm
Community Center Parking Lot or Fire House in case of rain.

June 27 Registration
10:00am -3pm Fire House
** You must register to receive a dinner ticket**

Start the day of fun for the young and the young at heart
Located at the Fire House

Pet Show 10:00am
With small household deomestic pets

Games 10:00am
Dunking Booth, Fish Pond, Egg Toss, Egg & Spoon Relay, Water Balloons
Shoe Race, Water melon Eatin Contest, Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest

Bazaar 10:00am
Fire House (set up 8:00am)

Antique Car Show  and
Fire Truck Display
Fire House

The Second Annual Cass Parade 1:00pm
Magic Show 2:00pm

Puppet Show (following the Magic Show)
Community Center

Registration Table will Continue 4:00pm-6:20pm
Community Center

Crowing Ceremonies of the Queen and King 5:00pm

Community Center
Dance Live -Music 7:00pm
Bigger and Better

Church with Gospel Sing 10:00am
Cass Methodis Church

Final Registration
Community Center

11:00 -12 noon

1:00pm
Buffet Dinner ‘ ;
* Dan't forger to bring your dinner ticket or you will be charged $5.00




